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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

One of the new sources of strength for the Society is the Board of Trustees.
A year ago nine counties were represented on the Board. As a result of the ef-
forts of J. Fife Symington, Jr., Chairman of the Board, there are now represen-
tatives of eighteen counties in addition to state and local representatives.

Our thirteen standing committees, consisting of more than 200 volunteer
members, continue to contribute their expertise toward the day-to-day opera-
tion of the Society. Committee chairmen, along with the officers of the Society,
make up the Council. Starting alphabetically with ‘““A’’ for Addresses and end-
ing with “W”’ for the Women’s Committee, all the committees have taken on
new and important assignments with enthusiasm—particularly the Women’s
Committee, which is involved in almost all of our public programming. These
thirteen specialized committees of volunteers, advising a knowledgeable and
extremely hard-working staff, have helped to produce the many changes in the
Society which I applaud and know the membership approves.

I would like to note some of the innovations and unusual increases in ser-
vices to members and visitors that have occurred in the past fiscal year.

The Education Department, with the help of dedicated volunteer guides,
conducted 777 tours—easily a new record. A large increase in the number of
visitors to the Library kept the Library staff busy assisting over 6,000 individ-
uals.

The Society launched a state-wide program with the appointment of a part-
time county coordinator.

A special gallery exhibit, entitled ‘‘The Enterprising Nineteenth Century,”
was mounted with the cooperation of the business community. Improvements
in the Maritime Museum were realized and a program to upgrade our antique
tool collection and its display was begun.

Major fund-raising events of the year included the Delta Queen trip result-
ing in a $12,000 profit and 72 new members. A benefit auction was held in May
which, in addition to being a great social success, netted approximately
$20,000.

Gifts-in-kind are an important part of our fund-raising program. An excel-
lent example of this type of gift is our receipt and sale of the New Sherwood
Hotel. This was a tremendous accomplishment managed by Richard C. Riggs,
Jr. netting the Society $76,000. The renovation and utilization of the house
and collection received in the bequest of Miss Grace Turnbull is another exam-
ple of the use of gifts-in-kind.

Some of the capital improvements implemented in 1977-78 included the in-
stallation of our first comprehensive fire detection and alarm system. As part
of an on-going program to reduce energy costs, the windows in the Pratt
House were insulated.

The accounting and budgeting departments were reorganized and updated,
and all employees received salary and wage increases.

A real step forward in our Public Relations programs was realized. New
methods in fund-raising and an increasing membership, stimulated by activi-



314 MARYLAND HisTORICAL MAGAZINE

ties already mentioned, resulted in our income slightly exceeding expenditures
for the second consecutive year—a balanced budget!

P. William Filby retired as Director of the Society on March 30, 1978. He
will be missed by his many friends and associates. Mr. Filby served the Soci-
ety as Director for six years and before that as Librarian for seven years. It is
hard to envision the Society without him. I am happy to report that Mr. Filby
continues to be active, providing his expertise as a member of the Library
Committee and the Genealogy Committee and as a consultant to the Society.

Following Mr. Filby’s announcement of his intentions to retire, a search
committee was appointed to find a new Director. Over forty applicants were
considered and after careful deliberation, Romaine S. Somerville was selected
as the new Director, effective April 1, 1978. Mrs. Somerville joined the Society
staff in 1972 and was Chief Curator and Assistant Director of the Society.

Some of the new programs and plans for the 1978-79 fiscal year include the
exhibition, “‘In and Out of Fashion: Costumes and Customs 1750 to 1950.”
The grand opening of this exhibit on October 20 had to have been the occasion
of the decade. With live models, live music, champagne and gourmet food add-
ed to the eighteen vignettes, it was truly a night to remember for the more
than 600 guests.

Dr. Larry E. Sullivan has been appointed as our new Head Librarian. A part-
time volunteer recruiter has been added to the staff in line with our continuing
emphasis on the use of volunteers. Various seminars, ranging from genealogy
to ‘‘Fads and Fashions,’’ are being offered; the new Maryland Magazine of Ge-
nealogy has been added as still another benefit of membership.

Special projects included such events as ‘‘Clarence Miles Day’’ and a concert
at Fort McHenry co-sponsored with the Society for the Preservation of Mary-
land Antiquities. A two-week trip to France is scheduled for May 1979 and
plans are well under way for the first annual ‘“‘Maryland Antiques Show and
Sale” in February.

Our comprehensive security program is scheduled for completion in fiscal
year 1978-79 and, as in the past, we will continue to hold the line on expendi-
tures and once again balance the budget.

All this may not sound easy but, with the continued support of our mem-
bers, volunteers and staff, we accept the challenge.

Leonard C. Crewe, Jr.
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT

The growing interest in local history coupled with a new appreciation of the
scholarly and artistic accomplishments of the past provide an excellent cli-
mate for the current work of the Maryland Historical Society. As I assumed
my duties as Director last April, I felt truly privileged to be given the opportu-
nity to play a leading role in the continuing development of the Society at this
exciting time. Therefore, it is in a spirit of optimism and pride in our accom-
plishments, that I submit to the membership a brief report on the activities of
the Society for the year, 1977-1978.

LiBRARY

While receiving and serving more readers than ever before, the library staff
continued a rigorous program of cataloguing and reorganization as part of the
second year of a three-year project funded by a challenge grant from the Na-
tional Endowment for the Humanities. This grant has channeled into library
department activities a combination of $46,727.19 in NEH funds and
$46,727.19 in matching funds raised by the Society. The expansion and devel-
opment of all library collections continued, with particular strides being made
in the prints and photographs collection. In the manuscripts division, Richard
J. Cox resigned to accept the position of Records Management Officer for the
City of Baltimore, and Cynthia Requardt was named Manuscript Librarian.

MuUseEuM

Funded by a matching grant from the National Endowment for the Arts, the
major exhibit, ‘“The Enterprising Nineteenth Century,” represented a study of
local business and economic history. Several smaller exhibits rounded out the
schedule for the year: “Maryland Portraits from 1710 to 1910"’; “Who Done
It,” an exhibit of paintings by unknown artists (visitors to the gallery were in-
vited to try their hand at identifying these artists); ‘“Weathervanes, Carvings
and Quilts’’; a retrospective exhibit of the works of R. McGill Mackall, local
portraitist and mural painter; ‘*“The Jewish Cultural Experience in America’’;
prints from the Robert G. Merrick Collection; and a review of the work of
photo-journalist, Robert F. Kniesche. Material from the collections was also
provided for exhibits outside the Society at the Baltimore City Hall and Cross
Keys, in addition to an exhibit of Baltimore furniture of the Federal Period at
the Eighth Annual Hunt Valley Antiques Show. As part of a new Art in Em-
bassies Program aimed at making American art available to a wider audience,
twenty-two items from the Society’s collection were lent for display at the resi-
dence of the American Ambassador in Paris, France.

Other grants were received from the NEA to continue the painting and
drawing conservation program and for the cataloguing of the furniture collec-
tion. A grant from the NEH funded the preparatory research for the major
costume exhibit mounted this fall. Additional conservation work was com-
pleted with monies from the Baetjer Fund.
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ProGrams

In addition to the regular lecture series, programs which complemented the
ongoing exhibits were presented, for example: a series of lectures, movies and
dramatic productions in conjunction with ‘‘The Enterprising Nineteenth Cen-
tury’’ and a movie demonstrating the installation of a mural in a local bank, at
the opening of the Mackall exhibit. Ethnic programs, such as the celebration
of the Chinese New Year, were very popular, and a colloquium entitled ‘‘Con-
versations with Jewish Artists’’ was presented in cooperation with the Jewish
Historical Society. In March, the Society co-sponsored a conference on Balti-
more history and a genealogy seminar.

In September of 1977, the Society began a year-long investigation of its pub-
lic programs in the interests of improving its services to the Maryland public.
This self-study, funded by a special grant from the NEH, covered the library,
the museum, publications, education, public relations, lectures and special
events.

PusLicaTiONS

After several years of researching and preparation, the two-volume The
Green Spring Valley: Its History and Heritage was published through the gen-
erosity of the Middendorf Foundation. The Virginia Journals of Benjamin
Henry Latrobe, 1795-1798, published in December of 1977, inaugurated a ten-
volume selected printed edition of Latrobe’s work. This publication was nomi-
nated for the Pulitzer Prize.

EpbucaTioN

The Education Department expanded and intensified their training pro-
gram, adding a special series to prepare the volunteer guides for working with
handicapped visitors.

The budget was balanced for the second consecutive year, and the adminis-
tration has made a commitment to the Trustees, Council and Finance Commit-
tee to stabilize expenditures for 1978-1979 at the level of 1977-1978. This will
not be an easy commitment to keep in the face of rising costs and ever-increas-
ing demands for our services. However, steps have been taken toward this end.
New accounting procedures have been initiated, and all department heads will
receive quarterly reports and will be responsible for keeping their department
budgets at the committed level. Three positions have been eliminated, result-
ing in a consolidation of duties and an ever-increasing reliance on the help of
volunteers. Further, one member of the staff has been designated to oversee
energy conservation in hope of cutting costs in that area of major expense.

I would like to take this opportunity to offer a special word of thanks to the
volunteers—the many men and women who give so generously of their time
and knowledge in serving on the board and committees, giving technical ad-
vice and assisting the staff in all areas of the Society’s work. Without their
help and interest, we could not continue to operate at our present high level.

Romaine Stec Somerville
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BENEFACTORS

The A. S. Abell Company

H. Furlong Baldwin

Summerfield Baldwin, Jr. Foundation

Baltimore Gas and Electric Company

Buckingham School of Frederick
County, Md.

Mr. & Mrs. James F. Colwill

Leonard C. Crewe, Jr.

Alonzo G. Decker, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. P. W. Filby

First Maryland Foundation

Mrs. Jacob France

Jacob & Annita France Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Howard Head

Koppers Company, Inc., Metal
Products Division

Mr. & Mrs. H. H. Walker Lewis

Robert G. Merrick

Robert G. & Anne M. Merrick
Foundation

Middendorf Foundation, Inc.

Mullan Contracting Company

Murray Corporation

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas S. Nichols

Norman Rukert

Mr. & Mrs. John D. Schapiro

Morris Schapiro and Family
Foundation

A. Russell Slagle

T. Rowland Slingluff

Charles H. Steffey, Inc.

The Aaron Straus and Lillie Straus
Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. J. Fife Symington, Jr.

Martha Frick Symington Foundation

Stiles E. Tuttle Memorial Trust

University Park Press

Mrs. J. Campbell White

Women’s Committee of the Maryland
Historical Society

SPONSORS

Aluminum Company of America
American Institute of Architects
Mr. & Mrs. J. Pierre Bernard
Bethlehem Steel Corporation
Mr. & Mrs. Calhoun Bond

C & P Telephone Company
Mary Helen Cadwalader
Ferdinand E. Chatard

Commercial Credit Company

Mr. & Mrs. Grafflin Cook, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Edward K. Dunn

Equitable Trust Company

Louise Gore

Benjamin H. Griswold, I11

J. J. Haines and Company, Inc.

Handy and Harman Specialty Metals
Group

Mr. & Mrs. George T. Harrison

Dr. McGehie Harvey

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen G. Heaver

Hecht-Levi Foundation, Inc.

Moses S. and Blanch H. Hecht
Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Hopkins

Mr. & Mrs. Bryden B. Hyde

Mrs. Harold Duane Jacobs

Mr. & Mrs. Michael S. Joyce

Kent County Historical Society

H. Irvine Keyser, 11

Mrs. Gamble Latrobe, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Robert H. Levi

Lester S. Levy

Mr. & Mrs. Calvert C. McCabe

Martin Marietta Aerospace

Maryland Genealogical Society

Maryland National Bank

Mercantile-Safe Deposit & Trust Co.

Robert E. Michel

J. W. Middendorf, 11

B. T. Miegon Agency

Norman Milburn

Mr. & Mrs. E. Kirkbride Miller

Mrs. John W. Mitchell

Monumental Corporation

John J. O’Conor

John P. Paca, 5th

Mary Parlett

Dr. R. E. Rambo

Mr. & Mrs. Richard C. Riggs, Sr.

Henry & Ruth Blaustein Rosenberg
Foundation, Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Frank P. L. Somerville

Mr. & Mrs. W. Wallace Symington, Jr.

Mary Ringgold Trippe

Union Trust Co. of Maryland

Waverly Press

Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Williams

Windjammers of the Chesapeake, Inc.
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PATRONS

Alexander & Alexander, Inc.

Charles B. Allen

American Oil Company

Esther B. Anderton

Annapolis Banking and Trust
Company

Anonymous

Mr. & Mrs. Howard Baetjer, 11

Julie C. Baker

Baltimore Contractors, Inc.

Baltimore Federal Savings and Loan
Association

Baltimore Life Insurance Company

Barton Gillet Company

Hugh Benet, Jr.

The L. A. Benson Company, Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Black

Robert W. Black

Jacob & Hilda Blaustein Foundation

Bon Voyage Travel

Rev. Winthrop Brainerd

Dr. & Mrs. Philip Briscoe

Mrs. A. W. Broaddus

Mr. & Mrs. Henry B. Brown,, Jr.

Mrs. Edwin N. Broyles

Mrs. Frederick W. Brune

Central Savings Bank

Mrs. Clyde Alvin Clapp

Commodity Credit Foundation, Inc.

Dr. & Mrs. Beverly C. Compton

Continental Oil Company

Coopers and Lybrand

Albert H. Cousins

Mr. & Mrs. L. Patrick Deering

Delta Management, Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Donald L. DeVries

Mr. & Mrs. George W. Dobbin

Dr. Rhoda M. Dorsey

Dr. & Mrs. Hammond J. Dugan, III

Eastern Shore Society of Baltimore
City

Eastmet Corporation

Ferdinand Eberstadt Foundation, Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. H. Vernon Eney

Mr. & Mrs. John G. Evans

Exxon Company, U.S.A.

Dr. & Mrs. Robert E. Farber

Joseph T. Fetsch

Fidelity and Deposit Co. of Maryland
Fred’s, Inc.

Dr. Herbert M. Frisby

Eliza C. Funk

Mr. & Mrs. W. T. Dixon Gibbs

Mr. & Mrs. Charles B. Gillet

Elizabeth W. Glascock

Graphic Arts Group of American-
Standard

Irvin Greif Foundation

Alexander Brown Griswold

La Verna Hahn

Mrs. Norris Harris

Mrs. William B. F. Hax

T. Hughlett Henry, Jr.

Hill-Chase Steel Company

William E. Hill

Hochschild Kohn

Mr. & Mrs. Jerold C. Hoffberger

Jean Hofmeister, Sr.

Mr. & Mrs. Amos T. Holland

C. A. Porter Hopkins

Hutzler’s

Mr. & Mrs. Elmer M. Jackson, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. William S. James

Francis H. Jencks

R. Samuel Jett, Sr.

Henry R. Kelly

Mary P. Kendall

Mr. & Mrs. Harvey B. Kershaw, Jr.

Kidde Consultants, Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Frederick R. Knoop, Jr.

Charles A. & Martin F. Knott
Foundation, Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Frederick W. Lafferty

Mr. & Mrs. Robert S. Lane

Mr. & Mrs. Ashby M. Larmore

Laurel Race Course, Inc.

Laventhol and Horwath

Legg Mason Wood Walker, Inc.

The John J. Leidy Foundation, Inc.

Lime Kiln Valley Foundation, Inc.

Mrs. Thomas Price McCleary

Mr. & Mrs. J. Rieman Mclntosh

McLean Contracting Company

McShane Construction, Inc.

Morton and Sophia Macht Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Francis C. Marbury

Dr. Frank C. Marino Foundation, Inc.

M. Lee Marston

Maryland Casualty Company

Gen. & Mrs. Charles A. Masson

James V. Melton
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Mr. & Mrs. William S. Merrick

Mr. & Mrs. J. Smith Michael

Mrs. Clarence W. Miles

J. Jefferson Miller, I1

Jean W. Miller

Lieze S. Moffett

Moldcraft, Inc.

James E. Moss

National Society of Colonial Dames
of America, Maryland

Mr. & Mrs. Henry A. Naylor

Mr. & Mrs. Edward P. Offutt

Ogden Food Service Corporation

PHH Foundation, Inc.

PPG Industries Foundation

Elisabeth C. G. Packard

Edward Passano

Mrs. William B. Patterson

Polish Heritage Association of
Maryland

Lorenzo Q. Powell

Mr. & Mrs. Richard W. Powell

Mr. & Mrs. Herbert R. Preston, Jr.

Rowe and Eleanor Price Foundation

T. Rowe Price and Associates

Dr. Thomas G. Pullen

Purdum and Jeschke

Mr. & Mrs. George M. Radcliffe

Ramsay, Scarlett and Company, Inc.

Mrs. William L. Reed

Mr. & Mrs. William B. Reese

Mr. & Mrs. Paul V. Renoff

A. Hester Rich

Richardson, Myers and Donofrio, Inc.

J. Creighton Riepe

Riggs, Counselman, Michaels &
Downes, Inc.

Samuel Riggs, IV

Eugene B. Roberts

Mr. & Mrs. James W. Rouse

The Rouse Company

Ella Rowe

Mr. & Mrs. Lewis Rumford, 11

Dr. & Mrs. John H. Sadler

The Savings Bank of Baltimore

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Scarlett, Jr.

Schenuit Industries, Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Jacques Schlenger

William Schneidereith, Jr.

Rev. & Mrs. George B. Scriven

Mr. & Mrs. Truman T. Semans

A. & H. Shillman Company, Inc.

Silver Burdett Company

Mr. & Mrs. W. Cameron Slack

Albert H. Small

Society of the Cincinnati of Md.

Lucy F. Spedden

Harry Laird Stallings

Mrs. Robert F. Stanton

Steak and Ale Restaurants

Mrs. Gideon N. Stieff

Stieff Foundation, Inc.

Suburban Trust Company

Sun Life Insurance Company of
America

Mr. & Mrs. Paul P. Swett

Tate Architectural Products, Inc.

Dr. & Mrs. R. Carmichael Tilghman

T. Garland Tinsley

Title Guarantee Company

Mr. & Mrs. William C. Trimble

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Van Dyke

Van Sant Dugdale & Company, Inc.

WBAL-TV

Mr. & Mrs. Charles L. Wagandt, 11

Mr. & Mrs. Carl E. Wagner, Jr.

Mrs. L. Metcalfe Walling

Dr. & Mrs. John Walton

Ward Machinery Company

Mr. & Mrs. L. Byrne Waterman

Herbert J. Watt

Eloise Janney Weatherly

Virginia Webb

Gregory R. Weidman

T. Hammond Welsh, Jr.

Westinghouse Electric Corporation

Victor Weybright

S. Bonsal White

Mrs. G. W. C. Whiting

Le Baron S. Willard, Jr.

Ella-Kate Wilson

Woman's Eastern Shore Society of
Maryland

H. Graham Wood

Mrs. Curtis N. Wormelle

CONTRIBUTORS

Dr. & Mrs. Conrad B. Acton
Mrs. M. Roberts Adams

Mr. & Mrs. Frank N. Aldrich
Mrs. Henry A. Alexandre
Dr. & Mrs. George Allen
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Mrs. Wendell D. Allen

Agnes L. Altrup

Arthur Andersen & Company
Mrs. Paul S. Anderson

Mr. & Mrs. C. Norman Andreae, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Norman H. Angell
Maurice Annenberg

Anonymous

Mrs. G. Maxwell Armor

Mr. & Mrs. Alexander Armstrong
Mrs. M. E. Arnett

Mr. & Mrs. William S. Arnold, Jr.
Walter E. Arps, Jr.

William E. Aud

Mrs. Charles R. Austrian

Mr. & Mrs. John W. Baer

Mrs. Paul G. Baer

Mr. & Mrs. Leonard L. Baker

Mr. & Mrs. Morgan H. Baldwin, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Rignal W. Baldwin
Barr Harris Auction Galleries
Mr. & Mrs. C. Marshall Barton, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. C. Herbert Baxley
Mr. & Mrs. Lewis Beck

Mr. & Mrs. A. Clarke Bedford, Jr.
Wilbur L. Behymer

D. Randall Beirne

Mrs. Marcus Bernstein, Jr.

Paul L. Berry

Mr. & Mrs. George E. Best
Mrs. Charles E. Bills

Dr. & Mrs. James F. Bing
Theodore L. Bissell

Mrs. Leo G. Black

Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Black
Mr. & Mrs. Walter J. Blair

Dr. & Mrs. Morton K. Blaustein
Cornelius Combs Bond

Dr. James Bordley, II1

Mrs. J. Biays Bowerman

Mr. & Mrs. C. Keating Bowie
Elinor B. Bowman

Dr. Frank J. Brady

Mrs. Richard Towson Brady
John C. Brennan

Mr. & Mrs. Edward L. Brewster
Mr. & Mrs. Rodney J. Brooks, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. W. Gill Brooks

Mrs. Roger Brunschwig

E. La Claire Bunke

Eunice Burdette

Mr. & Mrs. E. H. Burgess

E. Lucile Burns

Morton Busick

C. Nelson Byrn

Mr. & Mrs. T. F. Cadwalader, Jr.
Paul T. Calderwood

Mr. & Mrs. William M. Campbell
Mr. & Mrs. David C. Cannon
Canton Company of Baltimore
Mr. & Mrs. Churchill G. Carey
Kenneth Carroll

Dr. & Mrs. Edward C. Carter, 11
Kathleen M. Carter

Mrs. Charles Z. Case

Elizabeth Cassilly

Mr. & Mrs. Dudley I. Catzen
Mr. & Mrs. A. Benham Cecil
Joseph H. Chaille

Mr. & Mrs. Randolph W. Chalfant
Richard H. Chapman

Philip W. Chase, Jr.

W. E. Chesson

Col. D. M. Cheston, III, Retd.
Bryson G. Christhilf

Churchill Distributors

Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin R. Civiletti
Mrs. William S. Clark

Helen L. Clayton

Jack R. Cobb

Peyton S. Cochran, Jr.

Mrs. Jesse C. Coggins

Harold L. Cohen

Mrs. Peter F. Conroy

Mrs. Giles B. Cooke

Margaret H. Cooke

Mrs. Levin T. Cooper

Mr. & Mrs. Loring A. Cover, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. George W. Cox
Royale R. Crabtree

Thomas Crawford

Thelma K. Crew

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph H. Cromwell
Mr. & Mrs. Richard H. Cromwell
Mrs. W. K. Cromwell, Jr.

J. Harry Cross

Mr. & Mrs. E. Jefferson Crum
Jerry Dadds

Mr. & Mrs. Owen Daly, 11

Fred W. Danby
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Mr. & Mrs. Edmund Dandridge, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce S. Danzer
David E. Dauer

Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Davies
Dr. F. W. Davis

Mrs. Clinton C. Davison

Irene May Dean

Frank C. Dehler

Douglas W. Dempster

Mrs. Alfred deRopp

Henry De Witte

Anne M. Dielhenn

Mr. & Mrs. Melcolm H. Dill
Mr. & Mrs. John H. Ditto, Jr.
John H. Diuguid

Mr. & Mrs. Ernest B. Dodge
Charles E. Doll

Mr. & Mrs. John W. Donaldson
Mrs. Sidney C. Doolittle

John B. Drake

W. E. H. Drake

Leslie P. Dryden

John L. Due

Dr. James R. Duke

Mr. & Mrs. William B. Dulany
Dr. Charles A. Dunning

Mrs. Swepson Earle

Col. & Mrs. Arthur G. Eck

Mr. & Mrs. Warner W. Eckenrode
Eleutherian Mills Historical Library
Thomas D. Elgen

C. E. Ellicott, Jr.

Geary Eppley

Caleb C. Ewing

Mr. & Mrs. C. J. Falkenhan

F. D. Fenhagen

Mr. & Mrs. Edwin B. Filbert
Dr. & Mrs. George C. Finney
Fire Museum of Maryland, Inc.
Betty G. Fisher

Dr. & Mrs. David L. Fisher
Mr. & Mrs. L. McLane Fisher
Mr. & Mrs. W. Lloyd Fisher
Mr. & Mrs. Henry J. Fitzer, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Fleury
James P. Flynn

Richard M. Forbes

Mr. & Mrs. Bliss Forbush, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. W. Byron Forbush
Harry Ford, I1

Dr. H. Chandlee Forman

Mr. & Mrs. Parker W. Frames
Frederick County Historical Society
Mr. & Mrs. Maurice P. Freedlander
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Freedman
Mr. & Mrs. H. Findley French
Mr. & Mrs. Boyd G. Frey

Mr. & Mrs. Robert K. Frey
Frances M. Froelicker

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas A. Fryer

Dr. & Mrs. Frank F. Furstenberg
Mrs. Peter Gann

Mrs. G. W. Gardiner

Mrs. Charles Garland

Edward A. Garmatz

William H. Garrett, Jr.

Joan W. Gatewood

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Geddes, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. George W. Gephart
Mrs. David C. Gibson

Lavinia A. Gibson

Mr. & Mrs. William M. Ginder
Mr. & Mrs. A. Merryman Gladding
Arthur M. Gompf

Mr. & Mrs. C. McIntosh Gordan
Mrs. William H. Gordon

James R. Graves

Mr. & Mrs. Frederick J. Green, Jr.
Randall Hagner Greenlee

Mr. & Mrs. R. Riggs Griffith, IV
Mrs. Mac K. Griswold

Clarence F. Gross

Dr. Rachel K. Gundry

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur J. Gutman
Mr. & Mrs. Frank L. Hammand
Thomas G. Hardie

Mr. & Mrs. Laurence Kent Harper
Mr. & Mrs. W. Hall Harris, II1
Mr. & Mrs. W. T. Hartka

Mr. & Mrs. F. Barton Harvey

Mr. & Mrs. Oswald L. Harvey
Col. & Mrs. Harry E. Hasslinger
Richard Hasson

Mr. & Mrs. William K. Hearn

Mr. & Mrs. Louis G. Hecht

Mrs. Philip S. Heisler

Judge & Mrs. George Henderson
Mabel C. Herche

Mrs. William Rogers Herod

Mr. & Mrs. George B. Hess, Jr.
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Mr. & Mrs. T. Russell Hicks
W. Paul Hicks

Mr. & Mrs. Matthew H. Hirsh
William K. Hiss

Pauline T. Hobbs

Samuel H. Hoffberger

Mr. & Mrs. Howard L. Hoffman
R. Curson Hoffman, IIT

G. Vickers Hollingsworth, Jr.
Holly Tour Comm.

Charlotte K. Hooper

Mrs. D. Luke Hopkins

Dr. H. Hanford Hopkins

Mr. & Mrs. Robert M. Hopkins
Roger Brooke Hopkins
Katherine B. Hopper

Mr. & Mrs. Rogers Birnie Horgan
Outerbridge Horsey

Mr. & Mrs. Richard M. Horsey, Jr.

E. Ralph Hostetter

M. P. Hottel

Mr. & Mrs. George D. Hubbard
Wilbur Ross Hubbard

C. Brooks Hubbert

Dr. Thomas E. Hunt, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Eliot P. Hurd
Charles W. Hurst

Mr. & Mrs. Joel G. D. Hutzler
The Hutzler Fund, Inc.

Mrs. Iredell Iglehart

J. A. W. Iglehart

Mr. & Mrs. Carle A. Jackson
Francis 1. Jacobs

Mr. & Mrs. Louis P. Jenkins
T. Courtenay Jenkins, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Edward F. Johnson
Eugene C. Johnson

Mr. & Mrs. Reverdy Johnson
Mrs. Bartlett F. Johnston, Sr.
Mrs. Toulson Johnston

Mrs. William D. Johnston, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. John Bryan Jones
Rev. & Mrs. Kenneth S. Jones
Mrs. Mason Jones

Wayne V. Jones

Mrs. Thomas Branch Jordan
Mary Catherine Kahl
Catherine A. Kaltenbach
Elizabeth Kelley

Mr. & Mrs. Waren Page Kenney

Dr. Irving I. Kessler

Mrs. Fenwick Keyser

Mrs. Jerome Kidder

Mrs. A. Carroll Kilbourne

Mrs. Tatiana G. King

Mrs. Lloyd Kirkely

Mr. & Mrs. St. Clair D. Kirtley
Ingraham M. Knight

Dr. & Mrs. Ira Kolman

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Kolodny
Joetta Koppenhaefer

Dorothy B. Krug

Matilda C. Lacy

Mrs. Henry W. Lambrecht

Gen. & Mrs. Julian L. Lapides
Mr. & Mrs. Charles H. Latrobe, I1
Mrs. Charles L. Lea

Mr. & Mrs. Louis T. Lenderking
Mrs. Charles S. Levy

Mr. & Mrs. Karl M. Levy

Mrs. Leroy M. Lewis, Jr.

Enrico Liberti

Sweetser Linthicum

George D. List

William Thomas Littleton

Mr. & Mrs. Emmett Loane
Captain & Mrs. Walter M. Locke
N. Herbert Long

Mrs. Selma B. Long

Walter Lord

Mrs. Daniel A. Lowenthal

Mrs. Charles W. Lyle

Davy H. McCall

Mr. & Mrs. Adrian L. McCardell
Dr. & Mrs. H. Berton McCauley
Mr. & Mrs. C. Louis McClean
Richard C. McComas

Mr. & Mrs. Clark McComb

Dr. Samuel Howard McCoy

Mr. & Mrs. Edward P. McCracken
Lester C. McCrea

Mr. & Mrs. Charles S. McCubbin, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. J. Martin McDonough
Mrs. H. P. McEntee

John W. McGrain, Jr.

Paul T. McHenry

Mrs. T. Thorne McLane

Dr. & Mrs. Richard W. McQuaid
Mr. & Mrs. John L. McShane
Judge James MacGill
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Mr. Arthur W. Machen, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Hugh S. Mackey

Katherine L. Magraw

Mr. & Mrs. W. Berkeley Mann

The Manuscript Society

Dr. & Mrs. William G. Marr

Joseph A. Marschner

Mrs. Robert M. Marshall

Thomas F. Marshall, 111

Mrs. William Harvey Marshall

Mr. & Mrs. John H. Marston

Mr. & Mrs. William C. Marvel

Helen A. Maynard

Mr. & Mrs. William M. Mayo

Mr. & Mrs. Alan J. Mead

Mrs. Frank D. Mead

Mr. & Mrs. William Painter Meeker

Mr. & Mrs. Henry L. Meledin

Mr. & Mrs. Robert G. Merrick, Jr.

Merry-Go-Round Enterprises, Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Meyerhoff

Mrs. Harry Middendorf

Dr. & Mrs. David I. Miller

Mr. & Mrs. Harry W. Miller

Mr. & Mrs. Karl E. Miller

Capt. & Mrs. William R. Miller

Robert E. Millett

Marie J. Mitchell

Mrs. John A. Moffitt

Mr. & Mrs. Henry W. Momberger

Mrs. Richard A. Moore

Mrs. William N. Morell

H. Russell Morrison, Jr.

Mrs. R. G. Mowbray

Mr. & Mrs. John B. Munnikhuysen

Mr. & Mrs. Herbert F. Murray

National League of American Pen
Women

L. A. Naylor, Jr.

George F. Needham, III

Mrs. Arthur L. Nelson

Mrs. Pennington Nelson

Mr. & Mrs. Wilbur O. Nelson, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Charles M. Nes, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. George T. Ness, Jr.

Mrs. B. Frank Newcomer

Mrs. John W. Nicol

Mrs. Emory H. Niles

John S. Nixdorff

Dr. & Mrs. Vernon H. Norwood

Mr. & Mrs. Richard F. Ober
Mr. & Mrs. Paul S. Parsons
Mr. & Mrs. William M. Passano
Mrs. R. S. Patch

Mr. & Mrs. Richard M. Patterson
Dr. & Mrs. Arnall Patz
Michael J. Peach

Mr. & Mrs. J. Stevenson Peck
Austin E. Penn

Mrs. Elliot H. Pennell

George D. Penniman, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Harold E. Peters
Mrs. Duane L. Peterson

Mr. & Mrs. Jesse C. Phillips
Mrs. Wesley A. Pickens

Mr. & Mrs. W. A. Pistell

Mr. & Mrs. C. Gordon Pitt
Katherine R. Poole

James W. Poultney

Mr. & Mrs. James 1. Pratt

Mr. & Mrs. William N. S. Pugh
Dr. & Mrs. Keats A. Pullen
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph H. Purdy
Mr. & Mrs. John C. Pyles, Jr.
R. Julian Raszel, Jr.

Mary V. Reed

J. Dawson Reeder, Jr.

Mrs. Addison H. Reese

Mary Kaaren Reiber

Marion Rench

G. H. Rever

Mr. & Mrs. F. Carroll Reynolds
M. Eleanor Rice

Claire A. Richardson

Mrs. Horace K. Richardson
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph V. Ridgely
Mr. & Mrs. James H. Riefle, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Riepe, Jr.
John Beverly Riggs

Mr. & Mrs. Frank C. Rittenhouse
Mrs. J. deLashmutt Robbins
Mr. & Mrs. E. J. Robertson
Marie R. Rogers

Mr. & Mrs. Arnold Rothschild
E. McClure Rouzer

Mr. & Mrs. Alex P. Rusk
Anna Wells Rutledge

Mrs. Raymond G. Scarlett

M. J. Schalnick

Melvin E. Scheidt
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Nita L. Schultz

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Scott

Dr. & Mrs. John M. Scott

Mrs. James W. Seiler

Charles C. Sellers

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Ward Sener

Mr. & Mrs. Frank H. Seubold

Mr. & Mrs. Charles B. Sewell

Shaw-Walker Company

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Shelley

John R. Sherwood

Mildred Shipley

Mr. & Mrs. George M. Shriver, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Shriver

Rosalia Shriver

Sara L. Siebert

Mrs. F. Lester Simon

Mrs. H. Elmer Singewald

Frederick J. Singley, Jr.

John P. Sipple

Mrs. Jesse Slingluff

Albert Neale Smith

Society of Daughters of Colonial Wars

Society for the Preservation of
Maryland Antiquities

Mr. & Mrs. William B. Somerville

Mr. & Mrs. Talbot T. Speer

LCdr. Gladys M. Sperrle

Mr. & Mrs. Harry C. Starkweather

Alvin P. Staufer, Jr.

Mrs. Arthur G. Stavely

Mr. & Mrs. J. W. Stenhouse

Mr. & Mrs. Eugene H. Sterling

Mr. & Mrs. Latimer S. Stewart

Mr. & Mrs. Charles C. Stieff, I1

C. Thompson Stott

William T. Strahan, D.D.S.

Mr. & Mrs. Isaac Strouse

Mrs. Victor Sulin

Mr. & Mrs. G. Ashton Sutherland

Cal Sutphin

Edward Sutton

Brig. Gen. & Mrs. Kenneth S. Sweany

Talbot Civic Trust

Lt. Gen. & Mrs. Orwin C. Talbott

Mr. & Mrs. Francis Taliaferro

Dr. & Mrs. Norman Tarr

Mrs. Adamson Taylor

Dr. Richard W. Tellinde

Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Thieblot

Mrs. Henry M. Thomas, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. J. Richard Thomas

Judge & Mrs. Roszel Thomsen

Mrs. Christopher Tietze

William H. DeCourcy Tilghman

Mr. & Mrs. Charles E. Tracy

Frederica H. Trapnell

Fred Trenkle

William C. Trimble, Jr.

Mrs. Ernest Tucker

Mr. & Mrs. Douglas C. Turnbull, Jr.

Dr. H. Mebane Turner

Mr. & Mrs. William G. Tyler

Mildred D. Urmy

Bartow Van Ness, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Varga

J. P. W. Vest

Mr. & Mrs. T. H. Vickery, Jr.

Florence Vincent

Mr. & Mrs. James F. Waesche

Dr. & Mrs. Vernon Wanty

Mr. & Mrs. Edward T. Ward

Guy T. Warfield

Margaret Warnken

Dr. Bryan P. Warren

Clyde T. Warren

Mr. & Mrs. G. Luther Washington

George Washington Masonic Stamp
Club

Hester Waters

Raymond W. Watson, Jr.

Robert C. Watson

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Webb

John W. T. Webb

The Wedlock Club

Dr. & Mrs. Richard D. Weigle

Morton Weinberg

Mr. & Mrs. Robert L. Weinberg

Dr. & Mrs. Gibson J. Wells

Dr. John R. Wennersten

Mr. & Mrs. George B. Westall, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. William 1. White

William H. Whiting Company

Mrs. Paul F. Wiest

Mr. & Mrs. Leroy A. Wilbur

Margaret E. Will

Dr. & Mrs. Huntington Williams

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Merrick Wilson

George B. Wilson

Dr. & Mrs. Henry B. Wilson

W. H. Wilson & Company

Mr. & Mrs. William L. Wilson, Jr.
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Matthew M. Wise

Mr. & Mrs. Kent C. Withers

Dr. & Mrs. Stewart Wolff

Women’s Committee of the Wadsworth
Atheneum Bus Trips

Stewart E. Wood

Donald G. Wooden

Annette Woolf

Mr. & Mrs. Calman Zamoiski, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. C. R. Zarfoss

Mr. & Mrs. Richard O. Zerbe

Kenneth Louis Ziv

DONORS TO THE NEH
LIBRARY GRANT 1977-1978
FISCAL YEAR

Mr. & Mrs. Chadwick K. Aiau
William G. Baker, Jr. Memorial Fund
Robert W. Black

Brooke S. Cook

Edgar G. Heyl

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur A. Houghton, Jr.
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY
General Fund

CONDENSED STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENSES

FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1978

(Unaudited)

INCOME
Dues.........;mawrsdwedommsndd G o L oL, $ 56,071
Contributionsandgrants .. ........................... 314,709
Legaciesandtrusts .. .............. .. ... ... .. ... .... 3,695
Investmentincome . ........... ... .. ... ... ... 151,567
Salesand servicefees .............. ... ... .. ... ... ... 65,161
Otherincome .. ........ ... . . 40,627
EXPENSES b
Museumsandgallery ......... ... .. ... ... ... ........ 90,163
Library, graphics and manuseripts ..................... 83,453
Magazine and historynotes .. ........ ... ... .. ... ... .. 30,825
Building:operations o . i 0 i o il 125,514
Administrativeandgeneral ........................... 229,566
Educational services . . ............ ... .. ... .. ... 12,633
Publicrelations and development .. ......... ... ... .... 33,729
Cost of merchandisesold. ............................. 19,299
Contributions to Special Funds projects . ................ 4,389
629,571
Excess of income over expenses from operations . . . ......... .. $ 2,259

(1)

(2)
(2)

(1) Includes grants from city, county, state and federal governments totaling $53,500.
(2) Includes services rendered to the Library, Museum, Gallery, Latrobe Project, and

other operating departments of the Society.

Funds for Specified Purposes
ENDOWMENT FUNDS

Income . ....... ... $ 76,658

Expenses .. ... ... ... ... 19,697
PUBLICATION FUND

Income . . ... .. . e 9,655

ExXpenses ... ... ... ... 8,430
SPECIAL FUNDS

Income . ... ... . ... 196,217

Expenses ....... ... ... . 211,250
LATROBE FUND

Income .. ... ... L 95,563

Expenses . ... ... ... .. 96,545

$56,961

1,225

(15,033)

(982)

Note: This condensed report of income and expenses for the General Fund and Funds for Speci-
fied Purposes has been prepared by the Treasurer of the Maryland Historical Society. De-
tailed audited statements are available upon request to the Treasurer, Maryland Histori-

cal Society, 201 West Monument Street, Baltimore 21201.



Maryland’s Property Qualifications
for Office: A Reinterpretation of the
Constitutional Convention of 1776

THORNTON ANDERSON

ER OVER A CENTURY 1T HAS BEEN GENERALLY CONCEDED BY HISTOR1ANS THAT
the constitution of 1776 was among the most conservative and aristocratic of
the early state constitutions.! The five-year term of the Maryland senators was
the longest term of any elected officials in the United States, and their indirect
method of election removed them from popular control. Along with county
sheriffs and members of Congress, they had to possess £1000 of property. The
delegates to the lower house, and the electors of the senators, had to have
£500, and the governor, £5000. No other state so thoroughly exploited the re-
strictive possibilities of property qualifications for public office.

John C. Rainbolt has argued that Maryland’s constitution looks less conser-
vative if it is compared, not with that of Pennsylvania, for example, but with
the previous government of Maryland.? He shows, moreover, that the constitu-
tional convention liberalized certain features of the original draft. Revisionist
scholarship has also explored the role of the militia, and the sometimes suc-
cessful efforts by militiamen to elect their own officers, as influences toward
democracy. ‘“The rising waters of democratic revolution,”” David C. Skaggs
concluded, ‘“‘swept through Maryland during the 1770’s, and the restraints
placed upon it by the Convention could not long endure.”’® Yet it remains the
case that Maryland’s property requirements survived the impact of Jefferso-
nian democracy. The “‘rising waters’’ were contained for forty years. And it is
also the case that those leaders of the gentry most associated with radicalism,
far from being democrats, were more interested in the containment than in the
rising waters, for they participated fully in the establishment of the qualifica-
tions.

This study will undertake to look more closely at three aspects of these prop-
erty qualifications: (1) how they originated, (2) how they were established, and
(3) how severely restrictive, (a) statistically and (b) in practice, they were.

ONE

The aristocratic ‘‘party’’ of Carroll and Chase, of Tilghman and Paca, was so
completely in control of the earlier conventions of Maryland that it is easy to
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imagine that they could write their own ticket, and that any concessions to-
ward democracy in the constitutional convention would originate in their own
foresight as they anticipated the drift of the revolutionary situation and tried
to recruit sufficient popular support to forestall expected challenges to their
privileged positions. Similarly, safeguards for property and aristocracy would
seem to them essential to counter the necessary concessions to democracy.
Used judiciously together, safeguards and concessions should make their posi-
tions impregnable. However, this explanation is only partly correct.

In fact the challenges had already begun. The two deepest and most wide-
spread grievances against the old regime were the revenue system, based on
fees and on the poll tax, and the suffrage restrictions, the requirement of 50
acres of land or £40 sterling of property. Already the voting rule, going back to
the seventeenth century, was breaking down under the impact of militia re-
cruitment. Aid to Massachusetts made militia service a serious matter, and
the recruits were quick to call for a voice in politics and a right to elect their
own officers. Militiamen ineligible under the existing rules were, in fact, fre-
quently permitted to vote for delegates to the conventions. The traditional
leadership, however, retained the selection of officers and reimposed the old
voting rule for the election of the constitutional convention in August 1776.
This resulted in riots at polling places, and the militiamen were able to vote in
large numbers or to stop proceedings in Frederick, Kent, Prince George’s,
Queen Anne’s, and Worcester counties. Yet these elections were set aside and
new ones held. In sum, the direct democratic challenge to the old aristocracy,
widely scattered, was already decisively defeated.

A more traditional type of challenge had also been mounted from within the
aristocracy itself in Anne Arundel County by the Hall-Hammond faction, and
it was this, rather than the militia challenge, that influenced the constitution.
Ably led by John Hall and the Hammond brothers, Matthias and Rezin, this
group secured in June the endorsement of the county militia for its own plan of
government. Then they secured the signatures of 885 freemen after the elec-
tion instructing the county delegates to support the militia plan, a number
greater than that of the voters in the election. This stimulated the resignations
of three of the Anne Arundel delegates, who rejected such instructions:
Samuel Chase, Charles Carroll, Barrister, and B. T. B. Worthington, the sec-
ond of whom was replaced by Hall in the ensuing election.*

These two Hall-Hammond documents, the militia plan and the instructions,
when compared with the draft constitution of the Tilghman Committee in the
convention, show clearly the nature of the perceived threats which the aristo-
crats of the Chase-Carroll faction were determined to defeat, and the nature of
their counter measures. The great danger, popular influence in the govern-
ment, was to be prevented by three methods: property qualifications for vot-
ing and for office holding, long terms of office in both houses, and the indirect
election of senators. The size and the role of the Senate were similar to the old
governor’s council which had been an appointive body. The terms of office,
under the proprietary government, had not been fixed. Elections for the As-
sembly had been held in 1758, '62, '65, '68, '71, and ‘73, so that a three-year
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tenure was not unusual. And the voting requirements went back over a cen-
tury. Only the property qualifications for office were new. Where did they
come from?

Four states had drafted constitutions by the time Maryland’s convention
assembled in August, 1776, and two of the four had continued the use of prop-
erty qualifications for offices already long established. South Carolina, on
March 26, had incorporated in her first constitution the rules of her election
law of 1759 which required representatives to have a settled freehold of 500
acres with 20 slaves or £1000 proclamation money in houses, lots or other
lands.® New Jersey, by an Act of 1709, had required 1000 acres or £500 in land
and personal property for assemblymen, a rule derived from the recommenda-
tions of the proprietors of New Jersey to the Lords of Trade in 1701.° On
July 2, 1776, the state required £1000 “proclamation money’’ of real and per-
sonal estate for members of its council and £500 for its assemblymen.’

This New Jersey constitution was published in the Maryland Gazette on
July 25 and August 1, just before the Maryland convention. The “current
money’’ of Maryland had approximately the same value as the ‘“proclamation
money’’ of New Jersey.® The Maryland convention borrowed the New Jersey
scheme, even the exact figures; they liked the idea so well that they elaborated
it to additional offices. Ironically, the anti-proprietary leaders of Maryland
thus borrowed the ideas of the early proprietors of another colony.?

Two

Having decided to use extensive property requirements for office holding,
the Chase-Carroll faction had to get them through the convention. The Hall-
Hammond faction, working from a different assessment of the popular pres-
sures for change, had included no such requirements in their plan. They were
the smaller faction, yet they were in a good position to bargain—primarily
because there were a large number of ‘‘new men” in the convention which
loosened “party” control. Out of a total of 76 delegates, 48 had never served in
the Assembly under the proprietary government, 30 had not sat in any of the
previous conventions, and 25 had served in neither.! Even among the ex-
perienced (23 had served in both), some were not firmly committed to any fac-
tion. B. T. B. Worthington, for example, signed the militia proposal of June 27,
yet he resigned along with Chase and Carroll, Barrister, when the Hall-
Hammond faction tried to instruct the delegation. The situation was, in other
words, quite fluid, and Charles Carroll’s frantic reactions, so often quoted,
mirrored the actual lack of control.

In these circumstances both factions had an incentive to bargain: if agree-
ment could be reached, each side would have less to fear from the votes of the
non-aligned delegates. The leaders of the two groups, all wealthy, had much in
common. Aside from personal and family ambitions, they differed mostly as to
the extent of the concessions necessary to contain the popular unrest. The
militia draft and the committee draft can be compared with the final constitu-
tion to show that each side prevailed at certain points (see Table I). It was,



TasLE I

Militia Plan Tilghman Committee Draft Committee of the Whole Draft Constitution
(September 10) (November 3) (November 8)
Voting Franchise
“right to legislate is in 50 acres or £40 sterling 50 acres or £30 current money unchanged
every member of the com-
munity’’ (Instructions:
taxpaying freemen over
21)
House of Delegates
elected annually by elected by voters; 3-year term; blank elected annually; £500 of property unchanged
voters property requirement
Senate
elected annually by elected for 7-year term by electors elected for 5-year term by electors unchanged
voters (Delegate’s) property, chosen by voters; with £500 of property chosen by
blank property requirement voters; £1000 of property
Executive
Council of 7 elected governor elected by legislature; 1-year governor elected by legislature; 1-year unchanged
by and from legislature; term; rotation (in 3, out 3 years); no term; rotation (in 3, out 4 years); no
1 year term; no veto veto; blank property requirement; veto; £5000 property, including £1000
council of 5 elected by legislature; freehold; council of 5 elected by legis-
blank property lature; £1000 of property
Local Government
county officials directly sheriff appointed by governor; 1-year sheriff elected by voters; 3-year term;  unchanged,
elected by voters term; rotation {in 3, out 3 years); all rotation (in 3, out 4 years}); blank prop- except:
others appointed by the legislature or erty requirement; all others appointed £1000 of
governor by the legislature or governor property
Taxation
assessment proportioned Declaration of Rights: persons ‘‘ought unchanged; no provision in constitu- unchanged

to estate

to contribute. . . according to. . .actual
worth”’

tion

oee
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then, not simply a matter of tightly disciplined factional voting. Yet the
voting record does not show that an agreement was reached; nor does it show
that there was none.

The problem is to penetrate, if possible, into the work of the committee of
the whole, for which no roll call votes were recorded and in which most of the
changes were made. Such an undertaking must be largely speculative, but the
following of some logical criteria may improve the chances of success. For one
thing, the delegates could not act without regard to outside opinion and the
continuing economic and political context. This meant that the tradeoffs
might reach beyond the constitution itself. For another thing, the motions
made, and those not made, in the convention after the committee of the whole
reported can shed much light on possible agreements in the committee.

The two factions, of course, had differing priorities. The Hall-Hammond
group wanted a different system of taxation, a broader franchise, annual elec-
tions, a plural executive, and the election of local officials. The Chase-Carroll
group wanted the new property qualifications for office, the old franchise re-
strictions, long terms of office, an indirectly elected senate, a single governor,
and appointed local officials. Not all of these objectives were totally incom-
patible.

On the franchise issue, where the positions were incompatible, the Hall-
Hammond faction inadvertently provided the compromise. Their instructions
of August 27, in addition to the taxpaying qualification for native freemen,
proposed that a “‘foreigner’” with 50 acres or a visible estate of £30 currency
also be allowed to vote. These amounts were adopted by the Chase-Carroll fac-
tion to defeat the broader taxpayer franchise, and applied in the constitution
to all voters. However, this was not an element of the major bargain, since two
attempts were made later in the convention to reopen this issue.

Regarding local officials, the obvious compromise was the election of some
and the appointment of others; the practical version agreed in the committee
of the whole was the election of the sheriff alone, the most important local offi-
cial. This was not reopened in the convention—the only motion for the election
of other local officials was not seconded. Yet this motion and the fact that the
property qualification for the office of sheriff was left blank, indicates that this
compromise also, like the one on the franchise, was not completely worked out
in the committee of the whole.

A compromise on the length of the terms in the two houses of the legislature
might be expected to give one house to each faction, providing annual election
of one house and the long term for the other. This was not so easy, however, be-
cause the seven year term for senators called for by the Tilghman committee
was so extreme. Moreover, two other elements were entangled with the issue
of terms of office: the matter of the indirect election of senators, and the plural
executive called for in the militia plan. Apparently, the Chase-Carroll faction
gave up two years on the term of each house in order to preserve their indirect
election and their governor. The Hall-Hammond faction gave up their plural
executive and direct annual election of senators to reduce the term of senators
and secure annual election in the lower house. It is difficult to estimate the rel-
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ative importance of the different elements of this compromise, but not one of
them was reopened—which indicated that they composed a cohesive package.

The analysis up to this point leaves two major issues to be decided, one from
each plan: taxation, and the property qualifications for office. It is suggested
that the two factions agreed to both. The qualifications would be written into
the constitution without reduction, and assessments proportioned to property,
vaguely approved in the Declaration of Rights, would be written into the law
at the next session of the legislature. This was a major bargain struck between
the factions in committee of the whole. As such, it puts the famous qualifica-
tions in a different light as the price exacted by the wealthy in return for their
assuming a fairer share of the burden of taxation.

The evidence for such a bargain is persuasive though not conclusive. Being
innovative and easily divisible, the qualifications could have been attacked by
motions to reduce the stated amounts, to exempt the deputies, or to discon-
tinue after a period of years; but no such motions are made. The convention
roll call votes were to be recorded and published, and the votes on such mo-
tions would influence some voters in subsequent elections, so such motions
would surely have been made in the absence of an agreement. Moreover, no
taxing clause such as that in the militia draft was proposed. Nevertheless, the
first session of the new legislature, composed exclusively of the wealthy, did
enact a new system of taxation proportioned to wealth in place of the hated
poll tax. Thirty-odd former members of the constitutional convention sat in
that House of Delegates, and six of them, including Hall and Chase, were ap-
pointed to a seven-man committee to bring in the new tax bill. The
committee’s bill was amended only once!? and passed without a recorded vote.
Perhaps more indicative of the compromise was the approval of the bill by the
senate where the very wealthy might be expected to kill it as a matter of
course. Of the fifteen senators, nine were alumni of the convention, and all of
them supported the new tax.'®

THREE

The property qualifications for office being thus established, the question re-
mains, how restrictive were they? We need to know if large numbers of people
could qualify, or only a few.

No discussion is recorded as to how restrictive the convention intended to
be, and no data were presented as to the expected effects. An opinion had been
expressed by the 885 freemen who signed the instructions to the Anne
Arundel delegates that ‘‘near half of the free inhabitants’’ could not qualify to
vote under the old requirement of 50 acres or £40 sterling.’* The old require-
ment for office holding had been the same as for voting; the new requirement
for office was at least seven times as high.'®

To arrive at an estimate of the numbers who could qualify it is necessary to
take a circuitous path through the marshy lowlands of statistical tabulations.
First, the numbers of free white males of voting age will be calculated and pre-
sented in Table II. Then male property holdings of the required values will be



TaBLE 11
NuMBERS OF FREE WHITE MALES OF VOTING AGE

Total Free Males Tabulated Districts
Asa % White
% White of the Males Property
Over 18 Black Over 21 Total Over 21 Holders

1782 1790 1782 1783 1782 1783
Anne Arundel 2,229 6.29 1,895 100 1,895 1,976
Baltimore 3,165 2.77 2,675 68.9 1,843 2,974
Calvert 894 3.00 777 100 777 749
Caroline 1,293 5.61 1,080 100 1,080 1,220
Cecil 2,000 1.53 1,795 81.2 1,458 1,056
Charles 2,115 3.91 1,811 99.1 1,794 1,740
Dorchester 1,828 5.04 1,535 100 1,535 1,531
Frederick 3,785 0.75 3,296 19.2 634 666
Harford 2,243 6.37 1,889 100 1,889 1,657
Kent 1,394 8.72 1,133 100 1138 1,072
Montgomery 2,160 2.38 1,884 98.7 1,860 1,804
Queen Anne’s 1,742 6.96 1,446 98.6 1,425 1,203
Somerset 1,598 3.17 1,372 100 1,372 1,307
Talbot 1,478 12.85 1,136 97.9 1,112 1,060
Washington 2,579 0.42 2,310 100 2,310 2,083
Worcester 1,733 2.23 1,501 100 1,501 1,566

Sources: Tabulations from assessors’ tax lists, Hall of Records, Annapolis. Data were not available for Prince George’s and St. Mary’s Counties.
Those for Frederick were not available for 1783 and for Anne Arundel were less complete, so 1782 has been substituted for the tabulations of those
counties.

Column 1: State summary of the 1782 tax list, Scharf Collection, Box 95, item 56, Hall of Records, Annapolis.

Column 2: Computed from Heads of Families at the First Census of the United States Taken in the Year 1790, Maryland (Washington, 1907), p. 9.
Column 3: Column 1 reduced by 4.5% of all white males, for ages 18-20, and by the percentage black (see note 19).

Column 4: White population of tabulated districts as a percentage of total white population reported in 1783.

Column 5: Column 3 reduced to correspond to the coverage of the tabulation.

Column 6: As tabulated from the detailed assessors’ returns.
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tabulated and their owners stated as percentages of the voting age white
males in Table I1I. The actual paths taken to these tables and certain difficul-
ties in the data are discussed in the footnotes.

This problem has been confronted by Ronald Hoffman,® with results that
are included in Table I1I. There are no completely satisfactory data surviving
from this period, but the best are the tax lists of 1783 which cover a large part
of the state in great detail. The kinds, amounts, and values of most sorts of
property are listed with the holder’s name and the numbers in his family. The
extraction of answers from these lists is very laborious and requires great care;
even then the results may not be entirely accurate.!” Nevertheless it may be
doubted that the sources of error, tending as they do in opposite directions,
seriously erode the reliability of the figures. In any event, they are the best we
have, and they also have the advantage of close comparability with the census
taken by the assessors in 1782.

A different sort of problem arises from the fact that the assessors did not re-
cord the ages of the white population.’® Fortunately a census was taken early
in 1776 which recorded exact ages of the white population in several counties.!®
Another difficulty concerns the free blacks, who were taxed and listed along
with the whites and rarely identified as such.? The constitution of 1776 did not
expressly bar them from voting or even from office holding, yet it seems desir-
able in the interest of realism to adjust the pool of potential members of the
legislature by excluding them.

By making these two adjustments, for those aged 18-20 and for the free
blacks, the 1782 figures for free males over eighteen can give approximate fig-
ures for free white males over twenty-one in each county. Since the property
data for 1783 are incomplete for some counties, however, it is necessary to
make a third adjustment reducing these figures to correspond to the districts
and hundreds for which property can be tabulated.”

The resulting figures can be used as bases for percentages eligible for the leg-
islature. As presented in Table II1 these percentages speak directly to the
original question as to how restrictive the new property requirements for office
were. Although stated in terms of the legislature, they are equally applicable
to other offices (except the governor) as indicated in Table I.

Several statements may be based on Table II1. First, the percentages are
quite small; in that sense the property qualifications clearly excluded about
five-sixths of the white adult males. In only three counties were as many as
one-fourth eligible for one house.?? Second, they were three times more restric-
tive in some counties for the House of Delegates than in others, and for the
Senate six times more restrictive in some than in others. These variations do
not correlate, however, with the disturbances at the polling places in August
1776 mentioned earlier. Third, the numbers eligible as Delegates but not as
Senators do not so greatly exceed the numbers eligible as Senators. In four
counties, in fact, the numbers are about the same. At the other extreme, in
Caroline County the former exceeded the latter four to one. Fourth, the per-
centages, both high and low, are fairly evenly distributed on the Eastern and
Western shores.



TasLE II1
PErsonNs ELIGIBLE FOR THE MARYLAND LEGISLATURE, 1783

White House of Delegates Senate
Males — =
Over 21 Hoffman’s Hoffman’s

1782 Number % o Number %o /)
Anne Arundel 1,895 219 11.6 15.3 240 12.7 13.3
Baltimore 1,843 274 149 9.5 232 12.6 7.6
Calvert 777 65 8.4 11.3 63 8.1 11.1
Caroline 1,080 103 9.5 7.2 26 2.4 3.2
Cecil 1,458 124 8.5 11.2 94 6.4 6.2
Charles 1,794 172 9.6 14.3 169 9.4 9.7
Dorchester 1,535 135 8.8 9.1 85 5.5 6.2
Frederick 634 53 8.4 — 23 3.6 -
Harford 1,889 131 6.9 7.8 101 5.3 5.4
Kent 1,133 165 14.6 13.7 108 9.5 9.2
Montgomery 1,860 194 10.4 10.9 102 5.5 5.6
Queen Anne'’s 1,425 157 11.0 - 133 9.3 —
Somerset 1,372 170 12.4 12.7 107 7.8 7.4
Talbot 1,112 113 10.2 10.0 84 7.6 6.9
Washington 2,310 100 4.3 — 44 1.9 —
Worcester 1,501 122 8.1 8.2 54 3.6 3.8

Sources: Tabulations from assessors’ tax lists, Hall of Records, Annapolis. Data for Anne Arundel and Frederick Counties are for 1782 {see note,

Table II).

Column 1: Same as column 5, Table 11.

Column 2: White males holding £500 of property, but not £1000.
Column 5: White males holding £1000 of property, or more.
Columns 3 and 6: Columns 2 and 5 as percentages of column 1.

Columns 4 and 7: Ronald Hoffman, A Spirit of Dissension: Ecomomics, Politics and the Revolution in Maryland (Baltimore, 1973), p. 180. Hoff-
man omitted Frederick, Queen Anne’s and Washington Counties.

o
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These results correlate at r=.75 with Hoffman’s findings, although the per-
centages are substantially lower than his. He did not, unfortunately, describe
his procedures, so it is impossible to account for the discrepancies. For nine
counties he used the 1782 figures for free males over eighteen without adjust-
ing them for free blacks or for the 18-20 year-olds, but he also tabulated in
nearly all cases substantially larger numbers of eligibles than the 1783 tax
lists reveal after the elimination of the women.

Four

This objective evidence of the undemocratic character of Maryland’s new
government, prior to the abandonment of the property qualifications in 1810,
needs, nevertheless, to be seen in another light. The question needs to be
asked, were there other persons, lacking sufficient property, whom the people
would elect in the absence of the constitutional restrictions?

The best measure of the practical effect (if any) of the new qualifications for
public office is to be found by comparing the memberships of the revolutionary
conventions elected in 1774-1776 with those new requirements. For members
of the conventions there were no requirements, and even the old restrictions on
voting tended to be relaxed as the revolutionary crisis approached. Then, if
ever, it would seem, the people of Maryland had an opportunity to elect non-
wealthy representatives.

To examine this possibility the last three conventions before the reimposi-
tion of the old voting rules for the constitutional convention, those of Decem-
ber 1775 and May and June, 1776, were studied. Some eighty-seven persons
sat in one or more of these, including four future governors and over half of the
first Senate. Many of them were later elected to the House or Senate under the
constitution; others show up in the tax lists, the Deed Books, Debt Books, or
other land records. Some of these give holdings by acres and not by value, and
do not include personal property or slaves, so that for three of the eighty-seven
men the values of holdings may have been below £500. Of these three, the one
with the least land, Jeremiah Jordan of St. Mary’s County, had 200 acres in
1768, and was assessed at £850 in 1793.%

It thus appears probable that every one of the members of these conventions
would have been able to meet the new property qualifications. In this sense the
new requirements were not at all restrictive on current practice. They were an
exercise of foresight intended to prevent future dangers of democracy, to for-
malize and reinforce the existing dominance of the political class, and not to
hold back a tide already strongly running. Had there been such a tide, could
such provisions have been written into a constitution that was available to the
public for seven weeks before it was formally adopted—without protest? The
Tilghman committee draft, as published, contained blanks, but the intention
to require property holdings was very clear.? Yet little or no public discussion
ensued, to judge by the quite open columns of the Maryland Gazette, even
after the final constitution was published.?



Maryland’s Property Qualifications for Office 337

In summary, Maryland’s anti-proprietary aristocrats entrenched their con-
trol in their new constitution by extending New Jersey’s property requirement
system to all important offices. They put it through the convention by compro-
mising their factional differences and by accepting a new assessment method
of taxation. Under this system about 7 percent of the white males over twenty-
one were eligible for the Senate and another 9.7 percent for the House of Dele-
gates. Restrictive as this may seem, it was no more so than the existing prac-
tices; yet until repealed the requirements prevented the practice from evolv-
ing.

The constitution was conservative and it reflected a conservative streak in
the people of Maryland. They had had enough of rapid political change: the end
of the proprietary, the enfranchisement of Catholics and Germans, the war and
the break with England had all come upon them in the past two years. It is not
surprising that many looked to the long-established political families to steer
them through the uncharted seas ahead. The apprehensions of Charles Carroll,
mutatis mutandis, must have been widely shared. Recognizing this popular
trait, as well as the desire for a broader franchise, the leaders could, and did, di-
vide into factions over the expedients that were thought necessary to contain
the popular unrest, to preserve their customary dominance. But there is little
evidence that any among them thought this would require concessions adverse
to their continued control—much less that the aristocracy should be replaced
by a democracy.

This suggests that the notion of an erosion of deference, under the impact of
the collapse of the proprietary government and the approach of independence,
can easily be overstated. The vessels Peggy Stewart and Totness were burned,
of course, but Governor Eden’s view that ‘‘All power is getting fast into the
Hands of the very lowest of the People’’* need not be taken too seriously. The
change of government was not a change of class. The ruling families of Mary-
land cleverly made minimal concessions toward democracy—an extension of
the franchise and tax reform—more than balanced by their indirect election of
senators and their property qualifications, and thus rode the Revolution to-
ward their own goals.
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Maryland Gazette (Annapolis), July 18 and August 22, 1776; reprinted as an Appendix in
Skaggs, Maryland Democracy.

Statutes at Large of South Carolina, 4 (Columbia, 1838), 98-101. This refers to the proclama-
tion of Queen Anne on June 18, 1704, fixing the Spanish dollar at six shillings, so the pound
sterling equalled £1'4 Spanish. Most of the colonies circumvented this rule. See Curtis P.
Nettels, The Money Supply of the American Colonies Before 1720 (Madison, 1934),
pp. 242-249.
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Bradford (n.p., 1717) [Evans, 1915], p. §; Aaron Leaming and Jacob Spicer, The Grants, Con-
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{Annapolis, 1777), Chapter 9 [Evans, 15393]. By Act of February 11, 1777, New Jersey set
the Spanish dollar at £0/4/6 sterling or £0/7/6 *‘lawful money of this State,”” which is also 1%.
Acts of the Council and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey, ed. Peter Wilson
{Trenton, 1784), Chapter 10 {Evans, 18632], p. 7.

These constitutions are most accessible in Francis N. Thorpe, ed., The Federal, and State
Constitutions. .. (Washington, 1909), Maryland, 3:1691-1701, New Jersey, 5:2594-2598,
and South Carolina, 6:3241-3248.

Figures derived from Edward C. Papenfuse et al.,, Directory of Maryland Legislators (An-
napolis, 1974). Discussion of the convention is based on Proceedings of the Conventions of
the Province of Maryland, Held at the City of Annapolis, in 1774, 1775, and 1776 (Baltimore,
1836).

For example, his letters to his father, August 23, October 4, October 10, etc. Charles Carroll
of Annapolis Papers, Maryland Historical Society.-

This amendment fixed pauper estates at £30. No attempt was made against the basic princi-
ple of assessments proportioned to property.

No dissent to the tax is recorded although Carroll, Tilghman, and others had entered dis-
sents on other matters. Votes and Proceedings of the House of Delegates, February Session
1777 [Evans, 43275], pp. 49, 89; Votes and Proceedings of the Senate, First Session, 1777
[Evans, 15396], pp. 44, 48, §6-57, 61. The law itself is in Laws of Maryland (Annapolis,
1777), Chapter 21 [Evans, 15393].

Maryland Gazette (Annapolis), August 22, 1776. )

The lowest requirement, £500 currency, equalled £300 sterling. See above, note 8.

Ronald Hoffman, A Spirit of Dissension: Economics, Politics and the Revolution in
Maryland (Baltimore, 1973), pp. 179-180.

First, there may be certain characteristics that make us underestimate the actual numbers
qualifying. (1) Even assuming equal diligence and objectivity among the various assessors,
some among them may have underassessed to provide tax relief. Some kinds of property,
such as slaves, were standardized at uniform rates, but the assessor had to judge the qual-
ity of the land and value it accordingly. (2) The assessors worked by districts or hundreds,
and no attempt has been made to aggregate individuals’ holdings in two or more districts or
hundreds. Some persons not qualified by any single entry on the lists may have appeared on
additional lists, with adequate total property, without being detected. (3) A few partner-
ships and business listings, counted as single units, may have qualified more than one per-
son.

Second, certain characteristics may tend toward overestimation of the numbers qualify-
ing. (1) Politically ambitious taxpayers with marginal holdings may have exaggerated their
value in order to qualify. (2) Individuals with two or more large holdings, on different lists,
may have been counted two or more times.

Third, some aspects of the data may introduce error, sometimes increasing and some-
times decreasing the numbers. (1) Simple tabulating errors. For example, since women were
excluded from politics, but not from the tax lists, any error in detecting the gender of hand-
written first names would be reflected in the figures. (2) Undivided estates were listed as
“the heirs of . . .” The numbers, ages, and sex of the heirs being unknown, such entries were
treated as though one male adult held the property. (3) Some data are simply missing:
Prince George’s and St. Mary’s Counties, almost all of Frederick, and certain districts and
hundreds in other counties. These data may have differed from those that have survived in
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ways that undermine generalizations from the data we have. (4) Some figures may have
been misread. Calligraphy was usually very clear, but worn margins or faded ink occasion-
ally introduced uncertainty.

They used generally three categories: property holders, ‘‘single men,” and paupers, and
sometimes gave figures for “able bodied men.”” None of these coincides with the voting age
of twenty-one, the age required for Delegates. Early marriage shifted men out of the ranks
of single men into those of the property holders or the paupers. Conversely, others remained
single after reaching twenty-one. In some counties many of the “single men” were free
blacks. Thus all three tax categories contain some men both above and below the critical
age, and some other means is needed for estimating their numbers independently.

The extant returns are published in Bettie S. Carothers (ed.), 1776 Census of Maryland
(Lutherville, Maryland, n.d.), and in Gaius M. Brumbaugh (ed.), Maryland Records, 2 vols.
(Baltimore, 1915, 1928). Complete returns have not survived, but enough are extant to per-
mit the calculation of the ratios of various age groups. Moreover, the assessors of 1782 have
left us a summary statement of both white population and free males over eighteen by coun-
ties (Scharf Collection, Box 95, item 56, Hall of Records, Annapolis). The 1776 ratios can be
used to remove those aged eighteen through twenty from the 1782 figures: from surviving
data for over 10,000 males from five counties it appears that about 4.5 percent of them were
in that age bracket. This low figure may result from absent militia members not being re-
ported.

A census of 1755 reported separately free mulattos and free blacks by counties. At that
time their numbers ranged from 0.1 percent of the males sixteen and over in Cecil County to
3.2 percent in Calvert, but these percentages surely changed by 1783. The census of 1790
distinguished, by counties, white males and females and “‘all other free persons.” From
these figures for all ages it appears that in several counties the free blacks had reached sig-
nificant numbers—nearly 13 percent in Talbot County.

Although the parts of a county available for property tabulations may differ from other
parts, the coverage, with a few exceptions, is so nearly complete that this method seems
more reliable than the alternative of basing the percentages on the direct tabulations which
contain unknown numbers of free blacks and men under twenty-one. However, the numbers
of male property holders as tabulated are presented in Table II for comparison with the
numbers derived as above.

The percentages for Baltimore County are probably too high. Between 1782 and 1790 the
white population of the county grew by 73%, or about 7% per year. However, if the base of
1843 is increased by 7% the figures remain high: 13.9% and 11.8%.
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not take their seats and thus were not investigated, who held less property.

The Constitution and Form of Government Proposed for the Consideration of the Delegates
of Maryland (Annapolis, 1776), Wroth 373, copy at the Maryland Historical Society,
Baltimore.

See, as an exception, the long poem based on the Tilghman draft in the issue of October 24,
1776. Nothing whatever appeared in the following eight months.

This figure (and others) for the Senate is slightly high since some who held enough property
were below the age of twenty-five required for the Senate.

Robert Eden to Lord Dartmouth, October 1, 1775, in ““Correspondence of Governor Eden,”
Maryland Historical Magazine, 2 (June, 1907): 101,



Deer Park Hotel

ALISON K. HOAGLAND

IN THE LATE NINETEENTH CENTURY, SUMMER RESORTS GAINED INCREASING POP-
ularity. Accessibility to vacation spots was improved by the extended use of
the railroad and the steamer. Travel became more pleasant and less expensive.
Furthermore, after the Civil War a new leisure class arose. While America had
always had its wealthy upper class, this Victorian upper class was larger and
more inclined to travel and be seen at the proper places. By examining the rise
and fall of one of these summer resorts, it will be possible to determine who es-
tablished them and who frequented them and why. The very style of architec-
ture employed speaks volumes about the attitudes of the users to vacations
and to the real world.

Deer Park Hotel in Garrett County, Maryland, opened on July 4, 1873, was
owned and built by the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, and was the brainchild of
its president, John W. Garrett. Deer Park’s attractions were its mountain air,
spring water, and cool temperatures. It was an immediate success; annexes
were built, and throughout the 1880s cottages were built on the grounds to be
rented. In 1886 President Grover Cleveland spent his honeymoon in one of the
cottages; Deer Park had arrived.

Before 1849, there was not a single city or town in what would soon be Gar-
rett County; then the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad came to the county. In a fran-
tic race with the Chesapeake & Ohio Canal to reach the Ohio River, the B & O
Railroad was routed through western Maryland. By 1872 the county had the
required 10,000 population to break off from Allegany County, of which it has
been a part since 1789. The county acknowledged its debt of existence to the
railroad when it took the name of the president of the B & O, John W. Garrett.
When informed that a county might be named after him, Garrett promised to
take care of it, and that he would make Oakland, the county seat, ‘‘a first class
station, erect new and commodious buildings here and do everything in his
power to assist the new county and seat.””

John W. Garrett was born in Baltimore on July 31, 1820, the son of Robert
Garrett, a Scotch-Irish immigrant. He was president of the B & O from 1858
until his death in 1884, one of the longest reigns in the B & O’s history. A man
of iron will, he ruled the B & O with vision and ambition. In his 1860 annual
report, he wrote:

The salubrious climate and beautiful country among the highlands of Western
Maryland have elicited much attention during the past season; but the absence of
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adequate hotel accommodations has materially checked the tendency to seek these
Glades for summer homes. Arrangements are being made for additional hotels;
and a large population from the South, East and West will probably hereafter se-
lect this singularly picturesque and attractive region for summer resort. A consid-
erable increase of local travel may be anticipated from this source.?

The Civil War forced him to postpone development, but on July 4, 1872,
ground was broken for the Deer Park Hotel.

Another important figure in the Deer Park’s history is Henry G. Davis, U.S.
Senator from West Virginia, 1870-1882. Davis worked his way up through the
B & O organization, then he left it and went into the lumber and coal business.
Using his railroad knowledge, he built a tramway and owned extensive prop-
erty in the Deer Park area, as well as founding the town of Deer Park. While
his residence was in Piedmont, West Virginia, he built a large summer home at
Deer Park in 1867. That same year, he sold the original “Peace and Plenty”
tract to the B & O for the Deer Park resort. After the hotel was built, Davis
built five summer cottages on his adjacent property, renting them out and
eventually selling them to the railroad.?

‘The Deer Park Hotel, now no longer standing, was designed by architect
Ephraim Baldwin of Baltimore. Baldwin had been associated with Bruce
Price, the American architect credited with introducing the distinctive
“chateau style’’ of railroad architecture to Canada.* Baldwin specialized in ec-
clesiastical work and built many stone churches in the Baltimore area. He also
continued his work for the B & O Railroad after Deer Park, designing the cen-
tral offices of the B & O in Baltimore. The structure was a Romanesque,
mansard-roofed building of seven stories, completed in 1880.° In 1883, Bald-
win formed a partnership with his former apprentice, Josias Pennington, and
the firm of Baldwin and Pennington became famous for their work for the
B & O Railroad. One example is the Mount Royal Station in Baltimore, which
was designed by the firm, opening in 1896. It is an attractive Romanesque
stone structure and is today used as an art school. Baldwin and Pennington
are said to have designed most of the buildings at Deer Park.

The Deer Park Hotel (fig. 1) was in the Swiss Alpine style, which Garrett
was said to have admired on a previous trip to Europe. Four stories above a
raised stone basement, it was of native white pine and had a slate roof of con-
trasting colors, surmounted by a picturesque cupola.® Annexes to the east and
west were soon built and an 1882 travel guide described them:

The main building at Deer Park has by the recent improvements been enlarged
and the dining-room increased to double its former capacity. Flanking either side
of the hotel are the new annexes—the architecture of the Queen Anne order—and
their exterior adding greatly to the ornamental attractiveness of the place. They
are connected by light and graceful passage-ways covered overhead, and so ar-
ranged so as to be closed on all sides in inclement weather. In the west annex is a
ball-room—one of the most spacious and best arranged to be found at any summer
resort.’
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Ficure 1.
The Deer Park Hotel shortly after it opened in 1873. The extensive verandahs show a welcoming
of the countryside, while the barge-boarding and gables reflect a fanciful quality. Print made
1881, Wittemann Bros. Courtesy National Museum of History & Technology, Smithsonian In-
stitution.

Other buildings were added, including, in 1887, a large glass-roofed building
which housed two swimming pools, one for men and one for women.® In 1887,
the hotel property covered about 4,000 acres.® Because of the immediate popu-
larity of the Deer Park Hotel, the B & O built another hotel six miles away in
Oakland in 1876. Their accessibility to the railroads was a drawing card, as
neither hotel was more than 300 yards from the nearest railroad station. In
1882 it was noted that ‘‘Express trains from Baltimore reach Deer Park in less
than eight hours, and from Cincinnati in eleven hours.’’** In 1896 a B & O pub-
lication advised, ‘‘The Washingtonian or the Baltimorean can comfortably
traverse the distance separating his home from this gem of the Alleghenies
while mastering the contents of his morning paper.”’!

By 1884, B & O had built five large cottages, numbered 1 through 5, and had
acquired the five smaller Davis cottages.!? These cottages were rented out fur-
nished for the season, and tenants could dine either there or at the hotel. They
were in a variety of styles, including one board and batten Downing-type cot-
tage, with a polygonal wing and varied floorplan (fig. 2). The cottage owned by
John W. Garrett for his personal use was built in 1881, and burned in 1939,
but it survives in pictures. It is in a fanciful stick style, board and batten
with brackets and porches, and owes a debt to the Swiss Chalet style of which
Garrett was so fond. Two remaining cottages are in the Shingle Style with cen-
tral massing and deep verandahs (figs. 3, 4); one of these retains its imbricated
shingles on the second level with clapboards on the first (fig. 3). Two other,
finer cottages remain, and are significant for the names that are associated
with them.
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FiGuRre 2.

Cottage No. 2 is now called the Cleveland Cottage (fig. 5), due to the stay of
the President and his bride on their honeymoon. The Clevelands were married
at the White House on June 2, 1886, and left that night on the private car of
Robert Garrett, who succeeded his father as president of the B & O. They ar-
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FiGure 4.

rived early the following morning and spent a week at Deer Park before the
hotel season opened. The New York Times described the cottage:

The cottage is two and a half stories high, and is constructed in a style resembling
the Queen Anne as much as anything. It is of wood and is painted gray, with dark
red shutters. The roof can be seen through the trees from the railroad station,
although another cottage intervenes. . .. There is nothing pretentious or extraor-
dinary about its appearance. It was built last Summer by the company and this is
the first time it has been furnished, although a tenant used it for a little while
toward the close of last season. There are seven rooms in the two stories and ser-
vants quarters above.!*

The reporter goes on to describe the layout of the rooms, the Brussels carpets,
and the furniture. The cottage features high pitched roofs, asymmetrical mass-
ing, deep porches, and large windows, and is well-integrated with its mountain-
ous countryside.

In about 1892, Josias Pennington, now the partner of Ephraim Baldwin,
built two new cottages near Cottage No. 5. Of these two 1892 cottages, one
was for Charles K. Lord, vice-president of the B & O, and one was for Penning-
ton, who took title in 1893.'* Although the Lord cottage no longer stands, the
Pennington Cottage (fig. 6) is a fine example of the Shingle Style, still retain-
ing its wood shingles. Two and a half stories high, it features a gambrel roof
and a wide verandah on the first level. Its spaciousness, exterior covering, and
accessibility, through the porches, to the outside reveal a consciousness of lo-
cation. The double door entranceway with rectangular sidelights and transom
is inviting yet bespeaks great wealth. It is a monumental, striking building.
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FiGure 5.

Deer Park Hotel began to decline after 1900. Robert B. Garrett, who was the
son of Patrick J. Garrett, the superintendent of Deer Park, and not directly re-
lated to John W. Garrett, attributed the hotel’s decreasing popularity to the

FicuRre 6.
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advent of the automobile. People were no longer willing to spend their entire
vacations in one spot. Before 1906, Garrett County was not even accessible by
automobile, although many visitors shipped their Packards and Pierce-Arrows
by rail to Deer Park in order to drive around the hotel roads, just as previous
generations had shipped their horses and carriages. Starting in 1911, the
B & O brought in a succession of management companies to run the hotel, but
none could make a success of it.'* In 1924, the Company sold the entire prop-
erty to Henry S. Duncan, a successful hotelier, who renovated and refurbished
the hotel. But Duncan was ruined in the Crash of 1929, and the property was
sold for taxes. In 1932, the National Slovak Association acquired the tract
called ““Peace and Plenty,”” the B & O’s original investment, including build-
ings and ‘“‘all furniture, fixtures, linens, tableware, machinery, etc.”’'” Ten
years later they sold to Thomas J. Johnson and the Mon Valley Coal & Lumber
Co. who chopped down trees and dismantled the buildings one by one. After
the war, Mon Valley subdivided the property and sold to individual owners,
but the damage was done; the hotel and many of the cottages no longer stood.

Deer Park was attractive for the escape it offered: escape from noisy,
smoggy cities and from increasingly insistent workers and immigrants. The
healthful qualities of Deer Park were emphasized again and again. An 1882
travel guide notes:

Of the beneficial effects of a sojourn at this altitude little need be said, as those
who have studied the advantages of pure, bracing air, and of an atmosphere that
never during the hottest months exceeds 70°, and invariably at night is suffi-
ciently cool to necessitate the use of blankets, and plenty of them, are familiar with
the facts of the case.'®

In 1899, The Book of the Royal Blue, a publication of the B & O, describes the
spring water in the following terms: ‘‘most delightful crystal clear water. . .by
analysis absolutely pure...highly recommended by leading physicians.”!®
Deer Park Spring Water, incidentally, was served on the B & O Railroad as
late as 1957, the company having retained the rights when it sold the
property .2 The altitude of 2,800 feet provided the cool crisp air which summer
vacationers sought. Even spiritual uplift is promised in this 1896 B & O publi-
cation:

To be above the ordinary level of the earth’s surface is, presumably, to be nearer
heaven. Hence, to be over 2,000 feet above the plane whereon three-fourths of
humanity toil and struggle, is not only to be uplifted in body as well as in spirit,
but to be nearer that blessed place to which, according to orthodoxy, good people
go when they die. The site of Deer Park—and its near-at-hand sister, Oakland—
was superbly fitted ages ago for the purpose to which it is dedicated. Earth, air,
sky and water here combined to render summer life a positive charm.”

The wilderness setting was also emphasized, as this contemporary account
shows:

The hotel is situated on the slope of one of the prettiest valleys on the summit of
the mountain, and faces to the southeast, having a background of heavy timber.
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The valley slopes down to a beautiful meadow, through which the railroad runs.
The opposite slope has been cleared of all undergrowth, leaving only stately oaks
scattered here and there to the distant summit, where earth and sky seem to meet,
and above which the clouds often gather and expand themselves in those sudden
summer storms—always grand and beautiful as seen from the hotel—which pre-
serve the continual freshness and verdure of the hills and valleys.*

This wilderness-worship of the late nineteenth century was a consequence of
the increasing settlement and urbanization of the whole continent. In 1893
Frederick Jackson Turner stated his frontier thesis, which was in response to
the fact that America no longer had a frontier, according to the Census of
1890.% As a result of the disappearing frontier, preservation of the wilderness
became desirable, witnessed in the establishment of Yellowstone National
Park in 1872, the same year Deer Park Hotel was begun. B & O publications
played up the wilderness aspect of the hotel:

The utmost good taste has been shown in the preservation of the forests, whilst re-
moving enough trees to enhance the beauty of the grounds. Rising above the sur-
rounding oaks, beech, maple, etc., the roof line of the main hotel reveals itself
above a verdant background of dense foliage.*

One of the main activities at Deer Park was driving through hotel grounds in
carriages shipped out by rail. The newspapers touched on this in discussing
the site of Cleveland’s honeymoon cottage:

It is in the centre of a grove, and is upon one of the finest driveways, forty miles of
which have recently been constructed through the grove and park. The President
and his bride will find abundant use for the horses which his friends have provided
for them in this mountain retreat. The drivers are a charming feature of the place,
the roads being particularly well constructed, and as smooth and even almost as
race-tracks.®

By 1899, the hotel offered golf, tennis, swimming, and band concerts.? Thus,
like any spa should, Deer Park emphasized the passive, healthful benefits that
one would enjoy just by being there, while at the same time endeavoring to
provide enough recreation facilities to keep more active visitors entertained.

There was no mistaking whom the railroad was trying to attract: the ele-
ment of society that was not only wealthy but well-bred. The elegance of the
hotel is repeatedly mentioned, here by a contemporary historian: *“The hotel is
large and handsome in appearance, and is fitted up in elegant style. It is pro-
vided with all the latest improvements and conveniences, and the food and ser-
vice are of the very best character.”’”” Besides President Cleveland, Presidents
Grant and Harrison were also said to have visited Deer Park. While B & O
publications refrained from sounding exclusive, an 1882 travel writer was not
so restrained:

The character of the guests at Oakland and Deer Park has since the opening of the
resorts been strictly of the highest order. The old aristocratic families of Balti-
more, Washington and Philadelphia have for many seasons spent the summer in
the Glades of the Alleghanies, and of late years Western people have become at-
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tached to the locality, and not a few of the best-known families regularly make the
season at Deer Park or else at Oakland. The result is that the social aspect at either
of those places corresponds with that which is found at only a few of the summer
resorts.?

Being seen in the right places has always been important for a socialite, and
Deer Park was one of these places. A resort further emphasized the fact that
one did not have to work. As Thorstein Veblen wrote in his well-known essay
‘“The Theory of the Leisure Class’ in 1899: “Conspicuous abstention from
labor therefore becomes the conventional mark of superior pecuniary achieve-
ment and the conventional index of reputability.”’? Conspicuous leisure be-
came increasingly important in the late nineteenth century; a resort directory
of 1875 noted: ‘“Each year adds to the popularity of summer travel. The vaca-
tion fever returns annually with ‘the season,” and custom demands that every
well-to-do family prepare for it.”’* But rather than vacations becoming exclu-
sive, they were being popularized. Whereas Westinghouse’s Saturday half-
holiday was startling in 1880, an editorial in the New York World in the late
1920s noted: “In little more than a generation the vacation has become univer-
sal,”’®

The attitudes of Deer Park vacationers were not, however, in favor of com-
mon vacations. The architectural style of the buildings expressed a with-
drawal from society, a communing with nature, and a desire for exclusivity
and retreat. The Alpine Swiss style, for example, in which the hotel itself was
constructed, was not original or even indigenous to America. It reflected John
W. Garrett’s desire to make Deer Park a resort as famous as the Swiss Alps,
and to emphasize the natural beauty of Deer Park by comparing it to Switzer-
land. This fantasy quality—the idea of trying to re-create a Swiss village in
Maryland—reflects the idea of escape inherent in a vacation resort. The two
Picturesque cottages—Garrett’s and the abovementioned board and batten
one—together with the hotel reflect a preoccupation with nature, through
porches and bay windows. The Picturesque Style is by nature eclectic, leaving
the setting to determine what design features to borrow,* and the emphasis
here on the Alpine Swiss is not accidental.

The use of the Shingle Style is even more interesting in this context. Actu-
ally, the terms ‘‘Shingle Style”’ and ‘‘Stick Style’ are ex post facto descrip-
tions created by twentieth-century architectural historians to describe nine-
teenth-century styles. At the time, Shingle Style was popularly called Queen
Anne, although it developed more from Richard Norman Shaw’s adaptation of
the Queen Anne. It was H. H. Richardson, an American, who developed the
Shingle Style from Shavian Queen Anne, and distinguished it by using wood
shingles on the facades. He also gave it a new sense of interior space, with
rooms that flowed freely into one another grouped about a hall. This hall was
often medieval in character, with a monumental fireplace and stairs.

Vincent Scully, who gave the Shingle Style its name, has an interesting ex-
planation for why it emerged when it did.*® At the 1876 Centennial Exhibition,
buildings in the Queen Anne style gained acceptance, particularly in architec-
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tural journals. The Shingle Style also had roots in colonial styles, which of-
fered big fireplaces, low ceilings, and a sense of shelter. The colonial style owed
its revival to two factors, one being the Centennial, which caused Americans to
look to their own history. The other reason was the rise in popularity of sum-
mer resorts, which were often at the seashore and often in colonial seaports,
like Newport, which had a number of colonial buildings. It is easy too to attrib-
ute the interest in colonial revival, as Scully does, to ‘‘the longing for the sea in
the early 1870s, perhaps a longing for escape from an industrial civilization
grown complex and brutal, from cities grown too dense and hard.”’*

At any rate, the Shingle Style, thanks largely to Richardson, was a valid
style in its own right and not a mere copy of earlier styles. Large overhanging
roofs integrated the masses, and wide porches provided direct access from in-
terior to exterior. The sensitive integration of house plan to site and the orien-
tation of rooms to dramatic views made it the perfect style for resorts in pic-
turesque places. The use of natural materials made the Shingle Style house
less of an intrusion of the landscape.? The same sentiments that caused people
to vacation in the wilderness caused people to build in the Shingle Style: a
search for the wilderness, and a longing to escape the hardness of industrial
civilization.

James Marston Fitch sees a split between the architect and the engineer as
“‘an inevitable product of the social order.”’** While the industrialists were will-
ing to subsidize technology for business purposes, when it came to their own
houses they preferred conservative styles expressive of their world view. Thus,
architects were forced to ignore technological advances and create romantic re-
treats as houses for their wealthy patrons. Although Fitch excepts the Shingle
Style from his retreat, and calls it ‘‘handsome, open and hospitable,”’*” there
are elements of the fortress about it. Its debt to Queen Anne medievalism has
already been acknowledged. Although the building materials were sympa-
thetic and pliable, and the room arrangement informal, the massing produced
a formidable monument. Lewis Mumford, too, saw ‘‘a new feudalism. . . here
was a mode of building, solid, formidable, at times almost brutal that served
the esthetic needs of the barons of coal and steel.”’*® While he is probably refer-
ring here to Richardson’s Romanesque masonry buildings, it can be argued
that Richardson converted that same attitude of retreat into wood, into wilder-
ness, and the Shingle Style resulted.

Another look at the Pennington and Cleveland Cottages will demonstrate
the feeling of inaccessibility that the visitor experiences. Their size is on the
monumental scale; it is difficult to believe the Cleveland Cottage has just
seven rooms. The double doors of the Pennington Cottage are imposing, while
the main entrance to the Cleveland Cottage is not even apparent. Both cot-
tages are raised nearly a full story off the ground, which puts the visitor at a
disadvantage, and prevents the casual observer from being able to look in. As
inhospitable as these cottages are to the visitor, they welcome openly their
nature, trying to bring it in. They are both set on knolls and take advantage of
their excellent sites, yet without intruding on the landscape. The dark brown
wood shingles of the Pennington Cottage, and the original gray wood of the
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Cleveland Cottage (which is now covered offensively with fake-brick asphalt)
state their intention of compatibility with the surrounding wilderness. These
cottages achieve the Shingle Style’s objectives of integration with the land-
scape, and escape from the industrial world.

Deer Park’s buildings are expressive of the vacation instinct to turn one’s
back on the industrial world. While the Shingle Style cottages achieve a rap-
port with nature and formidability to humans, the fanciful Picturesque build-
ings are equally escapist. The presence of a class who not only desired to
escape, but were able to do so and even enhanced their reputations by doing so,
is a logical product of a widely distended late nineteenth-century society. The
role of the railroad in the establishment and success of the Deer Park
Hotel—and the county as well—is likewise revealing of the times. Deer Park
Hotel, in its appearance and existence, is a fitting commentary on late nine-
teenth-century America.
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Augustine Herman: The Leading
Cartographer of the Seventeenth Century

KAREL J. KANSKY

THE REPUTATION OF AUGUSTINE HERMAN, FOUNDER OF BoHEM1A MANOR 1N
eastern Maryland in 1660 or 1661, has long received undisputed acceptance.
Numerous historians who have recognized his innovative accomplishments
and several biographers who have emphasized his managerial skills agree that
Augustine Herman has played an eminent legal and political role in the forma-
tion of the United States.! Seemingly overlooked in his list of attributes is the
fact that he was an excellent surveyor and cartographer.

Augustine Herman made his way to the Western Hemisphere in the Service
of the Dutch West India Company and to Maryland in the service of Governor
Stuyvesant, the chief administrator of New Netherlands, residing at that time
in New Amsterdam (New York City). He is generally believed to have been a
native of MSeno in Bohemia, the son of an Evangelical pastor Abraham Her-
man, who emigrated to Western Europe with his family in 1621 because of the
religious oppression prevailing over his homeland at that time. Educated
within the tradition of a Protestant church, the Unity of Czech Brethren,
which emphasized acquiring versatile skills and broad knowledge,? Augustine
Herman gained additional practical skills and sense of entrepreneurship while
working for the Dutch West India Company.

Augustine Herman stands out in the economic, political and legal history of
this country. He is credited with having been the first organizer of the Virginia
tobacco trade. While employed as a clerk of the Dutch West India Company he
launched the first regular trade connections with the Low Countries in the late
1640s and extended them to London and Liverpool later on.’ In 1647, 1649 and
1650 he was a member, chairman and vice-chairman, respectively, of the
“Board of Nine Men,”’ a council selected to assist the governor of the Dutch
colony and which functioned as an early municipal government of New Am-
sterdam. In the late 1650s he was sent as an ambassador and special envoy of
Governor Stuyvesant to Boston, Rhode Island, Maryland and Virginia to con-
duct conferences to discuss cooperative missions and conflicts with the admin-
istrators of the English colonies.* Augustine Herman and his family are recog-
nized as the first family to have been naturalized by an American colony. In ac-
quiring the privileges of citizenship he had shown great diplomatic skills in ne-
gotiating and obtaining a decree of denization of January 14, 1660, along with
the land grant which became known as Bohemia Manor. Thus, he managed to
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become the ‘“‘first and only foreign born’’ vassal of Lord Baltimore with the
right to bear a title and to be recognized as Lord of Bohemia Manor. His legal
status was further advanced in 1666 when Maryland’s local authorities issued
the decree of naturalization to him and his descendants. It has been hypothe-
sized by the historian John Fiske that Herman’s decree ‘‘has hastened the
Virginia Statute of 1668, permitting the naturalization of aliens five years resi-
dent in the Old Dominion.’’*

Augustine Herman has also notably influenced the early religious history of
Maryland. Having received his early education in religiously intolerant
schools of Bohemia, he acquired a high degree of ecumenical spirit. Although a
member of a Protestant church, Herman gained many close friends within the
Catholic circles surrounding Philip Calvert, the brother of Lord Baltimore, and
he promised to assist in establishing a Catholic foundation in Cecil County,
Maryland. Even though a permanent Catholic mission was not built on Her-
man’s grant until after his death in 1704, the site of the Catholic church and
residence of the Jesuit fathers retained the name ‘“Bohemia Manor.”” This was
the first mission outside the Jesuit churches in Charles and St. Mary’s Coun-
ties of Lower Maryland, and it antedates the introduction of missions to Penn-
sylvania.® During his later years Herman sponsored the establishment of a
Labadist Christian Socialist colony by deeding about 3,750 acres of his Manor
in 1684, and included in his will “‘a contingent provision for the founding of a
Protestant school on Bohemia Manor.”””

In retrospect, Augustine Herman can be seen as an innovative agricultural-
ist who successfully experimented on his Manor with a variety of ‘‘at that time
new crops,”’ among them indigo,® and as one of the foremost transportation
and regional planners in America of his time. He may be credited with having
been a successful planner and builder of long-distance transport links in
eastern Maryland and Delaware. One example of his commendable foresight
was his proposal for constructing a canal to connect Chesapeake and Delaware
Bays. His idea was implemented a hundred years later when citizens of Phila-
delphia made a serious survey of the economic potential of areas of the Dela-
ware Peninsula. Construction of the canal was finally completed in 1829.° He
also proposed and established several landings on either side of the peninsula
and with much effort connected a branch of the Bohemian River by a cart road
{called a ‘“‘cross path’’) through the woods to the Appoquinimink River, a
stream which flows into Delaware Bay. By constructing this preliminary
water link he greatly increased the relative accessibility of Bohemian Landing,
located on his Manor near the mouth of the Bohemian River. To make his
Manor more accessible by land he constructed a dense network of local roads
throughout the estate, as well as a portion of a long-distance highway to New
Castle. This project was masterminded and initiated by Herman, who was able
to implement it by successfully negotiating for substantial assistance from the
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English authorities. In 1671, the English administrators in New York issued
an order to residents of New Castle, Delaware to clear half the right-of-way for
a road from that settlement to Bohemia Manor. The residents of Maryland
under Herman’s guidance, were to clear the other half. For decades this road
was an important transportation artery facilitating all kinds of traffic between
plantations as well as serving as a long-distance trade route between nuclear
settlements and cities of Maryland and Delaware. Because of his extensive
transportation projects, his Manor acquired the character of an outstanding
port of transfer, an important break-of-bulk point. The transfer and trade func-
tions of Bohemia Manor persisted for many years. For example, ““in 1715, Bo-
hemian Landing was made the place where duties on all liquors from Pennsyl-
vania should be paid.’’*°

Because of his interests in painting topographical and scenic views, Herman
stands out prominently in the intellectual history of this nation as an initiator
of American pictorial history. In 1953, an oil painting depicting a topographi-
cal view of New Amsterdam was attributed to Augustine Herman. The can-
vas, painted in typical seventeenth century style in 1647, is an authentic eye-
witness account of the return to Holland of the former Dutch governor, dis-
playing New Amsterdam scenery near Governors Island. It is believed that
the painting is the earliest view of the city since it antedates the famous ‘‘Pro-
totype View” of 1650-1653. As such it provides a mass of carefully recorded
geographical and historical data.'' Herman is also recognized as having drawn
another, more comprehensive view of Manhattan Island. The scene was en-
graved in copper and first appeared on Nicolas Visscher’s map of New Nether-
lands in 1650 and later (1655) illustrated Adriaen Van der Donck’s map de-
scription of New Netherlands and also was included on Visscher’s map of Novi
Belgii, published in 1656.

Augustine Herman'’s intellectual background, his skills of pictorial presenta-
tion, his contacts with leading politicians of New Amsterdam and famous Eur-
opean cartographers of his time, as well as his competent knowledge of the
area'’ made him well qualified for extensive cartographic work. To acquire
both a baronial title and land he offered his cartographic services to Lord Bal-
timore. He was well aware of his plan to establish a new aristocracy in Mary-
land and of the practice of granting baronial manors to capable citizens willing
to ‘‘do him right.” Consequently, Herman proprosed to construct a precise
map of the area if Lord Baltimore would grant him a manor. In September
1660, Lord Baltimore granted Herman the baronial title accompanied by a
grant of approximately 5,000 acres of land on the east side of Chesapeake Bay
with a promise to enlarge the estate to about 20,000 acres when Herman's de-
tailed map of the area would be completed. ‘“About ten years were required to
complete the map with an expenditure outside of Herman’s personal labors of
about two hundred pounds which at present valuation (1911) would amount to
over ten thousand dollars.”’** The map ‘‘Virginia and Maryland as it is Planted
and Inhabited this present Year 1670 Surveyed and Exactly Drawne by the
Only Labor and Endeavour of Augustine Herrman Bohemiensis,”’” was pro-
nounced in 1670 by Lord Baltimore, ‘‘the best mapp that was ever Drawn of
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any Country whatsoever.”’'* George Washington, himself a capable surveyor,
described the map as ‘‘admirable’” and several other experts have since praised
Herman'’s cartographic skills effusively.'®

The Herman map, measuring about 31 by 36 inches and consisting of four
sheets, was engraved according to 1:720,000 scale. The author’s sketches must
have been drawn to a more detailed scale, since a large mass of data had been
collected during the decade from 1659 to 1670. Although the sketches have
never been found,!¢ it is believed that Herman personally surveyed the entire
territory on each side of the Chesapeake Bay, and in preparing the final manu-
script relied only on his own data. If he ever had consulted the map of Captain
John Smith, published in 1608,!” he had borrowed from it only to an insignifi-
cant degree. When compared with Smith’s map of Virginia, Herman’s map
shows a remarkable increase in detail in extensive areas of Maryland, superior
drawing skills, greater care in collecting and recording local cultural data, and
most importantly, it marks an advancement in sophistication. While Smith’s
map of Virginia of 1608 and his map of New England of 1616 were evidently
made by an explorer for the guidance of travelers and adventurers, Herman's
map had been designed for local needs of the administrators and settlers.

E. B. Mathews, a nineteenth century authority on Maryland cartography
who analyzed and described Herman’s map in the context of early American
cartography, ventured an opinion that ‘‘Herman did not possess the geo-
graphic sense shown by Smith in the preparation of his map.”’ It is difficult to
speculate as to what Mathews meant by ‘‘geographic sense’’—perhaps a capa-
bility of retracing and locating topographical features, rivers, swamps, hills,
etc., in their ‘‘correct position.” In this sense, some parts of Herman’s map
contain discrepancies and crude generalizations. These areas may be viewed as
less ‘‘geographically’’ sensed or perceived, and the map sections classified as
less accurate than those shown by Smith. On the other hand some sectors of
Herman’s map show a great many improvements in locating topographical
data over Smith’s and other pre-existing maps, as noted also by Mathews, in
his detailed description of the map.'®

From the view of modern geography which focuses much more on precisely
showing general spatial relationships between man-made cultural features,
settlements, transport links, land use patterns, etc., rather than on topo-
graphic identification of physical features, Herman’s map is an unprecedented
design, a shape preserving projection and an improvement over the Smith
map. As such it marks an advancement in cartographic sophistication.
Smith’s map is a design of travelers thinking. It reflects knowledge derived
from his travels in Europe, Asia and Africa and presents field observations
collected on two voyages which occupied him about three months of the sum-
mer.'? It is an example of one-dimensional data display, presenting data points
as they follow each other, as they were observed and identified in a sequence in
the field. More precisely, Smith used linearly arranged physical features as the
underlying skeleton of his map (e.g., the Chesapeake Bay and the rivers enter-
ing it). Thus, bodies of water form the basic orientational framework since the
information was collected along them. While distances between outstanding
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topographic features were measured with care only along the river course, esti-
mates between rivers and across the wide bodies of water were made super-
ficially, so that the shape of the Bay and all large areas were distorted to a sig-
nificant degree. The map, therefore, is a poorly integrated network of indepen-
dently observed and displayed linear arrays of data points.

In contrast, Herman’s map is a geographer’s construct reflecting his two-
dimensional areal perceptions and displaying data according to geographic co-
ordinate systems of longitudes and latitudes. In terms of contemporary carto-
graphic methodology, Herman’s map is an example of two-dimensional ob-
serving and data ordering. In contrast to Smith’s map (on which distinct topo-
graphical features are ordered in a linear fashion and distances are measured
only between them, along a river course, for example) Herman measured in ad-
dition distances between two or several linearily arranged strings of topo-
graphical features, e.g. distances between two parallel rivers. As a conse-
quence of this methodology the shapes of areas and river courses were shown
with minimal distortions. Also, distances between individually standing topo-
graphic features were presented with a relatively high degree of precision.
Such distances were probably measured not only by considering the travel
time, but verified by some elementary methods of triangulation. In general,
this approach was an attempt to observe and display information in a more
rigorous manner by estimating distances and recording locations of topo-
graphic data points within a theoretical two-dimensional system of coordi-
nates, even though the field data were collected in a linear fashion during a
journey. In other words, Herman'’s technique was that of displaying both one
and two-dimensional features within the limits of space. He was able then to
overcome the subjective and prevailing tendency of early surveyors to enlarge
near and well-known localities and impressive topographic features while
diminishing the distant less known and less outstanding scenery.

Herman'’s more advanced methodological thinking is also evidenced in his
manner of displaying less valuable information. While the predecessors of his
map used to obfuscate their ignorance and lack of information about unex-
plored places by locating pictures, ornaments, vignettes and scales over the
“white areas’’ of their-maps, Herman provided the user instead with less reli-
able or sketchy descriptive texts based on information obtained from other ex-
plorers, colonists and Indians, recognizing the dubious validity of such unveri-
fied data.? It was not his fault that these unreliable data, located as verbal
comments over the ‘‘white areas’ of his map, were misinterpreted by some
users. So great was the reputation of his map that his presumed facts, implic-
itly qualified as such on his map, were viewed by some to be of equal validity
with his verified cartographic information and were not questioned for over a
hundred years.*

Herman'’s map also suggests another aspect of his geographic maturity. He
recognized the existence of hierarchical arrangements of man-made features
and presented invisible phenomena by means of visible lines. More precisely,
Herman not only recorded information as obtained in the field, he attempted
to integrate and interpret the data to derive a few generalizations. Conse-
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quently, to him the map was not only a device for storing information but also
an analytical tool, a device facilitating analyses and integration of data and
the derivation of generalizations not observable in the field. In this sense he is
one of the initiators of thematic cartography. For example, he identified the
counties of Virginia and Maryland and arranged them according to their de-
gree of development, population density, number of plantations and political
importance in quasi-spatial hierarchy by using large, medium and small-size
labels. In a similar way he classified settlements of Virginia, Maryland and
New Jersey by deriving three classes of Indian (Indian forts, Indian villages
and homes) and four classes of white settlements (main towns, towns, manors
and plantations). This classification of settlements is not directly evident from
the map legend but may be identified from the settlement pattern as shown:
each class is identified by the same symbolic characteristics.

Another example of his analytical approach is his usage of the isobath (a line
connecting points to the same depth). Herman was the first surveyor to apply
this technique of presenting the depths of water bodies in American cartog-
raphy. Previously employed by Dutch and French cartographers on their navi-
gational maps of the coast of Europe, this concept was applied by Herman in a
topographic sense. By drawing lines connecting points of the same depth
along the coast lines, beaches and river banks, he intended to provide valuable
information, especially to local users.

Herman's techniques of portraying rivers, creeks, falls, hills and mountain
ranges was very traditional. His pictorial presentation of hills and mountains
was similar in appearance to that of his friend and teacher, Comenius,?” and the
seventeenth-century Dutch cartographers. Also, he duplicated the method of
place names that Comenius used on his bilingual map of Moravia and labeled
places or rivers in two languages, one in a European language and the other in
its Indian name. Many place names on Herman’s map are of English, Indian,
Dutch, Swedish, Finnish and perhaps Czech origin and several place names are
mentioned for the first time under the given name. His map is thus a rich
source for a student of toponymy.? Indian names have not been correctly tran-
scribed in most cases, since he had to rely exclusively on his ear during his sur-
veys. Many names were presumably corrupted or modified at the discretion of
the engraver who had evidently mistaken some non-English names to be of In-
dian origin and anglicized them according to his judgement. The anglicizing of
names was a major irritant to Herman, who was very disappointed with the
engraver's disregard for spelling and for shifting the location of places accord-
ing to the engraver’s artistic sense and thus diminishing the geographic ac-
curacy of the map.? For example, he was not pleased with the fact that his
name, Augustine Herman, although spelled correctly on his self portrait, was
misspelled by the engraver on the map title.

Herman sent his map sketches for engraving to his friend and well-known
engraver, Wencelas Hollar, a member of the Unity of Czech Brethren who
lived in London. In turn, Hollar forwarded the job to his friend William
Faithorne, another engraver of considerable renown.? Faithorne’s engraving,
and especially the coastlines which are realistically delineated, is excellent, al-
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though the nomenclature lost some of the intended geographic accuracy.
Nevertheless, the map displays a large quantity of valuable geographic infor-
mation since it was based on original surveys. It was recognized immediately
after its publication as an important document. It conveyed to many adminis-
trators, politicians, military commanders and colonists much trustworthy and
relevant data.? It was drawn with great care by using the most advanced car-
tographic techniques and tools of the time. Having consequently been copied,
Herman'’s techniques may be traced in several maps of the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries.” The map was an outstanding source of data and a meth-
odological breakthrough. It reflects a more advanced cartographic methodol-
ogy than that of his predecessors.

In conclusion, Augustine Herman'’s achievements are variegated and many.
Among them, his map of Virginia and Maryland ranks high and stands out as
his foremost, innovative intellectual contribution. The map is a valuable prod-
uct not only from a cartographic and geographic point of view, but especially
from the historical standpoint. Augustine Herman is to be remembered as the
leading American cartographer of the seventeenth century.

REFERENCES

1. Heinrich A. Ratterman, ‘“Augustine Herrmann,” Deutsch-Amerikanisches Magazin, 1
(Jan.-July 1887); Bartlett B. James, The Labadist Colony in Maryland (Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity Studies in Historical and Political Sciences, series XV1I, No. 6, 1899); Edward Noble
Vallendigham, Delaware and the Eastern Shore (Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott Co. 1922);
Henry Arthur Stump, Augustine Herman, 1606-1686 (Baltimore: Abrams Printing Co.
1929); Thomas Capek, Augustine Herrmann of Bohemia Manor (New York, 1928 and Praha,
1930); M. Norma Svejda, ‘‘Augustine Herman of Bohemia Manor,’’ The Czechoslovak Con-
tribution to World Culture, ed. by M. Rechcigl, Jr. (Hague: Mounton and Company, 1964),
pp. 500-504.

2. Formulated by J. A. Komensky-Comenius as an educational system Pansophy; see, Dimitry
Cizevsky, “‘Comenius’ Labyrinth of the World: Its Themes and Their Sources,” Harvard
Slavic Studies, I, 83-135, 1953. John Amos Comenius, The Labyrinth of the World and the
Paradise of the Heart, translated by Matthew Spinka, Michigan Slavic Translations, no. 1,
1972. The Unity of Czech Brethren is known as the ‘““Community of Moravian Brethren’’ in
the United States, since the early 18th century.

3. Earl L. W. Heck, Augustine Herrman, beginner of the Virginia tobacco trade, merchant of
New Amsterdam and first Lord of Bohemia Manor in Maryland (Richmond: The William
Byrd Press, Inc., 1941).

4. Svejda, “Augustine Herman,” p. 503.
5. Vallandigham, Delaware and Eastern Shore, p. 129.
6. ‘“‘Mission of St. Francis Xavier, Cecil County, Maryland,” in Records of the American Cath-
olic Historical Society, XXIII (June, 1913).
7. Vallandigham, Delaware and Eastern Shore, p. 102-13.
8. Ibid, p. 130.
9. Stump, Augustine Herman, p. 20.
10. Ibid, p. 28.

11. New York Times, June 9, 1953.

12. According to Vallandigham, Augustine Herman ““was present aboard the ship Maecht Van
Enkhuysen in 1633, when the Dutch arms were placed in token of ownership upon what is
now the site of Philadelphia. Delaware and Eastern Shore, p. 117.

According to E. B. Mathews, Augustine Herman contributed with his “Noua Terrae
Marie Tabula” to A Relation of Maryland; Together with a Map of the Countrey, The Condi-
tions of Plantations, His Majestic Charter to the Lord Baltimore, translated into English,
London, 1635. E. B. Mathews, ‘‘Bibliography and Cartography of Maryland,” in Maryland
Geological Survey, 1 (1897), p. 334.



13.
14.
16.

17.

18.

19.
20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

Augustine Herman: Leading Cartographer 359

P. Lee Phillips, The Rare Map of Virginia and Maryland by Augustine Herman (Washing-
ton, 1911, W. H. Lowdermilk & Comp.), p. 5.

James G. Wilson, A Maryland Manor, Appendix (Baltimore, 1890), p. 32.

Vallandigham, Delaware and Eastern Shore, p. 128,

Only a small ink sketch of the Bohemian Manor is preserved in the archives of Woodstock
College, Maryland.

Some authors indicate that the map was published in 1612. According to P. L. Phillips,
Smith published in 1612 a pamphlet without a map, entitled: ‘A Map of Virginia, With a
Description of the Conventry.” The map was published in several impressions; first impres-
sion in 1608. P. Lee Phillips, Virginia Cartography; a bibliographical description. (Washing-
ton: Smithsonian Institution, 1896), p. 22.

Edward Bennett Mathews, Maps and Mapmakers of Maryland (Baltimore, 1898),
pp. 385-87.

Phillips, Virginia Cartograpky, p. 20.

For example: “The Heads of these two Rivers Proceed and issue forth out of low Marshy
ground, and not out of hills or Mountaines as other Rivers doe.” “‘Between the Heads of
these opposite Branches beeing Swampy is but a narrow passage of Land to come downe
out of the maine Continent into the Neck between these two great Rivers.”

‘A new map of Virginia, and Maryland,” in atlas Geographus or a compleat system of Geog-
raphy, 5 vols. (London: E. Nutt for J. Nicholson, 1717), p. 700; ‘‘Virginia, Maryland, Penn-
sylvania, East and West New Jersey,” in English (The) Pilot, the fourth book (London for
W. Mqunt, 1758), p. 23. J d

Josef Smaha, “Komensky—kartograf své vlasti,” Ceskd Skola, No. 31-34, 1891. German
translation by Karl Bornemann, Comenius als Kartograph seines Vaterlandes, Verlag von
Fournier and Haberle, Znaim, 1892.

A list of historic and their equivalent modern place names has been compiled from the
Maryland portion of the Herman's map by J. Louis Kuethe, ‘‘A Gazetteer of Maryland,
A.D. 1673, Maryland Historical Magazine, XXX {December, 1935).

W. W. Ristow, “Augustine Herman, a Map of Virginia and Maryland, 1673, Acquired by
the Library of Congress,” Surveying and Mapping, XXI (1961), p. 57-62; P. Lee Phillips,
“Virginia Cartography,”’ Smithsonian Miscellaneous Collections, XXXVII (1898), p. 41.
R. Blomes, Britannia, 1673, 50 maps.

For example, the map was used to delimit the state line between Virginia and Maryland as
well as to delimit the Mason-Dixon Line between Pennsylvania and Maryland; see Maps to
accompany the report of the commissioner on the boundary line between Virginia and
Maryland, Richmond, 1873. Lawrence C. Wroth, John Carter Brown Library Annual Report,
1929-30 (Providence, 1930), p. 10.

“A Map of Virginia and Maryland.” Sold by Thomas Basset and Richard Chiswell. F. Lamb
SCULP in “A Prospect of the most famous parts of the World,”’ by John Speed. New ed. fol.
London, for T. Bassett and R. Chiswell, 1676, p. 43-44. “Virginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania,
East and West New Yarsey,” by John Thornton at ye Platt in the Minories. And by Will
Fisher at ye Postorn Gate in Tower Hill, London; and “A new map of New England, New
York, New larsey, Pensilvania, Maryland and Virginia.”” Sold by John Thornton, Robert
Morden and Phillip Lea. Geographus or a compleat system of Geography, op. cit. *'A new
map of Virginia, Mary-land and the improved parts of Penn-sylvania & New Jersey '’ in New
(A) general atlas (London for D. Browne, 1721), p. 240. English (The) Pilot, op. cit.



A Tale of Ratiocination: The Death
and Burial of Edgar Allan Poe’

CHARLES SCARLETT, JR.

IT was WEDNEsDAY, OCTOBER 3, 1849, A ROWDY ELECTION DAY IN BALTIMORE.
A wet and chilly cloud cover blanketed the city. From the direction of Broad-
way at five o’clock in the evening, a hackney coach drew up to the south door
of the Washington College Hospital on the summit of Hamstead Hill overlook-
ing Old Town and the harbor. The lone passenger, slumped within the hack,
did not stir. Reining up his horses, the driver jumped from the box and hurried
up the stairs to the superintendent’s office, which was on the left as he entered
the new hospital wing of the college building. He explained to the doctor there
that he had brought a sick man with him. He had been called to pick him up at
the Fourth Ward Hotel on Lombard Street run by Coath and Sargent. So seri-
ous was the man’s condition that it had been necessary to carry him from the
rear room of the hotel building to the carriage. In reply to the doctor’s question
as to who had sent the man, the driver could only tell him that he had been call-
ed to the hotel, and that two gentlemen there had so instructed him: one of
them had written this hospital on a card with the sick man’s name, ‘“Poe,” in
the lower right hand corner. The gentlemen here referred to were Poe’s friend,
Dr. J. E. Snodgrass, and his uncle, Henry Herring.

Dr. John J. Moran, the twenty-five year old hospital superintendent, sum-
moned help, and the unconscious passenger was carried to the southwest
tower room on the second floor of the adjoining Medical College, where iron
gratings were in place over the Gothic windows for the protection of poten-
tially violent patients. He was undressed and put to bed with a nurse stationed
at the door. Her instructions were to call the doctor as soon as the patient re-
gained consciousness.

As he descended the stairs on the way back to his office, Dr. Moran noticed
that the old coach with its dark horse and its light colored horse were still at
the door, the driver waiting for his hire. Since the rider had been unconscious,
Dr. Moran provided the fare and remarked that the passenger appeared to be
quite drunk. “No Sir,” was the reply, ‘‘he was a sick man, a very sick man, for
he did not smell of whiskey and he was too pale in the face.”” The doctor was to
remember afterward this statement from a man whose work exposed him fre-
quently to problems of drink. The coach proceeded on its way around the circle
and out again, into the deepening shadows down Broadway hill, back toward
the Fourth Ward District of Old Town.

Mr. Scarlett, of the firm Ramsay, Scarlett & Co., has long been interested in Edgar Allan Poe.
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Much of what follows is necessarily derived from Dr. Moran: first, there is
his letter of November 15, 1849, to Mrs. Maria Poe Clemm, Poe’s adored aunt
and mother-in-law, containing information taken from long lost hospital
records; then there are his later self-serving lectures on the subject, and then
his highly imaginary memoir prefacing Poe’s poems of 1885. Many of his con-
tradictory statements, twenty-five years and more after the fact, have proven
to be improbable and yet he was there. It must also be remembered that Dr.
William M. Cullen of Baltimore was actually the young medical resident physi-
cian in charge when Poe was admitted and, as such, would have been respon-
sible for the direct care of the patient under Dr. John C. S. Monkur, Professor
of the Theory and Practice of Medicine. Washington College Hospital was not
a charity institution but a private hospital of 200 beds, the most up-to-date in
Baltimore. Patients were expected to pay in advance, excepting merchant sea-
men and negroes who were admitted without charge through an arrangement
with the Merchant Marine and for the training of the student body; these pa-
tients were tended to on the fourth and fifth floors of the college building.

Edgar Allan Poe, the poet and story teller, despite his ‘‘worse for wear’ ap-
pearance, was recognized by his clothing and reputation as a prominent Balti-
morean and, as such, was received and first treated as an emergency case in
the adjoining medical college building until his condition improved and his rel-
atives could be notified of his whereabouts.

On his arrival at the Fourth Ward Hotel—also called Gunner’s Hall because
the ball room occupied the entire fourth floor—he had been dressed in a wrin-
kled black alpaca sack coat with greyish cassimere trousers; on his head was a
bandless palmleaf planter’s hat, in vogue at the time in Richmond. He was
wearing the same rough pair of old boots that his friend John Sartain remem-
bered his wearing with much discomfort in Philadelphia where he was delayed
by the cholera on his way south to Richmond three months previously. He was
without neck cloth or vest, and his face, hands and clothing were rain and mud
spattered, but there were no marks of foul play or of his having been robbed of
his shoes and his clothing as claimed by Dr. Snodgrass, except for some of his
personal effects left at the Bradshaw Hotel on Pratt Street opposite the rail-
road depot. According to Dr. William J. Glenn, who had administered the oath
of the Division of the sons of Temperance to Poe shortly after his arrival in
Richmond in July, these boots had been picked up before daylight by Poe pre-
sumably on his way to the railroad cars at the Richmond and Petersburg sta-
tion at Byrd and 8th Streets for his trip north, which departed on that Friday
morning at 6:15 A.M. for Port Walthall on the Appomattox River to connect
with the Steamboat “AUGUSTA.” Mr. Glenn’s letter of December 4, 1900, to
Professor J. A. Harrison at the University of Virginia concludes with the
following:

Mr. Poe lived very quietly while here. Some stories were told like the following,
showing eccentricity: ‘He left with a Broad Street shoe merchant {who was also a
member of the above mentioned order, and the same division of which our friend
had become a member) a pair of boots for repairs. Our shoe merchant was sur-
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prised a few mornings later at being knocked up by the poet about two hours be-
fore daylight, who had called for his boots. He explained that as he was out walk-
ing he thought to get the boots then would save him another trip.’

The key to his trunk, which he had left at Bradshaw’s Hotel on Pratt Street,
two gold rings, and a Malacca sword cane belonging to his Richmond friend,
Dr. John Carter, completed his effects. The seal ring, a present from his de-
voted friend Mary Louise Shew, was turned over to the Rev. W. T. D. Clemm,
and his narrow gold wedding band, given to his cousin Elizabeth Herring
Smith, has been handed down in the Herring family and is known by its pres-
ent owner, a lady from Connecticut, as ‘‘Poe’s bethrothal ring from Mrs. Shel-
ton.”” The matching gold ring from Edgar Poe to Elmira Shelton was given by
her to her favorite cousin, Captain Richard Covington of “Lombardy Grove”
in Essex County, Virginia, and descended in his family until it was inherited
and lost by his great-granddaughter, Emily Howerton of Richmond, Virginia,
when she was a little girl.

By three o’clock the next morning, the patient showed signs of restlessness,
and his state of unconsciousness was succeeded by tremor and delirium—
vacant conversations with imaginary objects on the walls, his whole person
drenched in perspiration. Later in the morning Nielson Poe, his brother-in-law
and second cousin, both being the same age, literary editors and married to
Clemm sisters, called to see the patient. Nielson had been notified by his elder
brother, George Poe, who had found Edgar in a very unstable condition out-
side the Baltimore Museum at Calvert and Baltimore Streets. George had sent
Edgar in a cab to the hospital, so he said, apparently in the care of Joseph W.
Walker, a school teacher and compositor for the Baltimore Sun as well as one
time director of the Baltimore Museum. Walker lived on Exeter Street around
the corner from the Fourth Ward Hotel. But as it turned out Edgar refused to
go to the hospital but chose rather to find Dr. Snodgrass or his uncle, Henry
Herring. The following is Walker’s note to Snodgrass on a rough piece of
paper, the flamboyance of which indicates that he knew Poe and was himself
already in his cups:

Baltimore City, October 3, 1849
Dear Sir,—

There is a gentleman, rather the worse for wear, at Ryan’s 4th Ward polls, who
goes under the cognomen of Edgar A. Poe, and who appears in great distress, and
he says he is acquainted with you, and I assure you, he is in need of immediate
assistance.

Yours, in haste,

Jos. W. Walker
To Dr. J. E. Snodgrass.

Also calling were two of his cousins, the daughters of Uncle Henry who lived
in a pretentious house on Lombard Street next door to the ‘‘Carroll Mansion,”’
and a block east of the Fourth Ward Hotel where Charles Carroll of Carrollton
had died seventeen years before. They were advised that the patient was in no
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condition to receive visitors, but Nielson Poe was given to understand at the
time by Moran that his cousin’s serious condition had been brought on by elec-
tion day drinking, resulting in delirium tremens. Certainly Nielson would have
agreed to be responsible for paying the hospital expenses of his brother-in-law
for he was at the time one of Maryland’s most prominent jurists and is still re-
membered as the city’s most distinguished judge of the Orphan’s Court and a
director of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. In his capacity as director, Niel-
son replied to Samuel Morse’s thrilling first telegraph message from Washing-
ton to Baltimore in 1844: “What hath God wrought?”’

Of importance to this story is a passage from a lengthy article which ap-
peared in the New Orleans Daily Picayune for January 17, 1909, written by the
late journalist Elizabeth Ellicott Poe in which she states as follows:

Family traditions and records, however, have this authentic version of the find-
ing of Poe on the night (evening) of October 3, 1849. My grandfather the first
cousin (second) of the poet, was passing down Baltimore Street on the night of the
3rd of October when he saw lying under the steps of the Baltimore Museum, corner
of Baltimore and Calvert Streets, a man in what he thought was in a drunken
stupor. It was election night, and his first thought was that it was someone over-
come with the indulgence of the day. Pity for the unfortunate caused him to bend
over the man, when, to his amazement, he saw it was his cousin Edgar. Quickly
sending a message to Nielson Poe, another cousin, who lived near, he took a car-
riage and, placing the still unconscious poet in it, took (sent) him to the Washing-
ton University Hospital, now the Church Home, on North Broadway.

Any reference to George Poe, her grandfather, having found his cousin Edgar
under the steps on the Calvert Street side of the Baltimore Museum was
omitted from the memoir prefacing the publication of Poe’s poems by Miss
Poe and her sister Viola Poe Wilson entitled “The High Priest of the
Beautiful.”” This was for the very good reason that George had merely hailed a
cab to take his extremely ill cousin to the hospital [probably in the care of
Walker], instead of taking him there himself. However, Cousin Edgar hap-
pened to have died. From her home in Washington, D.C., Viola Poe Wilson has
confirmed her family version of what actually happened as it was often told by
her father George in family discussions at the dinner table. George and his
wife, Margaret Wallace, were great admirers of poetry and Edgar Poe in par-
ticular, and they actually became engaged standing at the graveside of E. A.
Poe. He allowed that he would become a poet if she would married him. She
consented and with a stick he wrote his last name in the dirt and then affixed
the letter “‘t” to it.

But George Poe, Sr. was said to have been walking down Baltimore Street
and he could not have seen his cousin Edgar ‘‘under the steps’ on the Calvert
Street side unless someone had either sent for him or called to him. This space
was occupied by old Nelly, the colored apple woman, her hair done up in a ban-
dana, who for many years tended her apple stand under the steps of the
Calvert Street entrance to the Baltimore Museum.

Since everyone knew Nelly as a Baltimore tradition of long standing, and
she appears with her stall laden with apples in most every contemporary litho-
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graph of the museum building, she would have been the one who sent out the
distress call for help for her special friend Marse Eddie Poe. Furthermore,
Nielson Poe later allowed that he knew all the facts leading up to the death of
his cousin and would one day put them in print, but he did not, for it would
have seriously implicated his elder brother George who did, however, notify
Nielson.

Not until Friday morning did Poe, tranquil at last, open his eyes and ask the
nurse where he was. She responded by calling Dr. Moran who, according to his
testimony, after seating himself at the poet’s bedside and taking his left hand,
ask how he felt. ‘“Miserable.” Much pain? “No.”’ Sick in the stomach? ‘“Yes,
slightly.” Head ache? ‘“Yes.”” How long had he been sick? ‘“Can’t say.”” Ques-
tioned further, Poe revealed that he had been staying at Bradshaw’s Hotel on
Pratt Street opposite the depot of the Philadelphia, Wilmington, and Balti-
more Railroad, where he had left his trunk, and he appreciated the doctor’s of-
fer to send for it. This was not accomplished until some time later, when it was
found to contain little other than a few papers and books and a pair of boot-
jacks, but no spare clothing, or neck cloth, vest or wallet, which apparently
were left in his room there. Nielson Poe returned to the hospital on Friday with
fresh linen and was delighted at the news of a favorable change in his cousin’s
condition. The trunk was eventually turned over to Nielson who properly sent
it to the poet’s sister, Rosalie Poe, in Richmond as next of kin.

But the patient’s answers were generally unsatisfactory; he dozed off at in-
tervals, yet could be readily awakened. Among other things he mentioned that
he had a wife in Richmond and a mother in New York, where he had been going
when taken ill. He asked the doctor with tears in his eyes to notify his mother,
Maria Clemm, at Fordham, New York, and Elmira Shelton, in Richmond.
When the doctor asked if he should not send a carriage for Mrs. Poe, supposing
her to be in Baltimore, he replied “too late, too late”’ and again asked that Mrs.
Shelton be notified.

He told the doctor that the last thing he could remember before completely
losing consciousness was leaving the railway depot on Pratt Street and start-
ing for the boat which would take him back to Virginia and the horrible dread
he had of being killed and thrown off the dock. Looking quizzically around the
small room with its protective gratings, the sick man again asked, ‘“Where am
1?”’ Dr. Moran told him that he was in the hands of friends, but that now, since
he was better, he could be moved to another room where in a few days he could
receive friends. ‘“Friends,’’ he said with spirit, ‘‘the best thing my friend could
do would be to blow out my brains with a pistol.” A feeling of complete dis-
couragement must have attended this harsh awakening to the despair of his
persisting depression which had so much plagued his later life; that family
curse—extreme sensitivity—inherited from his father which he so fervently
had prayed would be left behind him in Richmond, forever. Shortly after this
explosion he seemed to doze and was transferred across the surgical ampithe-
atre adjoining to a private tower room on the east front, which was supplied
with a convenient doorway into the passageway off of which were the living
quarters of the Morans.
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Still believing Mr. Poe’s distress to have been caused by excessive drink, as
he was extremely weak and his pulse very low, Dr. Moran suggested that he
take a glass of toddy. Poe, always alergic to alcohol and for most of his life ab-
stemious except for periods of emotional stress, vehemently rejected the
toddy, to the amazement of Dr. Moran who said he ‘““then first began to realize
that there was no tremor of his person, no unsteadiness of his nerves, no fid-
geting with his hands, and not the slightest odor of liquor upon his breath or
person. ‘Doctor,” Poe said, ‘I am ill. I's there no hope?’ ‘The chances are against
you,” was the reply. He was again in a sinking condition, yet perfectly con-
scious. I had his body sponged with cold water, to which spirits were added,
sinapisms (mustard plasters) applied to his stomach and feet, cold applications
to his head and then administered a stimulating (ammonia) cordial.” He was
left again to sleep and rest.

Friday afternoon found the patient’s breathing short and oppressed, and he
was much more feeble. His talk was vague and repetitious. Beef-tea and stimu-
lants were freely given and kept up at short intervals; the color began to
deepen upon his cheeks and forehead, and the blood vessels at the temples en-
larged slightly. Ice was applied to his head and heat to his extremities, and an
increase in circulation was noticed. His pulse, which had been as low as fifty,
was rising rapidly, though still feeble and variable. He was given a drink of
water to determine if he could swallow freely, but he did this with difficulty.
Professor John C. S. Monkur, the senior physician on the faculty, entered the
room about this time and, seeing the patient with his eyes dilating and con-
tracting, observed that ‘‘he was dying from excessive nervous prostration and
loss of nerve power affecting the brain and resulting from exposure, encepha-
litis or inflamation of the brain.” Dr. Monkur’s diagnosis was accurate, al-
though a physician of today might prefer calling it ‘‘lobar pneumonia, compli-
cated by transient retardation or depression.” The doctor at the hospital
would not have known about Poe’s equally toxic bout with cholera only three
months before in Philadelphia, foreshadowing this pneumonia.

Later that evening he relapsed into a violent delirium, resisting the efforts of
two nurses to keep him in bed. This state continued all through the night and
late Saturday he began calling for his friend, ‘““Reynolds,” whose carpenter
shop was located on Front Street, just across High from the Front Street
Theatre, and only a few blocks north of Uncle Henry Herring’s lumber yard.
As listed in the Maryland Historical Society Records, Henry Reynolds had
been chief judge of elections at Ryan’s Fourth Ward Polling Station in the
Fourth Ward Hotel when Edgar was brought there and apparently had as-
sisted Walker in settling him into an arm chair in the long bar room at the rear
of the crowded hotel lobby. This frantic calling for ‘‘Reynolds’’ was kept up
well into the night.

About three in the morning on Sunday, October 7, Mary O. Moran, wife of
the superintendent visited the sick room. She later remembered, as published
in James A. Harrison’s extensive edition of Poe’s works that:

When the young man was brought into the hospital in a stupor, it was supposed he

was overcome by drink. It was election time, and the city was very disorderly. We
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soon saw that he was a gentleman, and as our family lived in a wing of the college
building, the doctor had him taken to a room easily reached by a passage from our
wing. I helped to nurse him here, and during an interval of consciousness he asked
if there was any hope for him. Thinking he referred to his physical condition, I
said, “My husband thinks you are very ill, and if you have any directions to give
regarding your affairs I will write them down.” He replied, “‘I meant, hope for a
wretch like me, beyond this life.” I assured him that the Great Physician said
there was. I read him the fourteenth chapter of St. John's Gospel, gave him a
quieting draught, wiped the beads of perspiration from his face, smoothed his pil-
low, and left him. Not long afterwards they brought me a message that he was
dead.

“Just about daybreak,”” Dr. Moran’s statement goes, ‘‘a very decided change be-
gan to affect him. Having become enfeebled from exertion, he became quiet and
seemed to rest for a short time, then gently moving his head he said, ‘Lord help my
poor Soul!’ and with eyes falling back and a shudder expired.”

Dr. J. F. C. Handel, Baltimore Commissioner of Health, certified that day as
to the cause of death: “‘Congestion of the brain.” Dr. William M. Cullen, the
young medical physician in charge of the case “in whose arms’’ the poet ac-
tually died, assured Eugene Didier of Baltimore that the wild and incoherent
poetical effusions later attributed to the dying poet by Dr. Moran, simply did
not come from Poe on his deathbed. That Poe’s indisposition was diagnosed as
exposure and encephalitis lethargica and that he was properly treated by the
medical staff of the hospital, is quite apparent, and the same treatment would
have been appropriate for what we call pneumonia. In short, the patient had
been provided with the very best medical treatment available in Baltimore's
best and newest hospital.

The late Dr. Thomas S. Cullen of Baltimore, descendant of Poe’s hospital
physician, on the staff of the present Church Home Hospital where Poe died,
in a letter to Mary Phillips of January 26, 1915, wrote that in 1909 a careful in-
vestigation had been made to determine the room where Poe died, and it was
decided that it was the old west tower room now replaced by a stairway. We
must, however, defer to the recorded statement of Mrs. Moran that Poe was
later moved from the emergency room on the second floor to another with a
convenient door into the passage and opposite their living quarters. The only
room answering this description is in the second floor east front tower which
remains today basically as it was when the poet died there.

In October, 1869, when Poe biographer Colonel John A. Joyce, by prear-
rangement and with Dr. John J. Moran, visited Maria Poe Clemm at the Epis-
copal Church Home where her ‘“‘Darling Eddie’’ had died twenty years before,
no one there including Dr. Moran or “Sister Margaret,”’ the venerable nurse in
charge, could point out for Mrs. Clemm the precise room in which Poe breathed
his last.

As Sunday morning wore on and word passed around town that one of its
notables had died at the Washington College Hospital, it became clear that
some immediate arrangements would have to be made so that friends could
pay their last respects. Mrs. Moran, with other hospital ladies, found appropri-
ate articles of clean clothing among the staff and prepared a shroud upon
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which the poet would rest in a temporary poplar coffin borrowed by Dr. Snod-
grass from the hospital undertaker. The remains of Edgar Allen Poe were laid
out for viewing in the main floor rotunda of the medical college where they
were visited during Sunday afternoon and Monday by relatives, friends, and
some of the “city’s important citizens.” At four o’clock on Monday afternoon
The Rev. W. D. T. Clemm, who was serving at the Caroline Street Methodist
Church a few blocks from the hospital and was a cousin of Virginia Clemm Poe
and Mrs. Nielson Poe, held services in response to a call from Dr. Moran. Of
the poet’s appearance at the funeral Mr. Clemm said: ““He had a head of jet-
black hair, which was tastefully adjusted in profuse locks above and around
his expansive forehead. He looked placid and natural and on his face was a fine
expression of manly beauty.”

Of further interest is the fact that Dr. J. E. Snodgrass, whose card alone ac-
companied Poe to the hospital, used his grim descriptions of Poe’s appearance
at the hotel on Lombard Street to dress up his temperance lectures. He also
spent many of his sunset years traveling about the country like an Ancient
Mariner, obviously senile but still disclaiming any visible signs of Poe’s hav-
ing been drinking. Moreover on December 4, 1900, William J. Glenn wrote fur-
ther of Poe’s exemplary conduct prior to his final departure from Richmond to
Baltimore:

A few days later we heard of his death at a hospital in that city, and the state-
ment was made and too busily circulated that his death was the result of a spree
commenced as soon as he reached Baltimore. We of the temperance order (Sons of
Temperance) to which he belonged exerted ourselves to get at the facts, and the
consensus of opinion was that he had not been drinking, but had been drugged. A
gentleman by the name of Benson, born in Baltimore in 1811, and living there until
he was twenty-one years old, went to Baltimore, and, as he knew Poe and felt much
interest in the manner of his death, went to the hospital at which he died, and had a
talk with the doctor (an acquaintance), who told him that Poe had not been drink-
ing when brought to the hospital, but was under the influence of a drug; he added
that he suggested the use of stimulants, but that Mr. Poe positively declined tak-
ing any. Mr. Poe lived very quietly while here.

Judge Nielson Poe made the arrangements for Edgar to be laid to rest in the
David Poe family lot, Number 27, in the Westminster burying ground of the
First Presbyterian Church, Fayette and Green Streets. Charles Sutter, the un-
dertaker, substituted a new lead-lined oak casket with an inscribed brass plate
at the foot which the judge said would last a long time.

An official carriage for the honorary paul bearers, Judge Poe, Uncle Henry
Herring, Dr. J. E. Snodgrass, Judge Z. Collins Lee, a prominent Baltimore
jurist and old friend from the University of Virginia, and the Rev. Clemm, fol-
lowed the hearse westward on Baltimore Street to Front, right past the
house—number 9 Front Street—nearby the Shot Tower where Poe had first
found a home in Baltimore with his grandmother Elizabeth Arnold Tubbs at
the age of five weeks and claimed by Elizabeth Ellicott Poe to be his birth-
place. Then over the falls by the Fayette Street bridge, and on for a mile and a
half to Weinholt Lane, which until a few years ago bounded the cemetery on
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the east side, arriving there about dusk on a gloomy, wet Monday evening.
One of the three grave diggers, Andrew J. Davis, had been an acquaintance of
the poet. Assisted by the caretaker, George W. Spence, they carried the heavy
coffin along the graveyard wall and through the small iron gate which made
accessible the newly dug grave in the rear of the yard. The poet was laid to rest
at the north end of the David Poe plot and, as custom then required, facing
east from whence would come the light of the resurrection, to the right of the
stone of General David Poe and next to the slab vault of Dr. Patrick Allison,
first rector of First Presbyterian Church. After a brief service conducted by
the Rev. Clemm, the little party proceeded on its way, and the earth was re-
placed in the grave. According to Snodgrass two rough pine stakes were first
driven into the earth, head and foot, but they were later replaced by a grave
marker upon which appeared the number 8. At the time when General and
Mrs. David Poe’s stones were in place in the early 1860s, Nielson Poe had
ordered from Sisson’s Marble Yard an appropriate head stone for his cousin’s
grave, but prior to its delivery a runaway train of the Baltimore and Ohio Rail-
road broke into the marble yard and demolished it.

Charles W. Hubner of Baltimore, who died in 1929, has recorded his recollec-
tion of the day:

While on my way to art school, when about fourteen years old, I passed a hospital,
a plain coffin was being taken to a hearse standing at the curb (on Broadway), two
gentlemen stood, with bared heads, while the attendants placed the casket into the
hearse. With boyish curiosity, I asked one of the men, ‘‘Please sir, who are they go-
ing to bury?’”’ He (Snodgrass) replied, ‘‘My son, that is the body of a great poet,
Edgar Allen Poe, you will learn all about him someday.”’ The two men entered the
only carriage which followed the hearse. I watched them as long as they were in
sight. The next day I passed the Westminster church cemetery, seeing the sexton
near the (east) iron gate, I asked him where the poet Poe was buried. “‘Right here,”
he answsered, as he leveled with a spade an unmarked grave.

But there was yet another reliable witness to the burial, a Baltimorean
twenty-three at the time. In 1909, sixty years later, he wrote from his home in
London to Sir Arthur Conan Doyle this letter to be read at a meeting of the
Author’s Club in honor of the birth one hundred years before of Edgar Allan
Poe:

As the sole surviving witness of the burial of Edgar Allan Poe and one of the few
who have seen him in life, I regret exceedingly that my advanced age and impaired
health will prevent my joining in the centenary dinner at which you are to preside.

As a then resident of Baltimore (my native city), I often saw Poe, and, as a young
man with some sentiment, I had a great fancy for the man apart from his literary
genius, for I was one of the few who thought the stories of his excesses to be
greatly exaggerated.

On a cold, dismal October day, so different from the ordinary genial weather of
that clime, I had just left my home when my attention was attracted to an ap-
proaching hearse, followed by hackney carriages, all of the plainest type. As I
passed the little cortege, some inscrutable impulse induced me to ask the driver of
the hearse, “Whose funeral is this?”’ and to my intense surprise received for
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answer, ‘‘Mr. Poe, the poet.”” This being my first intimation of his death, which oc-
curred at the hospital the previous day (Sunday) and was not generally known un-
til after the funeral.

Immediately on this reply I turned about to the graveyard, a few blocks distant.
On arrival there five or six gentlemen, including the officiating minister, de-
scended from the carriages and followed the coffin to the grave, while 1, as a simple
onlooker remained somewhat in the rear.

The burial ceremony, which did not occupy more than three minutes, was so
cold-blooded and unchristianlike as to provoke on my part a sense of anger diffi-
cult to suppress. The only relative present was a cousin (a noted Baltimore lawyer),
the remaining witnesses being from the hospital and press.

After these had left I went to the grave and watched the earth being thrown
upon the coffin until entirely covered and then passed on with a sad heart and the
one consolation that I was the last person to see the coffin containing all that was
mortal of Edgar Allan Poe.

In justice to the people of Baltimore I must say that if the funeral had been
postponed for a single day, until the death was generally known, a far more impos-
ing escort to the tomb and one more worthy of the many admirers of the poet in the
city would have taken place, and doubtless attended from Virginia and elsewhere.

For many years not even a stone marked the grave, but I believe a monument
has been erected since I left the city, some 50 years since. It is the source of infinite
pleasure to me to have lived to see the honors now bestowed upon one whom I saw
laid away under such ignominious circumstances and who has now attained a high
place in the ranks of the immortals and is acclaimed as, if not the first, at least sec-
ond to none among the writers born on the American continent.

Apologizing for the liberty I have just taken in addressing you, as also for the
prolixity and rudeness of style hereof, with the hope that the same may be at-
tributed to the natural garrulity of old age and the decline of mental vigor, I have
the honor to remain,

J. Alden Weston

We must not leave our discussion of Edgar Poe’s ultimate collapse from
pneumonia and burial without presenting additional documents, some of
which are certainly in conflict, to say the least, with the surmise that Poe’s last
remains were moved in 1875 from his grandfather’s lot, over to the northwest
corner of Westminster Yard both to accommodate the new big stone and to be
in better view of the passing public. Of telling interest is a statement by the
late Colonel John C. Legg, Sr., successful grain merchant and one time Com-
missioner of Police in Baltimore City.

Poe and the Mystery Plot

General David Poe, Quartermaster General of the Army of George Washington
was an active member of the First Presbyterian Church. When the churchyard at
Fayette and Green Streets was established in the year 1785 the elder Poe pur-
chased plot number 27 which was located between the plots assigned to Philip
Mosher-Elder and Dr. Patrick Allison, First Pastor of the church (Mosher-Lot
Number 26 and Allison-Lot Number 28).

Few persons realize that General Poe was the savior of the Continental Army at
Valley Forge nor that he supplied what few rations the men received that bitter
Winter. Lafayette, however, remembered for in 1824 when he visited Baltimore he
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drew up with the Baltimore Militia and entered the churchyard to visit the grave
of General Poe. Lafayette went to his knees, kissed the grave and said, ‘‘Here lies a
noble spirit.”

1t is unfair that General Poe should be shadowed by his grandson, Edgar Allan
Poe (born January 20, 1809,—Died October 7, 1849). Edgar Allan Poe was an ex-
traordinary man to be sure but his deeds in literature could never alter the veil of
wild imagination which kept his very soul locked in a cask of amontillado. Poe
drank as have many great and near great; add to that army of imaginative souls
the leaders of the Civil War including the noble Grant.

Many said Edgar Poe was buried like a dog but even this statement as related to
me by the caretaker of the church who was present at the Poe burial, is a legend.
Poe it is true was buried on a dark afternoon on October 8, 1849 and it is also true
that only three other persons including the Pastor were present. The caretaker
said, “The body was brought down Weinholt Lane to the East Gate and the body
was carried by me and three grave diggers to a spot beside the General Poe. The
Raven of Death had at last clasped Poe in her Wings. The stone of General Poe at
that time was facing East, (or toward the light of the resurrection) and young Poe
was laid in a grave eight foot deep to the right of his grandfather.”

Today a massive monument rests in the corner of the Westminster Churchyard
where Poe lies, or does he? The stone was donated by the school children of Balti-
more and was erected on October 1, 1875. A skeleton believed to have been that of
Poe was moved from the back of the yard and buried under the new monument. A
self styled society which was set up to honor the great Poe simply seized lots
number 173-174-179-180 which are located in the corner of the front yard so that
their hero would be forever buried in view. It has always been my hope that a liv-
ing member of the Fridge, Rich, Poor, or Wilson-Watson Families would come for-
ward and protest this illegal seizure of private hallowed ground.

Poe to the very end has played his tricks on the society and even the school
children. Why would I say this, simply because the Poe Mystery Plot in the front
of the churchyard does not contain the body of Poe. The caretaker stated, ‘‘Poe
was buried to the right of his grandfather and the coffin was lead lined, made of
oak and was bearing a brass end plate reading Edgar Allan Poe—Born January 20,
1809, Died—October 7, 1849—Rest in Peace. As stated, the stone of David Poe
faced East (the writing facing East) when Edgar A. was buried. No stone was im-
mediately provided for young Poe, but I placed a marker bearing the number eight
over the grave. The Poe stone was laying in a marble yard near the Baltimore and
Ohio Railroad tracks when a freight train jumped the track and demolished the
stone and several others in the yard. I do not know the year that happened but re-
member the incident clearly. The churchyard has undergone many changes during
the years and in the years during the Civil War all stones that could be moved were
turned to face the West Gate. No one knows just who on the committee of the
church decided this but I know it was completed during the summer of 1864. The
stone of General Poe was also turned at that time which would place the grave of
his poet grandson to his left. I know this to be true as I was there during the years
1847 until last year.”

When the society moved the skeleton which it professed to be Edgar Allan Poe
there was neither a trace of oak nor lead nor was there any brass plaque bearing an
inscription. A skeleton was removed, however, and was buried to the front of the
yard under the new monument. At the same time a stone which had been carved
bearing a raven and inscription which was found learning in the corner of the yard
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against the wall was placed over the empty grave to the rear of the churchyard. To
this day it is my belief that the Mystery Plot still located beside General David
Poe (to his left) contains, in fact, the last remains of Edgar Allan Poe which is as it
should be. Poe remains the man of mystery and lays among the merchants and
leaders of the past from whom he borrowed so much of his plot.

What a fitting monument to an unknown soul rises from the glory of the monu-
ment located in the front of the churchyard. A fitting memorial to perhaps Philip
Mosher!

Young Private Philip Mosher, Jr. had been carried bodily from the earth-
works on Loudenslagers Hill while the British, in September of 1814, were
landing their troops at North Point, only to die of scarlet fever during the can-
nonading of Fort McHenry two days later. Following his disinterrment prob-
ably from the North end of the adjoining Mosher lot in 1875, a headstone
raven marker was supplied by Orin C. Painter to mark the original resting
place of E. A. Poe. For many years it lay abandoned along the east wall of the
cemetery on lot No. 38, belonging to the Tustin family, until it was ultimately
set up there in 1913 along the wall by Mr. Painter, after having been advised
by a sexton friend of George W. Spence that this was the proper place. In 1921
Harriet P. Marine assisted in relocating this stone to where it tactfully stands
today, stradling the Poe and Mosher lot lines.

There is also a signed but undated letter (circa 1904) among the Marine
Papers in the Maryland Historical Society, written to William Matthew
Marine, prominent Baltimore lawyer, historian, and collector of the Port of
Baltimore at the turn of the century. It was written by James A. O. Tucker, a
Baltimore realtor:

405 Courtlandt Street
Baltimore, Maryland
Mr. William Matthew Marine, Esq.
My Dear Mr. Marine:

I have wanted to write you since I talked with Richard Marine about the E. A.
Poe place of burial. I was present in the churchyard when my grandfather James
A. O. Tucker was buried in the year 1849 and my father had our dear one placed in
the Armstrong Vault, his name was James Armstrong Owen Tucker. The Militia
gave the old fellow a grand farewell and upon leaving the yard the fresh grave of
E. A. Poe was pointed out by some friends. I will never forget their remarks that it
was fitting for Mr. Poe to be buried next to the pastor and perhaps the good pastor
could freshen his soul after death for in life he shunned all things Holy.

I personally know that you are right in your historical findings when you state
that Poe was never reburied by the committee in 1875 and I think it is delightful
that he is still very much the phantom who will continue to be silently buried with-
out a stone. I believe he is laughing at some of the fools who thought they had him
at last. Mr. Spence the caretaker first told the committee that some Frenchmen
had secretly taken Poe’s body to Paris after a midnight corpse theft in the year
1867, but you have probably heard that the good Professor William Elliott sat
down on Mr. Spence after that. I personally feel that all that committee wanted
was a body of a male and I believe this was your thinking when you wrote your ar-
ticle. I am sure you are right and I would not give a damn what the committee
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thought if 1 could prove my point. I will always wonder just who is buried under
that monument, perhaps a Raven.

Respectfully yours,

James (Signed in Pencil)

James Tucker
P.S. For your records my grandfather enlisted under the name of Thomas Gardner
Hill and he served in Captain John McKane's Company. Mr. Andrew Jackson
Davis who was one of the gravediggers, buried Poe. He said Mr. Spence was
always a little soft in the head and that the professor should have listened to him
on this occasion as he did know the facts. Mr. Davis’ knowledge of Poe was vast as
he was acquainted with Poe.

Mr. Marine’s article here referred to exists partially in letter form and is to
be found in a delightfully casual biography of Poe by Colonel John A. Joyce of
Washington, D.C., published in 1901.

An item in the Baltimore News and American, December 24, 1908, shows
how well meaning but ridiculous this whole affair had become even for Dr.
Henry E. Shepherd who was prominently associated with the digging and the
erection of the new tomb.

Saw Edgar Allan Poe‘s Body

Dr. Shepherd Believes He is only Person Living Who Did.
Dr. Shepherd was present at the disinterment of Poe’s body in October, 1875, at
the time of its removal from the original grave in the rear of the church to its pres-
ent resting place under the monument at Fayette and Greene Streets. The coffin
was a mass of fragments, he says, and there was a heap of white dust. The skeleton
had fallen to pieces, but the teeth were in a state of excellent preservation. He
thinks that he is the only person now living who has looked upon the body of
Edgar Allen Poe.

Such was the exhuming of young Private Philip Mosher with his “‘excellent”
teeth and his mahogany casket.

In support of the Maryland Historical Society documents is an interesting
interview on October 29, 1962 with the late Hattie Marine, who was then ap-
proaching age 94. It is from the files of the Society for the Preservation of Old
Western Burying Ground and was recorded by director Donald Strewart at
the house of the late Mrs. Allen Hoblitzel, also a director. Miss Marine was a
well known genealogist, historian, and the daughter of William Marine. She
prefaced her remarks with some recollections of her father and Judge Nielson
Poe about the Poe lot, and told how they cautioned the committee about its er-
ror. She also mentioned Maryland’s famed chronicler, Colonel Thomas G.
Scharf, who used to laugh about Mr. Poe’s reburial. Miss Marine then stated:

Poe still lies buried in the back of the churchyard beside his grandfather—
General David Poe who was Quartermaster General of the Continental Army and
also a Brig. General of supplies of the Maryland Militia on Smith’s staff during the
battle of Baltimore in 1814. Her father, Mr. William M. Marine, lawyer, and Judge
Nielson Poe, informed the committee that the person moved under the monument
was not Edgar Allen Poe. The committee said, ‘‘Does it matter, we did find a skele-
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ton and some persons said it looked like Poe. We honor the memory of Poe and his
great works. The body they dug up and then claimed to be Poe measured over
5’10 in height but Judge Poe said Poe was 5 feet 82 inches. There were some
(shoe) buckles of a much earlier period in with that skeleton and Miss Marine re-
ported that her father said the skeleton was dug up from the Mosher lot, not the
Poe lot. A piece of leather from a stand up collar (cot lick collar of a military coat)
was also found in the mahogany coffin. Her father claimed this to be from a much
earlier burial. Some persons at the cemetery claimed after examining the skull
that this truly was Poe; her father said that if you have seen one skull you have
seen them all unless the person was an Indian or Nigger. Judge Poe said to her
father that he had purchased the coffin and I remember him saying that Poe’s cof-
fin would withstand the ages; it was not made of mahogany. The man they dug up
was from about 12 feet south of the General and Edgar A. Poe was buried next to
the General and the pastor. Father also said they buried Mrs. David Poe out front
thinking it was Edgar Allan Poe’s mother-in-law but I did not hear much about
this at the time as Poe was the main topic of dispute.”

Of real significance is the existence among the Marine Papers at the Mary-
land Historical Society of a plat of David Poe’s lot, number 27, copied or
traced in 1872 from the “First Church Records, Plat Book page 27"’ which
book is said to have been lost in the early 1870s. This document was found
lodged between the leaves of a 1902 publication relating to the Whig-Republi-
can Party campaign of 1902. On the south end of the lot is shown an ‘“Adult
Male” supported by a foot stone marked “W.H.P.” referring, of course, to
Edgar’s older brother Henry who died in 1831, then a blank coffin for Mrs.
Clemm, next Mrs. David Poe and General David Poe and then on the north
end, a marker, number 8, for ‘“‘Edgar A. Poe”’ next to the parson. It can, there-
fore, be said that Edgar Poe still lies buried between his grandfather and Par-
son Allison on the north end of the David Poe lot, which measures eight feet
by thirteen six, with his grandparents and brother, all buried facing east. It is
likewise sure that two bodies were exhumed and placed under the new ‘“monu-
ment’’ in 1875.

In order to reconstruct logically the 1875 digging process we must first lo-
cate General Poe for the diggers by accepting the statement that the stones of
General and Mrs. Poe had disappeared after being removed from their founda-
tions and reversed during the Civil War. The grave of David Poe could be iden-
tified in 1875 by *‘a wooden block a foot square being the only sign a grave ex-
isted there,” according to a clipping in the file of the Baltimore News Ameri-
can dated October 28, 1912. The original foundations for General and Mrs.
Poe’s headstones, as indicated on the plat, are still to be found by probing six
inches beneath the sod at the west end of their lot. In digging on what they
erroneously thought to be the right of the General the committee naturally
first struck old Mrs. Poe who had been buried thirty-six years before Edgar’s
mother-in-law; they tried again and presumably struck Mrs. Clemm who had
been buried in 1876 only four years earlier. Henry's foot stone, if there, was re-
spected for they obviously skipped over him and settled for the next body,
which was on the Mosher lot. Because of the excellent condition of the teeth,
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his would certainly seem to have been the remains of Philip Mosher, Jr., of the
Maryland Militia, age 19. Mrs. Clemm and our soldier boy hero were joined
under the new stone in 1885 by the remains of Virginia Poe who had been
stored away for several years in a wooden box, 12x12x18 inches, by William
Fearing Gill, Poe’s biographer, after the Valentine vault at Fordham was de-
stroyed. This was tucked under the south end of the monument.

Further, it is appropriate to note that Alfred Lord Tennyson said that the
only thing he wanted to see in America was the grave of Edgar Allen Poe. Vic-
tor Hugo described his Paris friend, Poe, as ‘‘the prince of American
literature.” A black South African tribal chief, surrounded by his subjects in
campfire light, after several hours of listening to Poe’s stories translated by a
white friend into their own dialect, observed to Roger G. Lewis of New York,
“That was a great White Chief and Mighty Witch-doctor.’’ It was George Ber-
nard Shaw who allowed in his essay of 1909, the centenary of Edgar Allen Poe,
that “The Raven,” *“The Bells,”’ and ‘‘Annabel Lee’’ were as fascinating at the
thousanth repetition as at the first; but let us immortalize his finest words as
were applied to our great American poet, also of Irish gentry stock: “How did
he live there, this finest of finest artists; this born aristocrat of letters? Alas,
he did not live there; he died there and was duly explained away as a
drunkard!”
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Nicholas Ruxton Moore:
Soldier, Farmer and Politician

EDWARD E. STEINER

BORN IN BaLTiMORE CoUNTY, NicHOLAS RUXTON MOORE WAS A DESCENDANT
of Nicholas Ruxton whose name first appeared in Maryland records on
March 5, 1667, as having ‘‘purchased from William Shudall seventy acres of
land on the north side of the Patapsco River between Richard Gorsuch'’s land
and Bare Creek on the east side.’’! A later deed, dated March 3, 1674, mentions
that ““Nicholas Ruxton, planter, and his wife Alice for 4,500 pounds of tobacco
conveyed to Thomas Jones, boatwright, 200 acre tract ‘Nashes Rest’ at Bare
Creek.”’?

On August 7, 1677, Nicholas Ruxton represented William Ball of Lancaster
County, Virginia, great grandfather of George Washington, in another real es-
tate transaction:

He acknowledged in court a sale of land. Ball being under bond August 6, 1667 to
Major Thomas Long, gentleman, of Baltimore County, a deed June 4, 1678 convey-
ing a 420 acre tract to Major Thomas Long, gentleman, the tract known as ‘‘Balli-
stone’’ at Middle River on Gunpowder formerly known as North West. River.?

The Ruxtons and Moores were neighboring families, though no records of in-
termarriage between them exist. James Moore, the elder, leased a 200 acre
farm from Lord Baltimore in Gunpowder Manor on September 29, 1756.* Nich-
olas Ruxton Moore was one of four brothers and three sisters. The register of
St. George’s and St. John's Parish Protestant Episcopal Churches of Balti-
more County reveals that:

James Moore, Jr. and Hanna Wilmott were married August 28, 1744.

Elizabeth Moore, daughter of James Moore, Jr. and Hanna, his wife, was born
August 9, 1746.

Rachael Moore, daughter of James Moore, Jr. and Hanna, his wife, was born Janu-
ary 8, 1748-49.

James Francis Moore, son of the above persons mentioned was born August 12,
1751.

Nicholas Ruxton Moore, son of James Moore, Jr. and Hanna, his wife, was born
July 21, 1756.

Eleanor Moore, daughter of the above persons, was born May 14, 1759.

John Gay Moore, son of the said persons, was born in Baltimore, March 8, 1761.°

Mr. Steiner lives in Ruxton, Maryland.
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An uncle, Nicholas Ruxton Gay was a large landowner and developer in Bal-
timore. He surveyed the marshy lands between Baltimore Town and Jones
Town and divided it into lots, and today Gay Street still bears his name. He
died April 2, 1776, leaving a sizeable fortune to Nicholas Ruxton Moore.

When he was eighteen, Moore joined, on December 3, 1774, Captain Morde-
cai Gist’s Baltimore Independent Cadets, the first military company or-
ganized in Maryland. Fifteen months later on March 1, 1776, Moore was com-
missioned Third Lieutenant of Captain John Fulford’s artillery company sta-
tioned at Annapolis.

At the time Moore joined Fulford’'s company, a German baron named Felix
Louis Massenbach was second in command; he had joined the company during
the previous month. Massenbach resigned only a few weeks later when Gen-
eral Charles Lee requested his services, for Massenbach was a particularly cap-
able military man. A letter from the Council of Safety stated:

General Lee has taken Mr. Massenbach with him to Virginia and says he under-
stands his business and that he cannot do without him, Mr. Massenbach would
have waited to thank you for your favors, but the General was in such a hurry and
said he must go with him.*

Moore was promoted to Second Lieutenant, following Massenbach’s resigna-
tion, and placed in charge of construction of the defense of Annapolis, and on
July 8 the Council of Safety authorized him to hire up to fifty men to assist in
constructing entrenchments for the protection of Annapolis.’

Young Lieutenant Moore was in an unhappy and even hazardous position.
Governor Eden had just left Annapolis, June 23, aboard the British warship
Fowey. The enemy’s warships dotted the Chesapeake Bay from Cape Henry to
the Head of Elk, and Annapolis was an easy target to attack. Indeed, to even
to begin fortifying the city would ask for attack. Loyalists and Patriots agreed
on this point, for neither wanted their town and their homes destroyed by the
British, and the citizens of Annapolis pressured Moore and his troops to aban-
don their project.

Actually the Loyalists in Annapolis outnumbered the Patriots. This, plus
the fact that the Patriot minority were relatively quiet, placed the Council of
Safety in a quandry. Indeed, many of the Patriots had become less supportive
and were seeking a neutral position. Even Charles Carroll, the elder, admon-
ished his son Charles Carroll of Carrollton, to adopt a more neutral position in
spite of the younger Carroll having already signed the Declaration of Inde-
pendence. If, then, the British should attack Annapolis because of the fortifi-
cations, the blame would fall emphatically on Second Lieutenant Moore and
his construction workers. The Council agreed that Moore’s position was tenu-
ous, and, on July 21 he was transferred to Captain Nathaniel Smith’s artillery
company stationed in Baltimore as a Second Lieutenant in that company.

Captain Smith was commander of the fort at Whetstone Point which needed
strengthening. James Alcock, a Baltimore schoolmaster who had some knowl-
edge of fortifications helped to design and build the defenses. Lieutenant
Moore was stationed at the fort on September 7 with his company, and on De-
cember 6, 1776, he was commissioned First Lieutenant.
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Early in 1777 “N. R. Moore and D. Plunkett took commissions in the cav-
alry.”® By authority of Congress David G. Plunkett was commissioned Cap-
tain and N. R. Moore Lieutenant with orders to raise a company of cavalry for
the service of the United States. Tobias Stansbury was also a member of this
troop, and he recalled in later years that George Smith, a son of John Smith,
enlisted in this company. However, before the company set forth to join the
Continental Army under General Washington, George Smith died of fever and
was buried with military honors.

The company joined Washington’s army in Pennsylvania, and took part in
the battle of Brandywine fought on September 11, 1777. The British, com-
manded by Sir William Howe, were advancing on Philadelphia from Elkton,
Maryland, and Washington placed most of his army at Chadd’s Ford where
the British would have to cross Brandywine Creek. Howe sent General Knyp-
hausen to feign an attack at Chadd’s Ford while he and Cornwallis struck the
American right flank where they believed General John Sullivan could not
stop the attack. During the battle Captain Plunkett was taken prisoner by the
British and carried toward Philadelphia. The command of the company then
devolved upon Lieutenant Moore, and the company came under the command
of General Pulaski. General Washington ordered a retreat to Chester and the
British continued their advance, eventually taking Philadelphia on September
27, 17717.

Though the British occupied Philadelphia, the greater part of their army en-
camped at Germantown. Washington decided to attack this camp at German-
town, and on October 4, 1777, he advanced with General Sullivan commanding
the right wing and General Green the left wing. Although the attack was well
planned, it failed. An unexpected skirmish delayed Green while contradictory
orders issued by Adam Stephens, who commanded a third detachment, caused
the American troops, already confused by fog, to fire into one another. Losses
were heavy on both American sides. In the early morning of this battle Pulaski
had ordered Captain Moore to select from his company twelve men and to
follow him. Moore’s detachment followed Pulaski to Chestnut Hill where a
British encampment of about 100 men were stationed. Tobias Stansbury
reported:

On gaining the top of the ascent they found the enemy with their pieces leveled, on
perceiving which Captain Moore wheeled his lead and shouted ‘‘Come my brave
lads and charge’ which so terrified the British that they capped their pieces and
all made their escape with the exception of one man who jumped behind a tree and
leveled his piece at Captain Moore. Captain Moore hailed him and said that if he
surrendered he should have quarter, but if he fired he would be put to death; hear-
ing this he instantly clubbed his musket and surrendered. The only injury sus-
tained was one of Moore’s men was wounded, and a bullet passed through both
ears of Pulaski's horse who by tossing his head sprinkled Pulaski freely with
blood.

Pulaski ordered the encampment to be burned. Into Moore’s little band there
rode a soldier belonging to a regiment of New England cavalry. His name, I think,
was Moise or Moylan. In the encampment were two small carts. This New England
soldier requested permission to yoke his horse to a cart in order to secure some of
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the officers’ baggage previous to the encampment being burned. to this request
Captain Moore consented on condition that he should bring the prisoner and the
wounded man, and the musket safely into proper care. Fire was then set to the en-
campment. The booty the soldier claimed as his own, and afterwards sold shirts
and other articles of clothing for his own benefit in the camps.

The musket was of a large size English make. This gun Captain Moore presented
to me. The stock and back are still in my possession. The barrel of the gun I had re-
stocked and handsomely mounted, and used by me for several years as my favorite
fowling piece. I had intended to present it to Captain Moore’s son when he came of
age. I lent it to Daniel Wills who by some means lost it.

Captain Plunkett afterwards made his escape from the British in the garb of a
Quaker girl], and not long after resigned his commission and entered the mercantile
business with David Stewart in Baltimore.®

The losses at Germantown were heavy on both sides. It was the last impor-
tant engagement conducted by Washington before he went to Valley Forge.

The flamboyant Casimir Pulaski was twenty-nine years old when he entered
the American Revolution. He was born in Podolia, Poland of noble family. He
came to George Washington with a letter from Benjamin Franklin and was
commissioned a brigadier general. In 1778 he resigned his cavalry command
rather than serve under an officer of equal rank, General Anthony Wayne, and
he organized his own cavalry unit, the ‘‘Pulaski Legion.” At the same time
Captain Moore also resigned his commission and returned to Baltimore where
he organized the Baltimore Light Dragoons, ‘‘which was composed of the most
representative men of Baltimore and its vicinity,”’!* and awaited the call to
service.

However, there were other reasons for the resignations of Pulaski and
Moore; the cavalry was poorly mounted; not only did Congress refuse to appro-
priate money for first rate mounts, but the officers had to buy their own
horses. Unfortunately for them, the American horse traders preferred selling
their horses to the British officers in Philadelphia for higher prices and British
coin, Pulaski’s sense of justice was outraged, and on verbal orders from Wash-
ington he set about requisitioning the best horses from the countryside. The
best were none too good for his men. He offended the farmers, however, and
whether Tories or luke-warm Patriots, they protested to Congress. The result
was that on October 29 Washington forbade any further requisitioning by
Pulaski and sent copies of these orders to Pulaski’s four colonels.

Nevertheless, Pulaski persistently begged Washington’s permission to be
left in the field with part of his cavalry and a small detachment of infantry to
continue harrying the British; and for weeks he did not lose hope of obtaining
partial permission. He was supported by Captain Moore whose troops Pulaski
valued highly and they stayed together until the fall of 1778. They had seen
active service particularly skirmishes during foraging expeditions: a head-on
battle at Haddonfield, New Jersey, when the British got away with half the
cattle Pulaski had purchased for Washington’s army; and they beat off a
vicious surprise attack at Little Egg Harbor.

Trained in strict military discipline, Pulaski regarded a violation of a regula-
tion as unbecoming unconduct; so, when General Anthony Wayne, a soldier of
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equal rank, commanded Pulaski to join him at Haddonfield, Pulaski took of-
fense and claimed that the order should have come from General Washington.
But this being a chance for an American victory, which was far more impor-
tant than Pulaski’s personal feelings, he joined forces with Wayne. As soldiers
engaged in the American cause they were in perfect harmony, but as generals
they held diametrically opposite points of view about their own responsi-
bilities.

Afterwards, Pulaski resigned in a fit of irritation and bad temper; but Wash-
ington did not accept it in this spirit. He authorized Pulaski to organize small
independent commands of cavalry under officers of relatively low rank who
were free to operate independently or by temporary attachment to a division.
This was how Captain Moore’s troop of Light Dragoons came under the com-
mand of General Pulaski.

Since Pulaski had financed his operations from his own personal funds he
was deeply in debt, and Congress had not maintained its promise to reimburse
him. The strain on Captain Moore’s pocketbook was equally great, and he, too,
asked for the release of his troop. Both Pulaski and Moore moved to Baltimore
where Pulaski set up his headquarters and enlisted men principally from
Maryland and Virginia. Through this operation emerged “‘Light Horse’’ Harry
Lee who served so valiantly under Nathaniel Green in the Carolina Campaign.

Some historians wonder why the American forces did not make greater use
of cavalry during the Revolution. They point out for example, that there were
only three divisions of cavalry continuously with the army; those commanded
by Casimir Pulaski, Colonel William Washington and Lighthorse Harry Lee.
Military experts, on the other hand, point out that the Americans used hit-
and-run tactics fought from ambush; however, once in a while small detach-
ments of cavalry were indeed effectively used in ambush. An instance of such
occurred in South Carolina on August 20, 1780, after General Horatio Gates’
debacle at Camden. A mixed detachment of British and Tories were conveying
American prisoners to Charleston when a strange mounted force under the
command of the quiet, well-mannered Colonel Francis Marion (the “Swamp
Fox”) actually sprang out of the marshes along the Pee Dee River and over-
came the enemy. After the detachment was captured and the prisoners were
released, the British learned that Marion's forces numbered a bare seventeen.
But overall cavalry action was not feasible for horses had to be fed, watered
and rested. They accepted no commands to be quiet—the neigh of a horse
could betray a regiment, and they could not be maneuvered in woodlands for
sneak attacks. No cavalry support was needed by riflemen, their long Pennsyl-
vania rifles were more effective (the British called them ‘‘widow makers”). At
250 yards a rifleman could hit a target no larger than seven inches in diameter;
at 350 yards, Tim Murphy unseated British General Simon Frazer from his
horse in the Battle of Freeman’s Farm. Furthermore, Morgan'’s riflemen could
be rallied with eerie, nerve twangling turkey gobbles which made bad situa-
tions for the British who were trained for formal warfare.

When Captain Moore returned to Baltimore he took part in civic affairs. On
January 13, 1779 he was initiated into St. John’s Masonic Lodge Number 20,
and on June 13 he received his third degree. On January 25, 1779, he offered
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for sale fifteen and three-quarters acres of meadow land adjoining the town
and adjacent to Dr. Henry Stevenson’s land which was east of Jones’ Falls and
north from the jail; and on April 12, 1779, he advertised for sale five valuable
grass plots adjoining Dr. Stevenson’s from 1% to 4% acres each.

The year 1779 was an eventful one for Captain Moore in other ways as well.
He and Elizabeth Orrick were married on July 21, and there were several chil-
dren, but sadly they died in infancy and were buried in St. Paul’s Cemetery in
Baltimore City. Toward the end of that year he sold a tract of land in Balti-
more County to Harry Dorsey Gough. On April 29, 1780, he became a vestry-
man in St. Paul’s Church and was appointed one of the nine managers of the
lottery for building the new church now standing at corner of Charles and Sar-
atoga Streets in Baltimore City.

Then came the year 1781, the most important one of the military Revolution.
Captain Moore had looked for a call to active duty, and it was not far off. Ex-
citement and apprehension prevailed in Maryland. On February 20, Washing-
ton directed Lafayette to march southward to try to capture Benedict Arnold
and check the enemy’s operation in Virginia. To expedite his progress,
Western Maryland officials were ordered to seize all salt and fresh meats in
their districts and impress all wagons, carriages, teams, drivers, and the like,
and send them to the Head of Elk to enable the troops, cannons, stores and
baggage to be transported to Virginia.

This assistance was promptly rendered, but after a short campaign in Vir-
ginia, Lafayette was forced to abandon Richmond and retreat toward Freder-
icksburg before the superior forces of Cornwallis. Continuing his retreat he
crossed the Rapidan River where he was joined on June 7, by General Wayne
whose forces numbered about 1,000. The retreat toward Maryland excited a
mounting apprehension of invasion. The lieutenants (those leaders of sub-
divisions of the State appointed by the General Assembly) of Frederick, Mont-
gomery, Baltimore and Kent Counties were ordered to immediately arm and
equip 1,000 militia and march with them to Georgetown. The troops of horse
from Frederick, Baltimore and Kent County received similar orders, and such
were the alacrity of the people that two new regiments were recruited in a few
days. The Frederick troop of horse was commanded by John Ross Key (father
of Francis Scott Key) who on June 10, transmitted a letter to the Governor
saying ‘‘—to inform your excellency that the Frederick troop of horse under
my command are now on their route to Georgetown where I expect to arrive
this evening.’’"

In company with the Baltimore Light Dragoons under Captain Moore, the
Frederick Light Dragoons crossed the Potomac River on June 13, and joined
Lafayette on July 6. Because Lafayette lacked cavalry support, the British
Dragoons under Tarleton caused most of his trouble, and he was highly elated
when he learned that Maryland cavalry had been sent to his aid.

When the Baltimore troops reached Fredericksburg an urgent letter from
Governor Thomas Sim Lee was handed to trooper Luther Martin, a prominent
lawyer of his day, requiring him to proceed to Frederick, Maryland, for the
trial of seven traitors. Among them was Caspar Fritchie, the father-in-law of
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Barbara Fritchie. However, Captain Moore denied Martin’s application for
leave, but when Martin finally obtained leave it was too late. The prisoners
had been tried, convicted and executed in a most barbaric manner; cruel and
unusual punishment would be an understatement.

Upon joining Lafayette the Maryland Dragoons were assigned to the com-
mand of General Daniel Morgan, and on July 16 he dispatched a motley group
made up of Wayne’s Pennsylvania Continentals, Morgan'’s riflemen from the
backwoods of western Virginia, and Moore’s gentlemen cavalry, south of the
James River to intercept a possible movement of Tarleton or Cornwallis in
that direction. Included in this assignment were orders to Morgan regarding
the Maryland volunteer cavalry saying that most of them were men of fortune
who were making great sacrifices to serve their country, and that they were
not to be put out as orderlies or to common camp duties which could well be
performed by the Continental horse; and when it was decided that Tarleton in-
tended to proceed in a southerly direction and beyond the reach of being
struck, the Maryland cavalry were to return to their headquarters.

But Tarleton did not head for the Carolinas, and after a week of raiding, re-
joined Cornwallis’s main camp at Portsmouth. During these raids the Balti-
more Light Dragoons came close to capture. According to General Samuel
Smith:

Moore was an officer of great merit and personal bravery. At one time in
Virginia he was completely surrounded by the enemy but refused to surrender, and
with his company dashed through the British forces and escaped unhurt.'?

General Washington arrived in Baltimore on September 8, and Captain
Moore and his troop of light Dragoons who had just returned from Yorktown,
received and escorted Washington to his quarters at the Fountain Inn.

On October 9, 1781, Captain Nicholas Ruxton Moore’s name appeared on
the list of those paid by the State of Maryland to militia in service of the
United States. He received 464 pounds, seven shillings and six pence (specie)
which is approximately $2,292.17 and hardly compensated him for his ex-
penses; for a captain of a militia company was, in fact, monetarily responsible
to his men for food, fodder, supplies, and on occasion, he must furnish ammuni-
tion—only the Continental army was paid and supplied by the Continental
Congress. The militia company could only hope to be paid by the State. It is
said that Moore spent much of his fortune in the Revolutionary War, and the
only record of reimbursement was the payment he received on October 9, 1781.

February 11, 1783, Captain Moore offered city lots for sale on Charles Street
and on the east side of Light Street. The Light Street property was bounded
by Lombard Street on the north; Pratt Street on the south; and Ruxton Lane
on the east. Ruxton Lane later was changed to Balderston Street and is now
completely obliterated by Baltimore City’s present renewal project.

The following year, on November 18, 1784, his wife Elizabeth died and was
buried next to her children in St. Paul’s Church cemetery with the Protestant
Episcopal rites.
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It is not known when he moved to his farm in Anne Arundel County, but we
find him living there on July 6, 1786, and he probably continued to live and
farm there until the summer of 1794, for on that year he offered for sale his life
estate in that property. It was described as being one and a quarter miles from
the Patapsco Ferry and contained 400 acres.!? This is now part of the Brooklyn
area of Baltimore City.

On May 1, 1788, upon the ratification of the Constitution of the United
States, Captain Plunkett and Captain Moore were marshalls at the great pro-
cession to celebrate this event. The procession began at Philpott’s Hill (from
that day on known as Federal Hill) and marched to Fells Point, and from there
throughout the streets of Baltimore.!* Many trades were represented, and each
had its own banners and floats indicating high hopes for a new government
under a constitution.

Just three weeks later on May 22, 1788, Captain Moore offered for sale his
property at Pratt and Light Streets.

On Christmas day, 1792, Captain Moore and Sarah Kelso were married at
the First Presbyterian Church in Baltimore by Reverend Patrick Allen. Sarah
was his first wife’s cousin and the daughter of James Kelso and Rebecca Ham-
mond.

The Baltimore Light Dragoons, under Captain Moore’s command, were kept
actively organized. The newspapers of the day reported that on February 18,
1794, “‘they escorted many distinguished visitors,”’'* and there were many
mentions of drills, parades and maneuvers. War seemed likely, first with
England and then with France, and there was a revival of interest in military
matters.

Although Moore’s prosperity was due to his inheritance of city property
from Nicholas Ruxton Gay and to his real estate dealings in city property, he
was none too happy living in the city; the water was not good; the miasmatic
air of summer nights bringing with it hordes of mosquitoes from the marshes
above Calvert Street at the Court House, were obnoxious; malaria and the
fatal yellow fever struck in early summer and lasted until fall. In his opinion
the city was not the place to raise a family. The Moores and the Ruxtons had
been farmers since their coming to Maryland and lived long healthy lives. He
preferred to raise his family in the rural regions where the air was cleaner and
diseases less prevalent. To live not too far from town, but close enough to look
after his real estate investments was what he wanted. Therefore, to get into a
strong cash position and await a favorable land purchase, ‘‘he offered for sale
on June 14, 1794, his two-story brick dwelling on Baltimore Street (Market
Street at that time) first door east of Hanover Street (site of the present Moore
Building),'¢ and lots on Charles Street and on Ruxton Lane.”

However, his plans were interrupted, for in September Captain Moore and
his troop received a call for military duty. Several western counties in Pennsyl-
vania were in a state of insurrection because of the Federal tax on distilled
spirits: the ‘“Whiskey Rebellion.” The Pennsylvania authorities were not suc-
cessful in supressing the lawlessness, and the Secretary of War directed Gov-
ernor Lee of Maryland to organize, arm and equip, according to law, and held
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in readiness to march at a moment'’s notice 5,418 of the militia of Maryland of-
ficers included. Under this order General Samuel Smith commanded the Mary-
land militia. Outstanding in this body were Captain Moore’s company of cav-
alry, consisting mostly of men from Pulaski’s Legion, resplendent in uniform
of blue and buff. On September 15 Governor Lee sent a requisition for Balti-
more troops. He had heard a report that the insurgents had assembled in con-
siderable numbers near Cumberland with the intention of marching on Freder-
ick to seize the stock of arms deposited in the arsenal.

A few days later, after the arrival of the Baltimore troops in Frederick a cor-
respondent wrote a friend in Baltimore:

I know your anxiety to hear from us as reports I hear pictured our situation as
dreadful. The march of troops from both Baltimore and Georgetown has been sin-
gularily expeditious. Captain Moore and his troop, that would do favor to any
army, arrived about the middle of yesterday. Colonel Stricker and a most beautiful
corps of fine young men are now refreshing themselves at the Monacasy. We are
not now, nor ever have been, in any danger. A number of idle reports have alarmed
some of our citizens without cause.!”

Militia from Maryland and Virginia had already assembled at Cumberland
which created great excitement in the village; and on October 18 Washington
arrived. On the 19th he appeared in full uniform to review the troops—the last
occasion to wear his uniform. After reviewing the troops he returned to Phila-
delphia leaving General ‘‘Light Horse”’ Harry Lee of Virginia in charge. Then
as the troops moved toward Uniontown, Pennsylvania and advanced into the
insurgent country, all signs of the rebellion disappeared, and the leaders fled.
Most of the troops were sent home, and, without shedding a drop of blood, the
rebellion ended. At one time it threatened the very existence of the Union.

The Whiskey Rebellion delayed Moore’s projected move to the country by
six months; but he finally purchased, on December 19, 1794, a total of 350
acres of farm land in Baltimore County about twelve miles from Baltimore
City. His land extended from the present Northern Central Railroad tracks to
Jones Falls on the west; then in a southeasterly direction to a small frame
church. Close by this church is a marble marker which is the southeast corner
of his property. Northward his property extended just beyond Ruxton Road
where that road crosses Roland Run and bends to the west. He also purchased
318 acres from Francis Daws and William Scott, and several other small par-
cels from Thomas Rutter and William Bosley. The land in that area was gener-
ally known as ‘‘Bosley’s Adventure.”’” Moore developed a fine estate and built a
handsome residence. The stone springhouse is still standing just off Circle
Road about a quarter mile west of Roland Run. A magnificent house now
stands on the hill just north of the springhouse. It was built on the original
foundations of Colonel Moore’s home at 1714 Circle Road, and is occupied by
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Tate.

It is said that Colonel Moore ‘‘was a most retiring man of a gentle and love-
able disposition. He kept twenty-four horses and a pack of hounds.’’*® “It is
impossible to compile a record of Colonel Moore’s activities as all of his official
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papers have either been lost or destroyed.”’'® There are no other records of his
farm products except for those required to feed his stock. Horses were his in-
terest—oxen and horses were needed for all forms of land transportation,
mules had not yet been introduced from Mexico—and from all accounts he was
very successful.

In 1800 Moore served as an elector for President and Vice-President of the
United States. The Federalist Party was severely weakened by the Alien and
Sedition Acts, known as the ‘“‘Federalist Reign of Terror,”” and John Adams’s
prospect for re-election was gloomy. Moore supported Jefferson, but Jefferson
and Burr had tied in the electoral college vote, and the election was decided by
the House of Representatives. Because Hamilton hated Burr, Hamilton’s in-
fluence helped bring about the election of Jefferson.

Moore remained a staunch Republican and Jeffersonian. In September,
1802, he was nominated for the Maryland House of Delegates on the Republi-
can ticket and on October 4, he was elected by the largest vote ever recorded in
Baltimore County. On July 8, 1803, he was proposed as a candidate for Con-
gress; he was elected, and on October 17 he was present at the first session of
the Eighth Congress, probably one of the most important sessions in the
United States’ history, for it was that session that approved the Louisiana
Purchase. Moore favored the purchase and so voted for the appropriation of
316 million for that purpose.

During Moore's terms in office several major exingencies developed in the
course of America’s growth. In 1804 Tripolitians pirated the American war-
ship Philadelphia. In 1806 the United States were confronted by naval har-
rassment by both London and Paris, who, by blocking each others ports seized
American ships and impressed American seamen. Though angered in 1807 by
the British attack on the Chesapeake, Jefferson refused to tarnish his adminis-
tration with war. His solution was an embargo terminating all foreign com-
merce by the United States. This not only failed, but it brought down the
wrath of the nation on Jefferson’s head and weakened Congressman Moore’s
political position who supported the policy.

Jefferson’s second term was less than splendid, and he refused to run for a
third term; however, Moore did run during the next election campaign and was
re-elected but with a smaller majority. He continued to serve under President
Madison.

A hangover of troubles from the Jefferson administration did not affect
Moore during the election of 1808, but they caught up with him later on. The
years 1810 and 1811 were particularly hectic as events that had been building
from 1806 to 1809 flooded in torrential force over President Madison and Con-
gress. Maryland trade was damaged by the Embargo Acts of 1806 and 1807.
The Non-Intercourse Act of 1809 was of no help in alleviating the distress of
all American merchants. During 1810 all the peace-keeping measures spon-
sored by Jefferson were replaced by Macon’s Bill No. 2 which virtually ended
the experiment. It restored trade with England and France, the warring
powers, and gave them until March 11, 1811 to revoke their edicts against
American shipping. These issues contributed largely to Moore’s defeat.
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Moore, knowing how woefully inadequate America was prepared for war,
hoped for something to develop to bring about a peaceful solution. Peter Lit-
tle, on the other hand, joined forces with the ‘“war hawks’’ believing that war
was inevitable and that America’s troubles should be solved by force of arms
quickly. The “hawks’’ and ‘“doves’’ seemed to be evenly divided.

Another contribution to Moore’s defeat might have been some mud-slinging,
on the part of a few Moore supporters, which backfired. Both Moore and Little
were men of integrity and it is unbelievable that either would have sanctioned
deceit and dishonesty. However, Moore had some supporters who were not in-
peccable. Peter Little, age 35, watchmaker and silversmith, had served in the
Maryland House of Delegates 1806-1807 with a good record and was now
pitted against the more experienced Nicholas R. Moore in a hard fought cam-
paign. Some of Moore’s supporters had spread rumors disparaging Colonel
Little, saying that Little had made some shady deals in certain precincts, and
worse, he had brought pressure to bear to receive his commission as Colonel of
the 38th Regiment Maryland Militia. All of this was brought out into the open
when a certain Moore supporter calling himself “Elector,” believing the
rumors to be true, wrote to American and Commercial Daily Advertiser who
printed his letter on September 30 which stressed Colonel Little’s alleged un-
ethical methods used in obtaining his commission. It brought a quick and em-
phatic reply from General Stricker saying, ‘‘Colonel Little did not solicit me
for his appointment as a colonel in the militia—it was I who offered him the
commission; and it took such a long time for him to make up his mind that I
was fearful that he would not accept it.”’ This was published by the American
the following day. And on October 2 ““Elector”’ wrote the paper withdrawing
his charges and apologized by saying that he was misled. October 3 was elec-
tion day; and on October 4 the returns showed Little with 2,604 votes and
Moore with 2,604, It could be said that the flare-back from those rumors did
hurt Moore.

On February 12, 1812 Moore was appointed Lieutenant Colonel of the Sixth
Regimental Cavalry District of Maryland by Governor Levin Winder, a Feder-
alist, and on June 12, 1812, President Madison appeared before Congress to
urge a declaration of war against England. Congress voted 79 to 49 in the
House of Representatives and 19 to 13 in the Senate favoring war.

In October Colonel Moore defeated Colonel Little for Congress. the British
had burned Washington in August and the Third Session of the Thirteenth
Congress was in a turmoil. The House of Representatives had been burned and
the Government was to reconvene at Frederick, Maryland. But typical of the
chaos none of the administration was going there—they were hopelessly scat-
tered about the Virginia countryside.

When the British attacked Baltimore many competent military units were
stationed at Hampstead Hill under the direct command of General Samuel
Smith and there is nothing to show that Colonel Moore’s Sixth Regiment of
Cavalry was brought into action. However, General Smith did order General
Winder to send Colonel Laval and his cavalry to Colonel Moore operating east
of the town anticipating a need for strong cavalry support.
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After the futile assault of the British on Baltimore, Colonel Moore returned
to his farm and renewed his seat in Congress. But on January 14, 1816 he re-
signed from Congress because of failing health, and he died October 7, 1816.

The Baltimore American published his obituary on October 8, 1816:

Another Revolutionary Hero Gone!

Died yesterday at half-past one o’clock in the 62nd year of hislife, Colonel Nicho-
las Ruxton Moore, late member of Congress and commandant of a cavalry regi-
ment attached to the Third Division Maryland Militia. Colonel Moore was one of
those worthies who so nobly achieved the independence we now enjoy. His amiable
qualities, both in public and private life will long be cherished with gratitude by
his fellow citizens. He has left a widow and four children to mourn his loss.

His friends and acquaintances are invited to attend his funeral at his late coun-
try residence this day at three o’clock P.M.

Colonel Moore had made his will on April 10, 1816 which said:

... It is my will that after the payment of all just and fair debts and complying
with the true intent and meaning of any obligation or instrument of writing that I
have given that the whole of my estate real and personal (except the broad sword
which I wore in the Revolution) be distributed and divided to my much loved wife
Sarah and my dear children Rebecca, Gay, Camilla and Smith Hollins Moore as the
laws of Maryland direct in cases of persons dying intestate. I constitute my wife
Sarah together with Cumberland Dugan, Esq. and John S. Hollins, Esq. executors
of this my last will and testament. . .

Codicil. 1 give my sword to my son Smith H. Moore to be used when the service of
his country demands it.

The will was witnessed by Thomas Johnson, John Cockey, Jr. and Elija Fis-
baugh.

On November 8, 1816, one month after his death, the will was filed for pro-
bate. The chattels of his estate were appraised at $2,300.00 consisting of per-
sonal effects such as household furnishings; thirty-two head of hogs; twenty-
seven head of horned cattle at eight dollars each; sixty-two head of sheep at
two dollars each; one wagon, four horses and gear; two horses; farm imple-
ments; saddles and bridles; and one lot of sundries. Six slaves were valued at
$1,075.00.

The four children surviving Colonel Moore were Gay Moore, a captain in the
navy who married Sarah Chalmers, he died without issue; Rebecca Moore died
unmarried;*® Smith Hollins Moore died unmarried; and Camilla Hammond
Moore married Willian Swann McKean and left three children, Camilla Ham-
mond Ridgely, Johanna Barry and Adrianna McKean.*

James Francis Moore, a brother of Colonel Moore, was born August 12,
1751. Tradition said that the brothers of Nicholas went west before the Revo-
lutionary War and were all killed by Indians, and none of them had ever been
heard from. As a matter of fact when Colonel Moore died, his children were too
young to know anything about the family history. But when the descendants
of James Francis Moore, in tracing their family history, advertised for descen-
dants of Nicholas Ruxton Moore, the correspondence brought out the interest-
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ing fact that James Francis Moore had served in the Revolution until July 27,
1779, as a captain in the Eighth Pennsylvania Regiment and was discharged
with honor. We find him in Kentucky in 1780 on the staff of General George
Rogers Clark. As soon as Kentucky became independent of Virginia he was
elected to the Legislature and in 1809 to the Senate where he served until
1810. (He died on the floor of the Senate). In 1809 he was Humphrey
Marshall’s second when Marshall fought his celebrated duel with Henry Clay.
James Francis Moore died a wealthy man owning 55,000 acres of land in Ken-
tucky.

On April 8, 1824, Sarah Moore acted as trustee for the sale of the real estate
of Nicholas Ruxton Moore, and sold the Baltimore County farm for $6,500 to
William McConkey.?* A map from the surveys of J. S. Sidney, published in
1850, shows this farm occupied by C. W. McConkey, but by 1877 the land had
been divided into parcels owned by Edward G. McConkey (who apparently
lived on that part of Moore’s land where his home had been built), T. Sturgis
Davis, S. A. Hiser, Samuel Cotes and L. J. Roberts.?

The Rockland Bleach and Dye Works later bought the land on the southeast
side of Falls Road to grow fodder for their horses which were used to haul
goods to and from the bleachery.?* This became known as the “Old Wright
Farm,” and was sold to the Ruxton Company and divided into lots for resi-
dences. Today Colonel Moore’s 350 acre farm has perhaps more than one hun-
dred and seventy homes ranging from one to five acres each.

Sarah Moore’s declining years were hardly spent in luxury, however, for the
Panic of 1837 caused a widespread suspension of banks in the United States
and Sarah was one of the many victims of those bank failures. It became neces-
sary for her to apply for a pension, and in 1838 she employed Alexander Yearly
as her attorney. He immediately began collecting affidavits from responsible
citizens of Maryland acquainted with Colonel Moore’s service records as a sol-
dier in the Revolution—such men as Tobias E. Stansbury who served with
Moore under Pulaski at Brandywine and Germantown; Major General Samuel
Smith, the hero of Fort Mifflin and the War of 1812.

Unfortunately, General Pulaski, although a great soldier, never took the
time to keep accounts of rolls of enlistments under his command. If he did so
no records have ever been found. His lack of record keeping got him into severe
financial difficulties when Congress refused to reimburse him for his expendi-
tures. This neglect caused much of Sarah Moore’s troubles with the bureau-
cratic James L. Edwards, Esq. Commissioner of Pensions. The affidavits of
Generals Smith and Stansbury and other substantial citizens were not suffi-
cient for that gentleman—he zealously obeyed his oath and his duty to Presi-
dent Van Buren to prevent raids on the United States Treasury, and was just
as stubborn and onerous as his present day counterparts in the Federal bu-
reaucracies.

The skies were graying and colours were rapidly fading—it had been fifty-
five years since the ending of the Revolution, and few survivors were still liv-
ing. Those furnishing affidavits were Robert Lyon, ‘‘very aged and highly re-
spected;”’ Samuel Smith, “in his eighties;”’ Tobias Stansbury, ‘“‘aged and
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highly respected resident of Baltimore County;”’ James McKean, ‘“‘aged 74
years.” Luckily Sarah Moore had supporters in high places—two members of
the House of Representatives and a United States Senator. Honorable James
Carroll introduced Bill 158 in the House and Honorable William D. Merrick in-
troduced it in the Senate allowing Sarah her pension; it passed and gave her
five years full pay as a captain and to be paid according to the Act of 1838. An-
other pension bill was introduced and enacted by Congress March 3, 1843, but
this time Mrs. Moore was required only to make affidavit that she was “still a
widow.”” Pensions were renewed by an Act of 1848; Sarah was now 78 years of
ago, and James L. Edwards’ name remains as Commissioner, and her pension
again delayed for several months, but a letter from her son-in-law brought
results. We hear nothing more.
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SIDELIGHTS

The Convivial Dr. Beanes

RUTH KIMBALL KENT

IT WAS THE CONVIVIAL DR. BEANES AND H1S HASTY BEHAVIOR THAT SET OFF
the whole chain of events.

In August, a British fleet arrived in the Chesapeake Bay. It was a stopping-
off point on the way to New Orleans, and the officers smelled easy booty and a
chance to humiliate the American upstarts. The city of Washington was easy
pickings, being guarded by a militia that was poorly organized. The British
troops burned a number of government buildings, including the Capitol, and
smugly started toward the Bay where their ships were anchored, marauding as
they went.

The British officers had made their headquarters at the home of Dr. William
Beanes, a prominent, well-loved elderly physician of Upper Marlborough,
Maryland. He had, however grudgingly, treated them well in his home, even
sharing his tobacco and wine. He had also taken care of their wounded in
capable medical fashion. In turn, the British had dealt with Dr. Beanes
courteously, and there was no plundering of his estate.

Now, on their return from Washington, they stopped once again at Dr.
Beanes’ for refreshments, and to retrieve baggage and the wounded officers
who had been left in the doctor’s care. At last, on August 26, the troops left.

On the next day, Dr. Beanes invited two of his close friends to have a glass of
wine with him in his garden. As they sat at ease, they heard a hubbub, and
soon learned that British stragglers were plundering the town. The streets of
Upper Marlborough were in an uproar. Dr. Beanes seized his pistol, and the
three friends rounded up a group of citizens to quell the disturbance. They
managed to collar three of the British ruffians, who were forthwith tossed into
jail.

Within a couple of days the British received word that their erstwhile host,
the convivial Dr. Beanes, had, according to their lights, betrayed three of their
comrades in arms. At once a contingent was dispatched to rescue the luckless
three, with orders to take Dr. Beanes prisoner. The old gentleman was rousted
rudely from his bed some time past midnight, hustled roughly into his clothes,
and “made to ride horseback on a rough-gaited, cadaverous animal’’ (accord-

Mrs. Kent'’s appreciation of Maryland’s history bridges her distant residence in Cleveland, Ohio.
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ing to a report of the day)' to Benedict, thirty-five miles away. There he was
taken aboard the flagship Tonnant, to be transferred later to Halifax.

Dr. Beanes’ townspeople took action at once. They engaged a Washington
lawyer, a friend of Dr. Beanes, to negotiate with the British for Dr. Beanes’ re-
lease. The thirty-five-year-old lawyer was of a distinguished lineage, of a rather
striking appearance, and highly competent. He went at once to the President
and received permission for the mission. After helping his wife and six children
prepare to leave Washington for their safer home in the country, he left
Washington on September 2 and proceeded to Baltimore to join Colonel John
S. Skinner, American government agent for the exchange of prisoners.

The two gentlemen boarded a small sloop named the Minden, owned by Ben-
jamin Ferguson, which had been used from time to time for exchange of pris-
oners. It carried a crew of a dozen or so men. 2 Shortly they tock sail down the
Chesapeake Bay under a flag of truce. They finally came upon the British fleet
on September 7 at the mouth of the Potomac River.

They were cordially received by Admiral Sir George Cockburn, the very man
who had put the torch to the Capitol in Washington. Yet they arrived at an
awkward time, for the British, flushed with their easy Washington victory,
had determined to attack Baltimore. The British troops were promised free
reign to plunder, and enthusiasm ran high. In the midst of battle preparations,
Colonel Skinner seconded the golden-tongued young lawyer in cajoling for the
release of the troublesome Dr. Beanes. Colonel Skinner had taken the time to
secure letters from British officers praising the excellent medical care they had
received from the good doctor. These and the art of persuasion won the day,
and the British agreed to let Dr. Beanes go.

But not just yet. If Dr. Beanes and his party were allowed to go ashore, they
would be sure to reveal the attack plans that had been discussed in their pres-
ense. So the sloop bearing the lawyer, Colonel Skinner, and Dr. Beanes, under
guard, had its sails removed and was towed after the British frigate Surprize.®
The three Americans were indeed surprised, as they found themselves on the
morning of September 8 sailing up the Chesapeake Bay toward Baltimore
along with the British fleet of some forty vessels.*

The first of the fleet arrived at Baltimore on Sunday morning, September 11,
while church was in session.® For the next two days, battle preparations pro-
ceeded. Somewhere around 1,200 British troops went ashore at North Point in
a heavy rain and worked their way along the north shore of the harbor for a
flank attack on Baltimore. The British officers lined up the bomb-boats, ready
to bombard Fort McHenry in support of the land troops.

However, the citizens of Baltimore were painfully aware of the demise of
their sister city, Washington, and had fortified their city well. They were pre-
pared to put up a spirited defense.

That they did, and the battle raged fiercely. The bombardment of the hand-
some star-shaped Fort McHenry commenced during the early hours® of Sep-
tember 13, continued throughout the day, and on into the night. The young
lawyer, Francis Scott Key (for yes, it was he) stayed on deck the entire night of
September 13, watching the rockets and bombs exploding over the brick-
walled Fort. He knew that a number of small British boats were planning to
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land during the night, and when the firing ceased and the Fort grew siient
about one o’clock, he was seized with a sick dread that the landing parties had
managed to breach the Fort. There was no way that he could know that the
British sea forces had been repulsed, and boats had been plying through the
night to re-embark the British land troops from North Point. The defense of
Fort McHenry and Baltimore was far stronger than the British had reckoned
for. When it became known, the course of events was a surprise to the govern-
ment officials who had so lately fled Washington. President James Madison
had “‘ordered the militia at Baltimore and particularly the garrison at Fort
McHenry to surrender rather than risk the destruction of that city. Major
George Armistead, in command of the fort, dared court-martial in his determi-
nation to resist the enemy at any cost.””’

The night wore on. Francis Scott Key paced the deck, ever turning an anx-
ious eye toward shore. A fine drizzle combined with the smoke that still hung
from the bursting of bombs. Toward morning it turned to a light mist that
shrouded the area. Hair tousled, eyes burning, the patriot waited eagerly for
dawn.

Gradually the darkness lifted. Peering through the mist, Key saw the points
and angles of the Fort slowly take shape. Then—there it was! Our flag was still
flying!

It was a great flag indeed, forty-two feet long and thirty feet wide, with fif-
teen stars and fifteen stripes.® Key’s heart swelled with joy, and the glory and
fervor that only a military victory can bring. Inspiration was upon him, and he
searched his pockets for writing material. The back of a letter sufficed,® and
Key wrote ‘““The Star-Spangled Banner.”

As he wrote, he had in mind the tune for which the words were intended. It
was called ‘“To Anacreon in Heaven,”” and had been composed some time be-
tween 1770 and 1775 by John Stafford Smith of England.*® The three Ameri-
cans were set free, and Francis Scott Key finished writing as the boat neared
shore.!! When he reached his hotel room at the Old Fountain Inn on High
Street, he at once wrote off a clean copy. (This original manuscript is still ex-
tant, and was bought in 1953 by the Society of Francis Scott Key from the
Walters Art Gallery for $26,000.!%) Dr. Beanes was soon on his way to rejoin
his relieved friends in Upper Marlborough, little dreaming that his adventures
with the British had been the precipitating action for the writing of an immor-
tal song, destined to become the national anthem.

The next morning, Colonel Skinner persuaded Key to approach a printer. A
broadside was struck off, with the poem under the title of ‘‘“The Defense of
Fort McHenry.” The song was sung for the first time that night in a tavern in
Baltimore and was printed in the Baltimore Americanr on September 21, 1814.
It was immediately popular. The tune was already well-known, for it had been
used for a number of other songs since it had been composed forty or more
years earlier. Complaints of its unsingability were not recorded until a later
date.!?

Francis Scott Key lived out a distinguished career as a lawyer and patriot.
He was a devoted family man, eventually with eleven children, three of whom
preceded him in death. One boy of nine died tragically by drowning, a second
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was killed at the age of twenty while fighting a duel, and a third son died at
twenty-seven after a short illness. Francis Scott Key died of pleurisy at the age
of sixty-three.!

“The Star-Spangled Banner”’ shared national anthem status with ‘‘Hail, Co-
lumbia” until the time of the Spanish-American War. At that time Admiral
Dewey designated ‘“The Star-Spangled Banner’ as the song to be played on
state occasions, and it was adopted as the armed forces’ official tune. During
the First World War President Wilson backed this up with an executive order
saying ‘‘The Star-Spangled Banner’’ should be played at official affairs of the
government. But it was not until 118 years after its composition that “The
Star-Spangled Banner’ became America’s official national anthem. President
Herbert Hoover signed the bill providing for this on March 3, 1931, the day be-
fore he left office, as the last official act of his administration.

There are a few places of historic importance in America where our flag is al-
lowed to fly both day and night, with Congressional or Presidential approval.
Three of the places where the Star-Spangled Banner waves forever are over the
birthplace and over the grave of Francis Scott Key, and over Fort McHenry.!*
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A Wounded Confederate
Soldier’s Letter From Fort McHenry

ALEXANDRA LEE LEVIN

BALTIMORE WHOOPED IT UP AT ForTr MCHENRY DURING THE NATION’S B1CEN-
tennial bash. Locally, the gala event celebrated the city’s heroic stand against
the British invaders during the War of 1812. Fort McHenry, the birthplace of
our national anthem, seemed to symbolize America itself: flag, country, apple
pie and mom.

During the Civil War the Fort presented a far less pleasant image to the in-
carcerated Confederate soldiers, Southern sympathizers, and Federal wrong-
doers imprisoned within its confines. A letter from a young Confederate, W.
Marshall, captured after being wounded at Antietam, pictures Fort McHenry
as a miserable, unsanitary hostel.

Young Marshall wrote from the Fort to Miss Netta Lee in Sherpherdstown,
Virginia, now West Virginia, just across the Potomac from Sharpsburg, Mary-
land. Marshall was one of the young men nursed by Netta, aged 18, after the
bloody fight at Antietam.

Following the second Confederate victory at Manassas, General Robert E.
Lee turned his columns into Maryland. Early on September 17, 1862, a vicious
conflict began near Sharpsburg, on Antietam Creek. The residents of Shep-
herdstown shuddered as the awesome noise of battle hurtled across the river.
The town’s narrow streets were already jammed with blood-splashed wagons
loaded with the wounded brought from two sharp engagements on nearby
South Mountain. Shepherdstown, a small place, was totally unprepared for the
ghastly invasion.

“Bedford,” the residence of Netta Lee’s parents, was crowded with
casualties. In one room was a general, badly wounded. In another room was
“Rooney’’ Lee, a son of General Lee, who served with Jeb Stuart’s cavalry.
Rooney’s leg was severely sprained when his horse fell on it. ‘““The fight near
Sharpsburg filled our house to overflowing with wounded and dying men,”
Netta's mother, Mrs. Edmund J. Lee, wrote soon after Antietam. ‘“Every va-
cant house, every church and nearly all the private houses have been full.” At
Bedford the Lees tended to eleven wounded men and officers, together with
their orderlies and surgeons, a total of sixteen extra persons. One of the
wounded was W. Marshall.

Young Marshall wrote to Netta Lee from Fort McHenry on January 29,
1863: “We arrived safely at Baltimore after a ‘pleasant’ trip.”” His group of
ragged, barefoot wounded Confederates had been lodged temporarily in a
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warehouse styled the ‘“‘Soldiers Rest.”” From there they were moved to the Na-
tional Hotel on Camden Street near the B&O railroad, which had been con-
verted into a first-class hospital, ‘‘comfortable, orderly and systematic.”

Marshall and his fellows were surprised how quickly their young lady
friends discovered their whereabouts. The matron of their hospital ward was
strongly ‘‘secesh’’ and had delivered messages for them. ‘‘After spontaneous
and unbounded delight, greetings, etc.”” Marshall recounted, ‘‘and as our tarry
was expected to be brief, the dear creatures zealously went to work equipping
us cap-a-pie in new toggery, and you can imagine how grand some of us felt in a
new rebel costume.”

Although all the Confederates at the hospital were cripples, the privilege of
promenading the streets was strictly prohibited. Twice Marshall had tried to
escape, and on his second attempt even succeeded in passing the hospital sen-
tries. He had gotten fairly underway when the suspicious steward spied him
and sent a guard to bring him back.

But the comparatively good times at the National Hotel did not last long.
“On Tuesday evening we were conveyed under escort to this memorable den,”
Marshall wrote from Fort McHenry. ‘‘Imagine our feelings after such lavish
kindness, nursing, and petting as we have had from the ladies of Shepherds-
town, and now having to submit to the gross indignity of living in a filthy,
crowded horse stable—forty rebels occupying the space for twelve horses.”

Daylight was almost entirely excluded from the poorly ventilated stables.
The fetid odor was sickening, and the piles of excrement rat-infested. Accord-
ing to Marshall, after the 280 Union deserters, quartered on their right and
overhead on the second floor of the stable, stopped ‘‘raising merry thunder,”
hordes of rats swarmed over the floor during the remainder of the night. The
Confederates slept on the hard floor, and the rats seemed to resent the
humans’ intrusion. ‘‘Such bouncing and charging over us beats everything,”
Marshall wrote. ‘“Their roving, predatory excursions have caused our haver-
sacks to suffer immensely.”” The rats’ frolicsome capers prevented Marshall
from sleeping at night, so he tried to snatch a little rest during the day. ‘“‘Most
of last night I stood sentry armed with a crutch, while our party slumbered
and dreamed.”

The prisoners’ fare consisted of wormy crackers, salt beef and green onions.
Some of the Confederates who could afford high prices were allowed to buy
from sutlers a few additions to their diet. The poorer prisoners did without
these amenities. ‘‘Poor Page is out of bacon and keeps abed the whole time,”
Marshall wrote.

Marshall and his fellows had been surprised to find two friends imprisoned
in Baltimore, a Mr. Howard and Dr. Alexander Galt Tinsley. Dr. Tinsley, an
assistant surgeon in the Confederate Army, had been in charge of preparing
Shepherdstown for the reception of the Antietam wounded. Left behind to care
for the desperate cases, Dr. Tinsley was captured when the Federals moved in.
When he was sent as a prisoner of war to Baltimore, his bride of a few days,
Dare Parran Tinsley, accommpanied him and stayed at Barnum’s Hotel. After
the war, Dr. Tinsley lived at 2102 St. Paul Street with his family.
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The Confederate prisoners at Fort McHenry received food, blankets,
clothing and money from Southern sympathizers who used subtle methods of
transporting the items. ‘A bitter snowstorm raged all yesterday and has not
yet subsided,” Marshall wrote Netta Lee on January 29. “Notwithstanding,
two heroic ladies visited us and consoled us very much, and although the
mean, suspecting bluebacks watch them like cats after mice during the inter-
view, they make nothing by the operation—those hoops are grand in an
emergency!”’

Young Marshall assured Netta that his group was as jolly as could be ex-
pected under such adverse circumstances. ‘“They can't kill us as rebels, but I
cannot help feeling miserable in spite of myself, especially after so recently
having so many comforts, benign influences and delightful society of the fair
sex,”” he wrote. “It’s uncertain when we leave this garden of roses, but when I
get in Dixie, will write more explicitly.”

What happened to W. Marshall after he left Fort McHenry is unknown to
the writer. Netta Lee married Dr. Charles Worthington Goldsborough, a
physician of Walkersville, Maryland. Marshall’s letter is owned by Netta’'s
granddaughter, Miss Helen Goldsborough of Shepherdstown.



Matthias da Sousa: Colonial
Maryland’s Black, Jewish Assemblyman

SUSAN ROSENFELD FALB

€6

MATTHIAS Sousa, A MoLATO,” ARRIVED ON THE Ark oRrR Dove wiTH
Maryland'’s first colonists in 1634. Almost eight years later, March 23, 1642,
Matthias da Sousa attended an afternoon meeting of the Maryland assembly.!
Was he America’s first Negro assemblyman? Indeed he was, according to the
writers of ‘“Wings of the Morning,” a summer pageant performed in St.
Mary’s City, Maryland in 1976. They cast a black actor, Denzel Washington,
Jr., as da Sousa, and made him the narrator.? An exhibit in the replica of St.
Mary’s original statehouse also implies da Sousa had an African heritage.

But some Catholics knowledgeable about Maryland history will identify da
Sousa as ‘‘the Jew.” The major student of Jews in colonial America, Jacob
Marecus, flatly states that da Sousa ‘‘was Christian of course.”’* A Jewish heri-
tage for da Sousa, however, is significant for those who see his assembly mem-
bership as ‘‘the simplest and clearest evidence’’ of more extensive toleration in
Maryland before the 1649 Act Concerning Religion than after its passage.*
The so-called ““Toleration Act,”” limited to trinitarian Christians, was passed
under pressure from the English Puritan government. However, prior to the
English Civil War, Maryland Catholic leaders conducted religious policies
without interference from outside the colony. They insisted upon complete tol-
eration, and a Jew in the assembly would prove such liberty existed.

Very little factual information on da Sousa survives. Since ‘‘mulatto’ in the
seventeenth century referred to complexion rather than parentage, da Sousa
could well have been Caucasian. Jacob Marcus cites descriptions of Jews as
“tawny,” and he notes that the one seventeenth-century Marylander of un-
questioned Jewish background, Jacob Lumbrozo, was called ‘‘black.”” More-
over, Jewish da Sousas lived in Barbados later in the century, and Matthias
joined the colonists when they stopped at that island. Unfortunately, da Sousa
was a name common among Spanish and Portuguese Christians as well as
Jews.® Therefore, the modern historian knows only that da Sousa arrived as an
indentured servant, and maintained that status at least through the 1638 as-
sembly of freemen, since he was not required to attend. By March 1642, how-
ever, he was free and participated in that assembly. A few months later, pro-
vincial secretary John Lewgar claimed that da Sousa owed him either service
or money; the records never mention da Sousa again.®

Professor Falb teaches at Old Dominion University.
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As a Caucasian Christian, Matthias da Sousa would have remained a face-
less statistic in ‘‘servant to freeman’’ compilations. However, his ambiguous
background has turned him into a racial and religious symbol. As such, Mat-
thias da Sousa, insignificant in Maryland history, deserves to be remembered
for his role in the historiography of minority groups in America.
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BOOK REVIEWS

The Papers of Benjamin Henry Latrobe, Journals, 1795-1797, 1797-1798. Ed. by
Edward C. Carter 1I. (New Haven and London, Yale University Press, 1977. Intro-
duction, maps, illustrations, biographical appendix, charts, index. Pp. xxx, 575.
$60.00.)

If the editors of The Papers of Benjamin Henry Latrobe are able to maintain the level
of quality reached in the first two volumes of this projected ten volume work, they will
indeed have something in which to take great pride.

The introduction, which encompasses Latrobe’s life, the history and plan of his
papers, the structure and rationale of the Virginia Journals, and the general editorial
method is well written and provides an invaluable background to the volumes, espe-
cially to readers unfamiliar with Latrobe’s life. Likewise, the biographical appendix at
the end of volume two offers just enough background on ninety-five of Latrobe’s Vir-
ginia acquaintances to keep the reader well informed, but do not intrude into the text or
digress from the main thread of Latrobe’s life. Their names are handily marked in the
text by astericks, and are listed alphabetically in the appendix. The editors are to be
commended, too, for their excellent use of both editorial notes, which precede passages
requiring comment, and footnotes, which provide information about missing texts and
torn pages, explanation of larger historical events occurring while Latrobe was writing,
short biographical notes on persons not included in the biographical appendix, and
translations of foreign and outmoded phrases. One small, discordant note concerns the
geneology of the Latrobe family which is manifested in an extensive fold-out chart.
While certainly interesting, it is not necessary for understanding the first two volumes.
However, it may prove useful for future volumes.

Those of us who think of Benjamin Henry Latrobe as merely an architect are in for
some very pleasant surprises. We learn from the introduction that Latrobe was a well
educated man, his studies ranging from theology to classical languages and mathe-
matics, geometry, algebra, modern foreign languages, history, geography, and fine arts
(drawing). This information is substantiated in his journals. Written for his children,
and written well, the journals are often humorous, contain poetry, and reveal a man
blessed with the ability to observe even the most minute details. And they set forth his
observations not only in words but in illustrations that are always interesting, and
often breathtaking.

For the most part, volume one and the first part of volume two combine his observa-
tions with his personal correspondence. Beginning on 25 November 1795, Latrobe cata-
logued his travels aboard the Eliza from London to Norfolk, Virginia. His good natured
comments on what must have been an almost unbearable journey attest to the good-
ness of his character. The filth, lack of accommodations, seasickness, and the incompe-
tence of the ship’s captain are overshadowed by Latrobe’s observations and sketches of
various forms of sea life and of the Azores, which they passed on 6 January 1796.

The remainder of volume one concerns Latrobe’s travels in Virginia from March 1796
through September 1797. The highlights here center on his visits to and descriptions of
such notable places as York, Williamsburg, Manchester, Petersburg, and Richmond.
Once again, Latrobe’s keen sense of observation is evident as he views not only the
landscape and wildlife of these areas, but the mannerisms and habits of the people who
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lived there. Latrobe’s personal opinions of such now famous people as Edmund Ran-
dolph, John Marshall, Bushrod Washington, James Innes, Thomas Jefferson, and
George Washington give the reader an insight into individual personalities often over-
looked in history books.

Toward the end of volume one, Latrobe becomes more reminiscent and writes several
pages pertaining to past experiences in London, with special attention given to his late
wife’s family. He also writes about music and Shakespeare’s supposed violations of de-
cency of the manners of his age, a common belief among the ladies of Virginia and dis-
puted by Latrobe.

Volume two, which begins as a continuation of Latrobe’s Virginia travels from 1797
to 1798, ends with two volumes that comprise of ‘‘An Essay on Landscape, explained
in tinted Drawings.” Volume I, bearing the imprint, Richmond 1798, is divided into
three sections: “Composition;” “Light and Shadow;” and ‘“Tinting.”” Volume 11, listing
Richmond and Philadelphia, 1798-1799, is a series of instructions in drawing ad-
dressed to Miss Susanna Catharine Spotswood. Both essays are well illustrated, and
will be of special interest to anyone interested in sketching.

The disappointment felt when pages of Latrobe’s works were lost is unavoidable, but
the editors have successfully filled in the gaps. Perhaps the only major flaw of these
volumes is that the illustrations are presented by plate rather than page number, which
leaves the reader thumbing through a volume looking for sketches which pertain to in-
formation pages away. However, this inconvenience is overshadowed by the overall
thoroughness of the works, and volumes three through ten will be eagerly anticipated
by the readers.

Howard County Evr1zaBeTH HoBBs BLACKERT

Chesapeake. By James A. Michener. (New York: Random House, 1978. Pp. 865.
$12.95.)

Any Marylander who fails to read this book whether out of apathy, insolence, or dis-
regard for Mr. Michener’s past performances is missing out on a story he can be proud
of. The Eastern Shore of Maryland is the locale Mr. Michener chose when contemplat-
ing where he should begin his total immersion ritual of research and writing. I am glad
he did.

Like the rest of Michener’s works, Chesapeake is a vivid, panoramic view of an area
that is studied for its mystique, its history, its people, and its climate. And also like
Michener’s preceeding works, Chesapeake is both a novel and a work of history. It is a
complex interweaving of families who inhabit the Eastern Shore—those who usurp na-
tive Indian lands, those who build homes and eventually acquire great wealth through
farming and trade, those whose religious convictions are as strong and solid as the
ships they build, those who are brought unwittingly from Africa to help generate
money for landowners, and those whose livelihood is based on the seafood in the waters
and the wildfowl which fly over those waters. Michener manages to develop the lives of
these varied peoples throughout the pages of his thirteen chapters.

The plot, lazily stretched over 800 pages, begins in 1583 with a voyage by the Sus-
quehannock Indian Pentaqoud, who tiring of his tribe’s warring ways, journeys south
into the Chesapeake and eventually to the Choptank River. From there, four families
dominate the action which takes place. The Steeds are a family steeped in genteel tradi-
tions and intent upon acquiring wealth from the coves and meadows they settle on. The
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Paxmores are devout Quakers whose innate abilities as shipbuilders are second only to
their social consciousness and religious convictions. The Turlocks, founded initially by
a thief and a murderer, eventually become the gruff, hardworking watermen who weave
their lives around the bay area and its bountiful resources. The Caters, a family
brought together by slavery, fashion a remarkable life based on courage and calluses.

For generation after generation these four families live and work on the north shore
of the Choptank River in what is today Talbot County. Michener has us view the anti-
pathy and antagonism that arises between these families because of their different fi-
nancial standings and varied outlooks on life. But he also contrasts that view by gradu-
ally molding the characters and families through intermarriage and through daily inter-
action. This is Michener’s greatest asset—his ability to create interesting, fictional
characters and place them within the framework of historical reality. He does not twist
words. He does not confuse the reader in a maze of time, place, and character changes.
He writes clean, neat, straightforward prose, maybe at times a bit contrived and in-
conceivable (as when Thomas Applegarth, tenant farmer, had a sudden vision of how
the Appalachian Mountains and the Chesapeake Bay were formed, or Jane Steed’s
multi-yeared sexual vigil while Matt Turlock sailed, or Woolman Paxmore’s meeting
with Hitler), but the story overshadows faults of that nature.

Not only does Michener write with acuity about his characters, he also does so about
the animal life on the shore, and of the Bay region itself. We are presented with descrip-
tions of the blue heron and its eating habits, the delicate lives of crabs and oysters,
hunting dogs both Chesapeake and Labrador, the hundreds of thousands of ducks
which populate the waters, and above all are the geese that symbolize strength, endur-
ance, instinct, and the very ebb and flow of life. Aside from the animals is the water. We
learn of the Bay’s currents, its salinity, the vegetation, and of the power of waves
generated by tropical hurricanes from the south or from the quick, fierce squalls on the
Bay proper. Michener covers it all admirably.

What must be kept in mind though when reading the book is that it is fiction. The
book was imagined and the liberties Michener takes with landscape, characters, and
dates are all legal in the world of fiction writing. The uncanny thing about Chesapeake
is the pervading sense of recorded history throughout its pages. Michener combined his
skills as a diligent researcher and an eloquent narrator to give the reader a feeling of
truth. It is a devious style in a way, the reader not really knowing what is fiction, what
is fiction based on fact, or what is fact. Nevertheless, Chesapeake should be read, and
should be read as fiction. Only by reading it as fiction can one fully appreciate its
merits as a huge, colorful portrait of the secluded paradise that is the Eastern Shore.
Maryland Historical Society Drew GRUENBURG

Mencken: A Study of His Thought, by Charles A. Fecher. (New York: Alfred A. Knopt,
1978. Pp. xxi, 391. $15.00.)

Charles A. Fecher has written a pleasing and readable tribute to the Sage of Balti-
more—a worthy contribution to the now very substantial Mencken literature. His book
follows a somewhat different approach than most recent studies of Mencken in that it
offers a topical rather than a biographical coverage of the subject. This was tried by
several writers in the 1920s, and to good effect, but seemingly in recent decades that
approach has been abandoned in favor of the strictly biographical framework—an ap-
proach that is clearly prompted by Mencken’s colorful personality and active public
life.
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Mr. Fecher’s book is entitled, Mencken: A Study of His Thought, and this suggests
some kind of systematic effort to come to grips with Mencken'’s ideas. In undertaking
this study Fecher was strongly motivated to show that Mencken was a serious thinker
and not an intellectual lightweight. He is responding to a small but vigorous band of
critics—yes, mostly academics—who have debunked the great debunker, and who,
from the depression to the present time, have seen Mencken as a man of superficial ac-
complishment—witty, charming, forceful perhaps—but not deep. And doubtless Mr.
Fecher is right in believing that it’s a bit hard to counter this in strictly biographical
works which tend to focus on the outward and charming surface of the man. Thus we
have an approach which by its very organization goes to the heart of Mencken’s central
areas of achievement, to his most significant contributions to American literature and
culture.

Fecher quite sensibly selects five major areas for discussion. He deals with Mencken
as a Philosopher, a Political Theorist, a Critic, a Philologian, and a Stylist. These are all
of the chapters of the book except the first, which is background and biographical
material. One may perhaps want to quibble with some of these terms. Philosophy, for
example: Mencken was not a philosopher and preferred always to be called a *Critic of
Ideas.” Or Philology: such a stuffy sounding word; there simply must be a better word
to describe what Mencken did for the American language. But all that is quibbling and
of small importance. The important thing is that Fecher’s attempt to demonstrate the
substantiality of Mencken’s contribution gets off on a good footing. And certainly his
book is a solid and well-crafted showcase of Mencken’s major areas of achievement.

In another sense, Fecher may not have done exactly what he set out to do, what he
believes himself to have done. First of all, his showcase of Menckeniana is mostly just
that—a different way of ordering and arranging information. One finds this book to be
largely a redistribution of already available stories and anecdotes about Mencken as
found in the standard biographical works. There are, of course, new slants, new
perspectives, many of them interesting. As such, the book is a valuable contribution to
Mencken scholarship. Unfortunately nowhere in this book do we get any major new
ideas about Mencken, no breakthroughs—mostly what is already known. Still, what is
already known is presented adroitly and with occasional fresh detail, for which the
modern reader can certainly be grateful.

It may be that projects to prove that this or that writer is really substantial will
always be bootless. Nobody needed to show that Sophocles was a thinker simply be-
cause Plato believed that there was no truth in poets. Res ipsa loquitur. Mencken’s sub-
stance has been and will be attacked by academics who don’t like his brash manner or
his Tory politics; but strictly speaking his work needs no defense. It provides for itself
quite eloquently. How silly it always is for ordinary mortals to write about the style of
a brilliant stylist. Nor do great writers need to be defended as thinkers. All the defense
Mencken needs as a man of thought is that his works still have force; they are widely
read and quoted by people and they still have powerful impact. Weak ideas simply die;
but Mencken’s ideas just seem to keep marching on with all their clarion perfection.
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign CHarLEs H. DoucGLas

H. L. Mencken: Critic of American Life. By George H. Douglas. (Hamden, Conn.:
Archon Books, 1978. Pp. 248. $15.00.)

It is amusing to wonder what Henry Mencken, who thought that ‘‘a horselaugh is
worth a thousand syllogisms,”” would remark about scholarly studies of his ideas. Re-
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gardless, such works are in ready recent supply with Charles A. Fecher’s Mencken: A
Study of His Thought (Knopf, 1978} followed fast by George H. Douglas’ contribution.

Essentially this latest study has two conceptual faults. First, by failing to recognize
that the essay, Mencken’s chief medium, is only the light cavalry of literary types,
Douglas imputes to it seige gun power in HLM’s war on the booboisie. Second, and
more importantly, by mistaking Mencken'’s opinions for ideas, Douglas implies an in-
tellectual system that Mencken lacked. Indeed, Mencken himself called his ‘“‘ideas” pre-
Judices.

Professor Douglas’ five chapters focus mainly on HLM in the 1920s, the years of the
American Mercury, Notes orn Deriocracy, and five of the six Prejudices series. Thisis a
sensible limitation, for it was in the ‘Twenties when he hit his stride as the critic of
Americana. But when the first chapter, “H. L. Mencken: The Man and His Work,” at-
tempts an overview, it presents a highly questionable portrayal of Mencken as a warm-
hearted and genial ‘‘corrective’ critic. In fact, Douglas reads Mencken'’s satire as harsh
but never cruel (p. 37). Clearly, in the face of HLM’s lampoons of Comstock, Bryan,
Harding, and Stuart Pratt Sherman, to recall but a few, Douglas’ distinction between
harshness and cruelty proves to be without substance. And when we remember Men-
cken’s racial and ethnic barbs along with his asides and onslaughts on farmers, actors,
realtors, bartenders, lawyers, fundamentalists, professors, dentists, and chiropractors,
inter alia, he emerges as anything but the Jazz Age Chaucer that Douglas would have
him. (Presumably, anyway, some of HLM'’s vitriol finally filters through to Douglas,
for at p. 52 he revises himself to allow that Mencken “‘could be cruel and unfair.”’) Doug-
las’ further suggestion that Mencken was a dealer in ideas and not in personalities for
their own sake reduces a vigorous, fun-loving, ad hoc satirist to a quixotic penman
jousting against a Weltanschauung. Mencken is, after all, nearer in spirit and purpose
to the chic Tom Wolfe than to the solemn Samuel Johnson.

“The Soul of Man under Democracy,” ‘“The Leitmotiv of American Politics,” and
“The Psychopathology of Everyday Life,”’ the next chapters, locate the root of Men-
cken’s criticism in his abhorrence of egalitarian democracy. Seeing it as a form of gov-
ernment that promotes not liberty but false opportunity, he concluded that it rendered
people selfish, envious, distrustful, and joyless in their rage to surpass one another.
Jealously they attempt to deny others the joys they cannot have. Thus the farmer, en-
vious of the city slicker’s comfortable cocktail lounges and hotels, hatches the Volstead
and Mann Act while trying hard to enjoy himself in his dismal kitchen and haystack.
Douglas reproduces many examples of Mencken in this humor, so what we get finally is
a catalogue of symptoms of this democratic disease, not a study of ideas. Using the
same tactic, the last chapter, ‘The Anemia of the Higher Culture,” reviews Mencken’s
observations on the genteel tradition and education in America

With few judgments and little analysis, this book is an apt and brisk description of
HLM’s reactions, but not, as Douglas promises, ‘a book preeminently about
Mencken’s ideas” (p. 25). There are other lapses. Douglas misses the chance of drawing
on the valuable insights of Mencken’s contemporaries, especially Gerald Johnson and
Louis Cheslock. He fails to consider the possible influences on Mencken of Shaw,
Dewey, Whitehead, and Bergson, an odd omission in a study of Mencken’s ideas.
Bothersome too is Douglas’ tendency to speculate about what Mencken would now
think about Joseph McCarthy, Richard Nixon, activist students, liberal professors,
“black power,” and “women’s lib.”” An amusing game, but hardly matter for a schol-
arly study.

Still, this book does nothing to eradicate any of the vintage Henry Mencken. A sane
man who recognized that for most people appearance is reality, he was drawn to sur-
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faces. He laughed hard at presidents because they appeared pompous, at educators be-

cause they appeared boring, and at Ku Kluxers because they appeared ridiculous. As

he said, he enjoyed America because it was a circus high in entertainment value.
Ideas? Perhaps Walter Lippmann had it right in 1925: Mencken is effective ‘‘just be-

cause his appeal is not from mind to mind, but from viscera to viscera.”

Towson State University H. GEorGE HaHN

History of St. Mary’s County, Maryland. By Regina Combs Hammett. (Ridge,
Maryland: Published by the author, 1977. Pp. vi, 546. $15.00.)

This volume, prepared under the sponsorship of the St. Mary’s County Bicentennial
Commission, is a sound local history which will be of interest to county residents, gene-
alogists, and researchers alike. The scope is ambitious —342 years of county history—
and the sources utilized wide-ranging, including a variety of original materials from
county records, newspapers, and local publications and from the collections of the Hall
of Records, the Maryland Historical Society, the St. Mary’s County Historical Society,
and the St. Mary’s City Commission.

The book begins with the founding of the Maryland colony and the first settlement at
St. Mary’s City in 1634. The initial chapters summarize recent research on the nature
of that early settlement and on its subsequent geographic dispersal, economic and so-
cial development, and growth in population. They also deal with the controversies—
religious and political—which swirled around the provincial capital of St. Mary’s City
before the removal of the seat of colonial government to Annapolis in 1695 and describe
the development functions, and personnel of local government during the colonial
period.

The later eighteenth and the early nineteenth centuries, with the exception of a chap-
ter on emigration from the county to Kentucky between 1790 and 1810, is treated only
in terms of St. Mary’s countians’ participation in the Revolution, the War of 1812, and
the Civil War. This section summarizes the materials that the author found currently
available. The paucity of information on local economic and social development indi-
cates that this period is the one most in need of further study.

It is for the post-Civil War era that Ms. Hammett makes her most original contribu-
tion by assembling the ingredients for a county social and economic history. She deals
with communication networks—the postal service, steamboats, railroads, highways,
newspapers, radio, and telephone; features of the county’s rural communities; educa-
tion—public, parochial, and collegiate; hospitals and public health; agriculture and
local industry —the watermen, bootleg whiskey, and Stuart Petroleum; the appearance
of new cultural groups— the Slavic and Amish communities; and the changes brought
to the county by the establishment of the Patuxent Naval Air Station in the 1940s.

One of the most valuable contributions of the book is the numerous lists which are in-
cluded —for example lists of post offices and their dates of operation and the postmas-
ters who served them; of newspapers and their editors; of county roads and their loca-
tions; of public school districts, school houses, and school officials; of parochial schools
and their teachers; of residents who pursue the waterman’s trade; and of county
government officials and state representatives. By deciding to include this mass of
detailed information the author has not only presented useful information for persons
interested in family history, but has also provided a valuable starting point for others
who may wish to use these materials to pursue a variety of more specialized studies.
Numerous maps and illustrations supply a geographic and visual context, while a fifty-
two page index permits ready reference to materials in the text.
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The author is the first writer to attempt a compilation of the county’s history, and
she acknowleges in an introductory statement that this first work is incomplete. This is
true for a number of reasons, many of them stemming from the nature of the work itself
and not through any fault of the author. First, several topics which might have re-
ceived more attention are neglected or omitted. Women go largely unmentioned, and
the treatment of the history of minority groups lacks fullness. The role of religious in-
stitutions (except as they touched the educational system) is not taken up, nor is the
history of the family dealt with. A concluding chapter which would serve to integrate
the rich but sometimes disjoined flood of material on the post-Civil War period would
also be welcome.

Second, the sources themselves present difficulties. The destruction of the county’s
colonial and early nineteenth century records in the court house fire of 1831 necessi-
tates painstaking reconstitution of the county’s history from surviving series of pro-
vincial and state records; much of this work remains to be done. For the late nineteenth
and early twentieth century a plethora of official publications are available from which
to reconstruct institutional developments. Unfortunately such documents tend to be-
come increasingly abstract and removed from individual experience. The reminiscences
of older local residents constitute a largely untapped but vital resource for recapturing
the more human elements of the county’s later history.

Finally, while Maryland’s system of government established the county as the logi-
cal unit from which to write local history, this entity is in some senses both too large
and too small a unit with which to deal. The stories of the many rural communities
which make up the county are worth telling but cannot be easily encompassed within a
larger county history. Still there is a need to look deeper and in more detail at smaller
areas of the county in order to recapture more of the fabric of everyday life in all its va-
riety and complexity. On the other hand, one also wants to know more about the coun-
ty’s role in the region of which it is a part, and to learn to what extent the county’s so-
cial, economic, and political history is typical of a larger whole or unique to the area.
Again, until thorough local histories of the surrounding region are available and a bet-
ter understanding of economic networks is acquired, this further integration is too
much to ask of one author.

The success of recent books on the local and family history of the Chesapeake region
such as Beautiful Swimmers and Roots attests to widespread popular interest in these
subjects. It is to be hoped that readers will be stimulated to act on the author’s injunc-
tion “‘to dig deeper and expand on what I have started.”

St. Mary’s City Commission LoreNa S. WaLsH

The Southern Experience in the American Revolution. Jeffrey J. Crow and Larry E.
Tise, eds. (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1978. Pp. 310. $15.00.)

This stimulating collection of essays, edited by two officials of the North Carolina
Department of Archives and History, grew out of a symposium in that state in 1975 on
the topic, ‘“The Experience of Revolution in North Carolina and the South.” Severely
reworked, the papers present a quasi-revisionist survey of the southern regions with
but one chapter focused solely on Tarheelia. There are no maps, no formal bibliography,
and a merely adequate index. Maryland is touched on in passing. The annotation,
following each chapter, is detailed, with a healthy emphasis on archival and other
manuscript sources. Stylistically the volume is unexceptionable.
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The editors have arranged their ten contributors’ efforts under three broad headings:
the social and political origins of the Revolution; the conflict itself; and the war’s im-
pact vis d vis ‘‘ideals and realities.” To the opening section five scholars contribute.
Pauline Maier assesses certain early revolutionary leaders and the problem of southern
distinctiveness, which she finds to be partly a fact. Robert M. Weir talks about rebelli-
ousness, and how personality development may have influenced same, in that the rear-
ing of southern sons tended to foster a semi-independence from their sires. In the
volume’s lengthiest article Jack P. Greene discusses political, cultural, and social
change in Virginia for the years 1763-1766. Marvin L. M. Kay and Lorin L. Cary, in the
book’s only econometric essay, complete with graphs, treat ‘‘Class, Mobility, and Con-
flict in North Carolina” on the Revolution’s eve.

Under the second heading, the shooting war, John Shy illuminates British strategy
for pacifying the southern colonies, 1778-1781; and Clyde R. Ferguson takes the mea-
sure of the patriot and loyalist militia in Georgia and the Carolinas, to those warriors’
considerable enhancement. In the concluding section—the overall impact of the war
upon the region—Mary Beth Norton scrutinizes the condition of women, white and
black (mainly patriot), and reports that their consciousness of selfhood was to a degree
“raised.”’ Michael Mullin contrasts the situation of the slaves in the British Caribbean
with those on the mainland, 1775-1807, and demonstrates that the insular Negroes
were, for several reasons, appreciably more aggressive. Peter H. Wood discusses repub-
licanism and slave society in South Carolina, finding that the blacks evolved a consider-
ably more subtle and dynamic social corpus than is traditionally believed.

In sum, here is a challenging conspectus on a subject peculiarly redeserving of such
by a group of specialists who know whereof they speak—and where they are not sure,
are prompt to say so.

Baltimore, Maryland Curtis CarroLL Davis
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Seagulls Hate Parsnips and Other Electrifying Revelations about the Delaware Shore.
By Virginia Tanzer. (Rehoboth Beach, Delaware: Lake Shore Press, 1978. Pp. 186.
$5.50 [paper].)

This is a delightful volume about Sussex County, Delaware: its people, its land and
seashore, its seagulls and other birds, and above all its spirit. As is often the case, it has
taken the enthusiasm, the insight, and the writing skill of a relative newcomer to cap-
ture the essence of a community.

Mrs. Tanzer’'s 34 chapters are grouped in four sections. In “First Glances” the
author locates, defines, and epitomizes the southern-most of Delaware’s three counties.
She sketches the history of Rehoboth Beach, surely the best known of its summer vaca-
tion resorts. The Delaware Moors are discussed, and so, among other things, is the
Sussex County penchant for moving houses.

In “The Seasons’’ Mrs. Tanzer invites attention to the attractions of the county all
the year 'round. The expensive temptations of the amateur gardener and the extensive
growth of chickens and turkeys are two of the themes. The birds of the area are enthusi-
astically described in the section on ‘“The Feathers Overhead,” and, finally, in “The
Coda,” a strong case is made for the preservation of the environment.

This is local writing at its best. If it is not history, it is a most welcome and timely ad-
junct. And the glories of Sussex County deserve particularly to be noted in the pages of
this Magazine, for as most readers know Sussex should be Maryland’s 24th county.
The world now knows where Cape Henlopen is, even if Lord Baltimore was deceived in
1751!

Kensington, Maryland FreD SHELLEY

Keys from the Seas, A Beginner’s Guide to Identifying Shells Along the Mid-Atlantic
Region. By Nancy Lee Eastman. (Georgetown, Delaware: Sussex Prints, 1978.
Pp. 87.)

An ideal pocket-sized volume for “‘practical use by seasonal beachcombers, resident
dog-walkers as well as amateur malacogists,” Keys from the Seas is recommended as a
useful item to carry in your luggage on your next trip to a Maryland or Delaware beach.
The photographs, illustrations, and text are geared to the observant, aware non-
specialist. Thirty-one shells—the ones most likely to be found in this region—are illus-
trated and described.

Kensington, Maryland FrED SHELLEY
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NEWS AND NOTICES

The American Association for State and Local History was founded in 1940 to pro-
mote historical societies, museums, and historical and genealogical research on the
local level. The AASLH sponsors numerous publications (including a monthly news
bulletin including practical ‘“‘technical leaflets’’ on specialized subjects), educational
programs, seminars, and consultants. The AASLH is a pragmatic organization de-
signed to serve those persons (whether amateur or professional, beginners or experi-
enced) involved or interested in the preservation of the past. Individuals and institu-
tions are invited to join. Further information may be obtained by writing to the

Membership Secretary Richard J. Cox

American Association for (State Membership Chairman)
State and Local History or Baltimore City Archives

1400 Eighth Avenue, South Room 201, 211 E. Pleasant Street

Nashville, Tennessee 37203 Baltimore, Maryland 21202

THE SoUTHERN MARYLAND COLLECTION

The Southern Maryland Collection, a research and resource facility for the preserva-
tion of printed material about southern Maryland, has recently been established in the
Learning Resource Center at Charles County Community College. The collection con-
tains primarily printed material concerning the region including Charles, St. Mary’s,
Calvert, and Prince George's Counties. Included are unpublished documents, books,
maps, photographs, microfilm, slides, pamphlets, journals, clippings, audio tapes, and
original art. Local history, culture, economy, architecture, genealogy, and current af-
fairs are among the topics represented in the collection. Researcher inquiries as well as
materials for donation or exhibit are invited. Please contact Ms. Elaine Ryan, Associ-
ate Dean of Learning Resources, Charles County Community College, Box 910,
LaPlata, Maryland 20646.

The Johns Hopkins University’s Department of History will hold its fourth ‘‘Sum-
mer Seminar on Quantitative Techniques in Historical Research,” June 4 through July
27, 1979. The seminar is designed for faculty members and graduate students, but ad-
vanced undergraduates have also successfully taken the course. The program will em-
phasize the acquisition of basic statistical and computer skills and the fundamentals of
project design. Total tuition is $500 and applications, which must be accompanied by a
$25.00 deposit, are due on April 1, 1979. Write to Professor Vernon Lidtke, Chairman,
Department of History, The Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Maryland 21218
for further information.
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